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PRELIMINARY. 

The  State  of  Colorado  comprises  lands  obtained  by 
the  United  States  at  different  times  from  three  different 
nations.    Thefiortheastern  section,  containing  nearly  one- 
half  the  area  of  the  state,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the 
Arkansas  river  and  on  the  west  by  a  line  running  due 
north  from  the  source  of  that  stream,  was  a  part  of  Louisi- 
ana, purchased  from  France  in  1803  by  President  Jeffer- 
son.     The  section  between  the  Arkansas   and  the   Rio 
Grande  was  claimed  as  a  portion  of  Texas  when  that  in- 
'    dependent  nation  was  by  mutual  consent  annexed  to  the 
United  States  in  1845,  ^^^  '^vith  other  lands  was  pur- 
chased by  the  general  government  in    1850.     The    re- 
mainder, or  western  section,  was  a  part  of  the  territory  ob- 
tained from  Mexico  at  the  close  of  the  war  with  that  coun- 
try.    The  name  Colorado  was  given  it  from  the  mag- 
nificent river  that  carries  a  portion  of  its  waters  to  the 
^  western  sea,  the  stream  having  received  its  name  from 
■^  the  early  Spanish  explorers  on  account  of  the  red  coloring 
f»  of  its  canons. 

^  Probably  the  first  white  explorer  within  its  border  was 

^  Coronado,  who  with  his  Spanish  soldiers  hunted  from 
Arizona  northeastward  far  out  on  the  great  plains  for  the 
o  fabled  "Seven  Cities  of  Cibola,"  but  found  nothing  more 
^  civilized  than  poverty  smitten  pueblos.  They  doubtless 
^  traversed  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  state.  Two  cen- 
Q  turies  later  (1776)  Escalante  and  Dominguez,  Spanish 
priests,  crossed  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  state  from 
^  the  settlements  of  New  Mexico  to  the  great  basin. 


4  COLORADO   HISTORY. 

ZEBULON    PIKE,    EXPLORER. 

The  first  American  explorer  was  Lieutenant  Zebulon 
Pike,  who  was  sent  by  General  Wilkinson,  then  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  army,  to  map  the  Arkansas 
and  Red  rivers  and  incidentally  to  make  peace  between 
the  Pawnee  and  Osage  Indians  on  the  great  plains  west  of 
the  Missouri  river. 

Leaving  St.  Louis  in  1806,  his  command  proceeded 
through  the  Lidian  country  of  western  Missouri  and 
southern  Nebraska,  and  then  turning  south  struck  the 
Arkansas  river  in  southwestern  Kansas.  Here  Lieutenant 
Wilkinson  was  detached  with  a  small  command  to  follow 
the  stream  toward  the  Mississippi,  while  the  dauntless 
Pike  with  his  remaining  followers  pushed  toward  the 
unknown  west.  On  the  15th  of  November  he  caught  his 
first  glimpse  of  the  snow  clad  Rockies,  and  ten  days  later 
tried  to  climb  the  giant  mountain  that  now  bears  his  name. 
Two  days  of  toil  and  storm-buffeting  brought  him  to  the 
snow-covered  top  of  Cheyenne  mountain,  where,  half 
starved  and  nearly  frozen,  he  saw  the  mighty  peak  yet 
far  away,  mantled  in  cloud,  majestic,  unattainable.  Then 
he  turned  again  to  his  task  and  pushed  into  the  mountains 
in  a  desperate  attempt  to  find  the  source  of  the  Arkansas 
in  the  winter  season. 

At  the  gateway  to  the  Royal  Gorge  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  stream.  Passing  to  the  north  of  that  wonder- 
ful chasm  he  entered  South  Park  and  discovered  a  river 
which  he  rightly  thought  to  be  the  Platte.  Turning 
again  to  the  south  and  crossing  a  stream  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  Arkansas,  he  determined  to  reach  the  Red 
river,  which  he  imagined  rose  farther  west  than  the  Ar- 
kansas, and  reaching  it,  as  he  supposed,  followed  down 
the  stream  only  to  find,  after  terrible  privations  and  al- 
most incredible  exertions,  that  he  was  at  his  old  camping 
ground  below  the  Royal  Gorge.  Here  he  passed  Christ- 
mas day,  1806,  and  on  the  little  prairie  where  Canon  City 
now  stands,  his  party  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  sev- 
eral deer  and  buffalo  for  provisions. 
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Starting  again  for  the  elusive  Red  river,  Pike  tra- 
versed the  famous  Wet  Mountain  Valley  of  Custer 
county,  crossed  the  Sangre  de  Christo  range  into  San 
Luis  Park,  and  was  arrested  by  Spanish  soldiers  while 
flying  the  American  flag  on  foreign  territory  in  the  valley 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  Active,  brave,  resourceful,  deter- 
mined, generous  Zebulon  Pike!  He  died  for  his  country 
on  the  battlefield  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  enduring  mon- 
ument is  the  monarch  among  mountains  which  he  was  the 
first  American  to  see. 

A    MOUNTAIN    AND    A    DESERT. 

In  1820,  Major  Stephen  H.  Long,  in  charge  of  an- 
other government  exploring  expedition,  entered  Colorado 
by  way  of  the  South  Platte  river  and  skirted  the  base  of 
the  range  toward  the  south.  He,  too,  beheld  a  moun- 
tain grander  and  more  majestic  looking  than  its  fellows 
— and  Long's  peak  it  has  ever  since  been  called. 

On  their  way  south,  Long's  party  passed  over  the 
pine-clad  foothills  of  the  Arkansas  divide,  tasted  the 
waters  of  the  bubbling  "Fontaine  qui  Bouille"  (now 
Manitou  Springs)  and  some  of  them  climbed  the  peak 
that  Pike  had  deemed  impossible.  They  followed  Foun- 
tain creek  to  its  junction  with  the  Arkansas  and  journeyed 
eastward  along  the  latter  stream.  They  found  no  habi- 
tation of  white  men  in  Colorado. 

The  dry  and  brown  appearance  of  the  short  prairie 
grass,  the  shifting  sands  of  the  shallow  river  courses  and 
the  numerous  dry  creek  beds  deceived  Major  Long  into 
spreading  the  report  of  a  "Great  American  Desert,"  which 
for  half  a  century  disfigured  our  maps  and  misled  our 
people.  After  passing  what  has  ijince  proved  to  be  as  fine 
wheat  and  potato  land  as  the  continent  affords,  in  Morgan 
and  Weld  counties,  and  wondering  why  such  great  herds 
of  buffaloes  came  to  that  "desolate  region,"  Prof.  Edwin 
James  (botanist  and  historian  of  the  party)  exclaims: 
"The  Rocky  Mountains  may  be  considered  as  forming  the 
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shore  of  that  sea  of  sand,  which  is  traversed  by  the  Platte, 
and  extends  northward  to  the  Missouri  above  the  great 
bend." 

TRAPPERS   AND   TRADERS. 

Soon  after  Long's  visit  the  trappers  and  Indian  trad- 
ers began  to  estabHsh  posts  for  the  advancement  of  their 
business  and  for  protection  from  the  red  men.  Among 
the  earhest  were  the  four  Bent  brothers.  They  first  had 
temporary  quarters  on  the  Arkansas  just  below  the  Royal 
Gorge,  but  in  1828  they  moved  down  the  river  and  began 
a  permanent  fortification,  with  thick  adobe  walls,  a  few 
miles  below  the  present  site  of  La  Junta.  This  was  on  the 
*"Santa  Fe  Trail,"  the  old  line  of  communication  between 
Mexican  civilization  and  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  great 
plains.  The  fort  was  completed  in  1832  and  was  a  noted 
point  for  more  than  20  years.  In  1846  it  formed  a  base 
for  Kearney's  invasion  of  northern  Mexico.  It  was 
finally  blown  to  ruins  with  gunpowder  by  its  owner  be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  United  States  wanted  it  for  a  military 
post  and  would  pay  only  $12,000  for  it,  while  he  asked 
$16,000. 

Associated  with  the  Bents  was  M.  Ceran  St.  Vrain, 
who  about  1834  built  a  post  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Platte,  40  miles  directly  east  of  Long's  peak.  Crumbling 
adobe  walls  still  mark  the  site  of  old  Fort  St.  Vrain.  They 
show  an  enclosure  some  35  by  42  paces,  with  a  circular 
bastion  six  paces  in  diameter  at  one  corner.  Three  cor- 
ners have  so  completely  disappeared  that  one  cannot  de- 
termine their  construction.  The  building  was  situated 
near  the  edge  of  a  bluff  commanding  the  river  bottom  and 
just  opposite  the  divide  between  Thompson  and  St.  Vrain 


*Note — This  road,  which  Inman  has  made  famous  in  his  "Old 
Santa  Fe  Trail,"  followed  along  the  Arkansas  from  a  point  in 
Western  Kansas  to  near  La  Junta,  thence  southwest  across  the 
range  to  Taos,  and  from  there  to  Santa  Fe.  Later,  a  cut-off  by 
way  of  Raton  was  used  and  Taos  was  sidetracked.  At  first  the 
trail  was  used  entirely  for  Spanish-Indian  trade;  afterward  there 
sprung  up  quite  a  traffic  between  St.  Louis  and  Santa  Fe. 
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creeks.  A  few  miles  up  the  Platte  "Forts"  Vasquez  and 
Lupton  were  constructed  a  couple  of  years  later.  The 
latter  was  used  for  refuge  from  the  Indians  as  late  as 
1864.  Fremont  notes  Lupton's  place  having-  the  "appear- 
ance of  a  comfortable  farm"  in  1843,  ^^d  Parkman  men- 
tions it  as  deserted  in  1846. 

The  third  point  east  of  the  mountains  to  be  occupied 
by  traders  was  at  the  junction  of  Fountain  creek  with  the 
Arkansas.  Here,  according  to  Hall's  "History  of  Colo- 
rado," one  George  Simpson  erected  in  1842  an  adobe 
walled  barracks,  long  known  as  "The  Pueblo" — the 
pioneer  building  of  the  second  city  in  the  state.  Jim 
Beckwourth,  a  noted  mulatto  trapper,  trader,  scout  and 
chief  of  an  Indian  tribe,  also  claimed  the  honor  of  erecting 
the  first  building  in  Pueblo,  and  puts  the  date  as  1841. 

Probably  the  first  permanent  building  west  of  the 
range  was  Antoine  Robidoux's  trading  station  near  the 
present  site  of  Delta,  now  almost  completely  obliterated. 
Fort  Massachusetts,  in  the  San  Luis  valley,  was  built  in 
1852.  It  lasted  some  half  dozen  years,  when  Fort  Gar- 
land was  erected  and  the  older  stockade  deserted.  The 
fur  trade  of  this  western  region  was  long  tributary  to 
Taos,  New  Mexico. 

FREMONT   "THE   PATHFINDER." 

Twenty-two  years  after  Long's  expedition  came 
John  C.  Fremont,  with  orders  from  the  secretary  of  war 
to  survey  the  South  Pass,  a  route  which  later  became  the 
highway  to  Salt  Lake  and  the  Pacific  coast.  Fremont 
started  from  St.  Louis,  by  way  of  the  Missouri  and  the 
Platte,  with  a  picked  band,  among  them  *Kit  Carson,  a 
scout   whose  courage,   sense  and   manliness   have  made 


*Note — Christopher  Carson,  born  in  Kentuclcy  in  1809,  was 
for  many  years  a  hunter  and  trapper  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region.  He  became  famous  as  a  guide  and  scout  under  Fremont 
and  served  the  government  in  Indian  wars  and  in  the  Civil  war, 
attaining  the  rank  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General.  He  died  in  1868 
at  his  home  near  Las  Animas,  Colo. 
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him  almost  as  famous  as  his  chief.  At  the  junction  of 
the  two  great  tributaries  of  the  Platte  he  sent  part  of  his 
band  on  the  regular  trail  up  the  North  Fork  through 
what  is  now  Wyoming,  while  he  and  a  few  of  his  men 
followed  the  South  Platte  as  far  as  Fort  St.  Vrain.  At 
the  old  fort  Fremont  turned  northward  and  rejoined  his 
company  at  Fort  Laramie.  He  had  followed  the  route 
of  Long  far  enough  to  observe  that  the  "Great  American 
Desert,"  though  its  vegetation  seemed  somewhat  short 
and  brown,  yet  furnished  pasturage  for  thousands  of  fat 
bison.  His  report  to  the  government  was  the  first  au- 
thoritative recognition  of  the  value  of  our  extensive  plains 
for  grazing  purposes. 

The  next  year  (1843)  Fremont  came  again,  crossing 
the  plains  by  way  of  the  Kansas  and  Republican  rivers  and 
skirting  the  mountains  to  "the  pueblo"  and  back  again  to 
St.  Vrain's.  Seeking  a  new  and  more  southerly  pass 
through  the  mountains,  he  tried  the  gateway  of  the  Cacliie 
la  Poudre,  but  found  it  a  much  more  rugged  road  than 
that  of  the  North  Platte.  Finding  that  many  of  the  old- 
time  trappers  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  he  recom- 
mended that  the  government  establish  military  posts  at 
Bent's  fort  on  the  Arkansas,  Fort  St.  Vram  and  Fort 
Laramie.  This  policy  was  not  carried  out,  but  General 
Kearney  soon  after  led  a  strong  troop  of  cavalry  through 
the  west,  stopping  at  each  of  the  trading  posts  long  enough 
to  partially  impress  the  red  men  with  the  power  of  "Uncle 
Sam."  On  Fremont's  return,  after  explorations  on  the 
coast  and  in  the  Great  Basin,  he  passed  southward  through 
North,  Middle  and  South  parks  and  came  out  on  the  Ar- 
kansas near  "the  pueblo." 

With  a  third  command  (that  glorious  expedition  that 
broke  the  Mexican  rule  on  the  coast  and  saved  California 
to  the  United  States!)  Fremont  again  crossed  the  state 
in  1845.  With  a  company  of  about  sixty  picked  men  he 
followed  up  the  Arkansas  to  its  source,  crossed  Tennessee 
pass,  and  struck  across  the  Eagle,  Grand  and  White  river 
valleys  toward  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  on  to  the  Pacific. 
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A  fourth  time  "the  Pathfinder"  came,  now  a  private 
citizen  backed  by  St.  Louis  capitalists  and  looking  for  a 
feasible  railway  route  to  the  coast.  It  was  the  winter  of 
1848-49.  He  passed  to  the  southward  of  the  Royal  Gorge, 
crossed  the  Sangre  de  Christo  range  into  San  Luis  park, 
and  followed  up  the  Rio  Grande  into  the  San  Juan  moun- 
tains. Here,  impeded  by  ever-deepening  snow  and  beset 
by  continuous  storms,  he  met  his  first  defeat.  His  pack 
animals  died,  provisions  gave  out,  and  with  the  wreck  of 
his  party,  several  of  whom  froze  or  starved  to  death  on 
the  way,  he  stumbled  back  down  the  river  to  Taos,  where 
he  was  cared  for  at  the  home  of  his  faithful  friend,  Kit 
Carson. 

Fremont's  fifth  and  last  exploring  trip  was  also  in  the 
aid  of  a  railway  project  that  never  matured,  but  the  expe- 
dition was  successful  in  that  he  found  a  safe  and  prac- 
ticable route  across  the  Rockies.  He  seems  to  have  fol- 
lowed the  valleys  of  the  Huerfano,  the  Saguache,  Coche- 
topa  creek,  and  the  Gunnison,  Uncompagre  and  Grand — 
much  of  which  route  is  now  used  by  a  branch  of  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railway. 

In  these  five  expeditions  Fremont  traversed  nearly 
every  portion  of  Colorado.  His  explorations  were  the 
more  important  because  he  kept  careful  notes,  prepared 
accurate  maps  of  the  country,  and  made  valuable  scientific 
collections.  He  was  full  of  faith  in  the  great  west.  His 
reports  were  mines  of  information  to  those  who  came 
after,  and  his  conclusions  and  recommendations  usually 
sound  and  sensible. 

THE  PLAINS   IN  1846. 

Francis  Parkman,  the  historian,  spent  part  of  the 
summer  of  1846  among  the  traders,  trappers  and  friendly 
Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Laramie.  Early  in  August 
he,  with  three  others,  struck  south  across  Colorado  and 
later  described  the  trip  in  an  iateresting  chapter  of  "The 
California  and  Oregon  Trail."  They  passed  Fort  St. 
Vrain,  "now  abandoned  and  fast  falling  into  ruin,"  as  was 
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also  Lupton's  old  fort.  On  Cherry  creek  they  found  "a 
great  abundance  of  wild  cherries,  plums,  gooseberries  and 
currants,"  but  neither  water  in  the  creek  nor  people  on  its 
banks.  From  the  present  site  of  Colorado  Springs  they 
beheld  Pike's  peak  "involved  in  a  mantle  of  cloud,"  and 
following  the  plain  trail  along  Fountain  creek  came  at  last 
to  "the  pueblo,"  now  a  dismal  and  ruinous  barricade  on 
the  border,  to  find  that  war  was  on  with  Mexico  and  Kear- 
ney had  already  started  on  his  wonderfully  successful 
march  through  the  northern  Mexican  provinces  and  on  to 
California.  Parkman's  homeward  route  was  down  the 
Arkansas  past  Bent's  fort.  His  picture  of  the  plains 
shows  that  the  glory  of  the  fur  trade  east  of  the  moun- 
tains had  already  departed. 

CAPTAIN   GUNNISON'S   EXPLORATIONS. 

In  1853,  Captain  J.  W.  Gunnison  headed  an  exloring 
party  sent  under  the  authority  of  Jefferson  Davis,  then 
Secretary  of  War.  Again  the  object  of  search  was  a 
railway  route  across  the  continent.  Gunnison  penetrated 
San  Luis  park,  visiting  old  Fort  Massachusetts,  and  pro- 
ceeded thence  northwest  over  Cochetopa  pass,  along  the 
Blue(  since  called  the  Gunnison)  river,  and  on  into  Utah 
through  the  Wasatch  mountains  by  way  of  the  Sevier 
river.  Here  the  gallant  captain  and  eleven  of  his  com- 
mand were  surprised  and  massacred  by  the  Indians  (Oc- 
tober, 1853). 

MINING   BOOM    AND   SETTLEMENT. 

In  1858  a  rumor  spread  through  the  Mississippi  val- 
ley that  fabulous  gold  discoveries  had  been  made  in  the 
Rocky  mountains.  Cherry  creek  and  Pike's  peak  being  the 
favored  localities.  It  was  a  time  of  financial  depression ; 
business  was  at  a  standstill,  and  multitudes  of  unemployed 
were  eager  for  an  opening  of  any  kind.  A  rush  for  the 
gold  fields  began,  similar  to  the  California  stampede  of 
ten  years  before.     In  less  than  a  year  the  foothills  were 


14  COLORADO   HISTORY. 

overrun  with  prospectors  and  a  town  of  a  thousand  in- 
habitants— now  the  city  of  ^Denver — had  sprung  up 
where  Green  Russell  and  his  party  of  Georgians  first 
made  their  permanent  camp,  at  the  junction  of  Cherry 
creek  with  the  Platte.  Gold  there  was — and  is — in 
Cherry  creek,  but  none  has  yet  been  found  there  in  such 
form  and  quantity  as  to  pay  for  mining;  and,  though  one 
of  the  greatest  gold  camps  in  the  world  is  near  Pike's  peak, 
yet  it  was  over  thirty  years  after  the  first  mad  scramble — 
the  "Pike's  Peak  or  Bust"  excitement — before  the  wealth 
of  Cripple  Creek  was  discovered. 

The  year  1859  was  a  great  one  for  the  new  com- 
munity, and  many  industries  then  had  a  beginning. 
Thousands  of  adventurers,  since  proud  to  call  themselves 
"Fifty-niners,"  thronged  across  the  plains.  The  pony 
express  made  way  for  a  daily  stage  between  Denver  and 
Leavenworth.  On  the  23d  of  April,  William  M.  Byers 
and  Thomas  Gibson  got  out  the  first  edition  of  the  "Rocky 
Mountain  News."  Profitable  placer  mining  began  along 
Clear  Creek,  and  in  May  a  prospector  named  Gregory  lo- 
cated the  first  great  mine.  Golden,  Georgetown,  Black 
Hawk  and  Central  City  were  soon  prosperous  mining 
camps.  Denver,  the  outlet  of  the  mountain  trade,  throve 
and  grew.  By  June  it  was  estimated  that  there  were 
50,000  people  scattered  through  the  mountains,  and  the 
problem  of  supplying  food  for  the  next  winter  season  was 
already  engaging  attention.  Horace  Greeley,  then  visit- 
ing Denver,  addressing  a  motley  crowd  of  prospectors 
gathered  from  all  portions  of  the  Union,  astounded  them 
by  asserting  that  their  barren  plains  would  yet  become  a 
great  agricultural  region,  and  prophesied  the  era  of  irriga- 
tion. At  Black  Hawk  he  weighed  out  the  gold  from  one 
day's  run  of  the  Gregory  mine  and  found  it  to  be  worth 
$532.     Greeley's  visit  and  his  reports  in  the  New  York 

*Note — Two  rival  towns,  Auraria  and  St.  Charles,  finally; 
gave  way  to  Denver,  named  after  Gen.  James  Denver,  then  gov- 
ernor of  Kansas  Territory. 
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Tribune  were  of  great  value  to  the  west  and  especially  to 
Colorado.  They  promoted  settlement  and  strengthened 
the  growing  demand  for  a  Pacific  railway. 

Gold  dust  was  a  valid  but  somewhat  inconvenient 
medium  of  exchange.  To  facilitate  business,  a  private 
coinage  mint  was  established  in  Denver  in  i860.  Sev- 
eral thousand  $10  coins  were  struck.  They  carried  the 
motto,  "Pike's  Peak  Gold,"  and  bore  the  name  of  the 
minters,  Clark  &  Gruber,  as  a  guarantee  of  their  value. 
This  first  mint  building,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Six- 
teenth and  Holliday  (Alarket)  streets,  was  in  1862  sold  to 
the  United  States  and  has  since  been  used  continuously  as 
an  assay  and  purchasing  office  for  the  government. 

The  mines  created  a  market,  and  it  was  not  long  until 
the  hay  bottoms  of  the  South  Platte  and  its  tributaries 
were  very  valuable.  Some  farming  was  tried  in  1859, 
but  perhaps  the  only  irrigated  field  was  a  two-acre  patch 
near  Golden,  where  D.  K.  Wall  raised  vegetables  success- 
fully and  sold  his  crop  for  about  $2,000.  By  i860  set- 
tlers were  building  log  cabins  all  along  the  river  and  sev- 
eral short  irrigating  ditches  were  taken  out.  Boulder, 
Colorado  City,  Pueblo  and  Canon  City  had  also  begun 
existence  by  this  time. 

QUESTIONS    OF   GOVERNMENT. 

The  people  of  the  new  settlements,  like  true  Ameri- 
cans, now  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  government. 
The  Territories  of  Nebraska  and  Kansas  extended  to  the 
summit  of  the  Snowy  range,  all  of  the  settlements  south 
of  the  fortieth  parallel  being  in  Arapahoe  county,  Kansas. 
The  seat  of  government  was  600  miles  away  and  its  con- 
trol in  the  hands  of  people  unfamiliar  with  the  conditions 
of  the  mining  country.  All  west  of  the  range  was  Utah ; 
south  of  the  Arkansas  river.  New  Mexico.  As  early  as 
1858  a  delegate  was  sent  to  Washington  (but  35  ballots 
being  cast  in  his  election)  to  ask  the  formation  of  a  new 
territory,  but  he  asked  in  vain. 
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*THE   TERRITORY   OF    JEFFERSON. 

In  April,  1859,  a  convention  was  called  to  discuss 
the  formation  of  "a  new  and  independent  state"  to  be  cut 
from  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Utah  and  New  Mexico.  This 
convention  decided  to  ask  for  a  state  extending  between 
meridians  102°  and  110°  and  parallels  37°  and  43°,  to  be 
named  Jefferson.  In  an  election  held  September  5  of  the 
same  year  the  people  voted  to  be  'The  Territory  of  Jeffer- 
son," instead  of  a  state,  and  elected  a  full  set  of  legislative 
and  executive  officers,  with  Robert  W.  Steele  as  governor. 
Curiously  enough,  they  also  elected  county  officers  for 
Arapahoe  county,  Kansas.  Now  territories  are  formed 
by  Congress  and  not  by  vote  of  the  settlers,  and  all  this 
action  was  without  one  iota  of  legal  authority,  yet  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Jefferson  actually  did  exist  and  do  business  and 
Governor  Steele  had  some  shadow  of  government  to  turn 
over  to  the  real  executive,  **William  Gilpin,  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln  to  take  charge  of  the  real  Territory  of 
Colorado  that  Congress  created  in  February,  1861. 

FIFTEEN   YEARS  A  TERRITORY. 

The  first  Territorial  legislature,  assembled  in  Denver, 
chose  Colorado  City  as  the  capital,  but  the  executive  of- 
fices had  been  established  in  Denver  and  never  were  moved 
southward.  In  1862  Golden  was  chosen  as  the  capital  and 
two  or  three, legislatures  actually  met  there,  but  they  al- 
ways ended  by  adjourning  to  the  larger  city.  At  last 
(1867)  Denver  was  decided  upon  as  the  best  place  for  the 
seat  of  government  and  in  1881,  by  vote  of  the  people,  the 

*Note — Jerome  C.  Smiley,  in  his  "History  of  Denver,"  men- 
tions the  Territory  of  Jefferson  as  "the  conspicuous  political 
romance  in  the  history  of  the  Uliited  States."  Population  in 
1860,  34,277;   of  Denver,  4,749. 

**Note — 'William  Gilpin  had  accompanied  Fremont  on  one  of 
his  early  expeditions.  In  1847  he  commanded  a  detachment  of 
troops  sent  against  the  western  Indians.  He  had  great  faith  In 
the  west  and  aided  materially  in  spreading  news  of  the  Colorado 
gold  discoveries.  He  was  a  strong  Union  man  and  was  active  in 
organizing  Federal  forces  during  the  single  year  he  was  governor. 
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question  was  permanently  settled.  A  fine  granite  capitol 
building  was  then  begun  and  finally  completed  in  twenty 
years  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $2,500,000. 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  statehood  for 
the  territory  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  passed  both 
houses  of  Congress  in  1867,  along  with  one  for  the 
admission  of  Nebraska.  President  Johnson  vetoed  both. 
Sufficient  support  was  found  to  pass  the  Nebraska  bill  over 
the  veto,  but  Colorado  was  doomed  to  wait  nine  years 
longer.  At  last,  in  1876,  another  bill  passed  and  was 
signed  by  President  Grant.  A  convention,  held  in  the  city 
of  Denver,  formulated  a  constitution  which  the  people 
adopted  on  the  ist  of  July — just  100  years  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence 
(Colorado  is  rightfully  called  the  Centennial  State)  — 
and  on  August  i  of  the  same  year  the  president  proclaimed 
Colorado  a  state,  the  thirty-ninth  in  the  Union. 

CIVIL   WAR    RECORD. 

The  Territory  began  life  in  stormy  times.  Many  of 
her  citizens  were  from  the  south  and  sympathized  with  the 
Confederates;  but  the  majority  were  from  free  states  and 
public  sentiment  w^as  with  Governor  Gilpin  in  holding  to 
the  Union.  *The  First  Regiment,  Colorado  Volunteers, 
was  organized  in  186 1.  A  second  and  a  third  regiment 
and  a  battery  followed.  All  of  these  organizations  saw 
active  service  and  materially  assisted  in  saving  the  south- 
west. In  1863  the  telegraph  line  at  last  reached  Denver, 
cementing  its  ties  with  the  east ;  but  it  was  still  a  far  cry 
to  a  railroad. 

DENVER   AFTER   THE   WAR. 

That  famous  traveler.  Bayard  Taylor,  visited  the 
territory  in  1866  and  recorded  his  impressions  in  an  inter- 
estinsf  book  entitled  "Colorado."     He  reached  Denver  at 


♦Note — Colorado  furnished  nearly  5,000  men  to  the  Union 
army,  the  largest  number  in  proportion  to  population  of  any 
state  or  territory. 
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the  close  of  a  dusty  stage  trip  of  four  days  and  six  hours 
from  Fort  Riley  and  commented  as  follows  : 

"It  is  as  well  built  as  any  town  of  equal  size  in  the 
Mississippi  valley.  *  *  *  Although  business  of  all 
kinds  is  extraordinarily  dull  at  present,  and  the  people  are 
as  much  dispirited  as  Colorado  nature  will  admit,  Denver 
seems  to  me  to  have  a  very  brisk  and  lively  air.  *  *  *  I 
should  estimate  the  population  of  Denver  at  about  6,000. 
Probably  no  town  in  the  country  ever  grew  up  under  such 
discouraging  circumstances,  or  has  made  more  solid  prog- 
ress in  the  same  length  of  time.  It  was  once  swept  away 
by  the  inundation  of  Cherry  creek ;  once  or  twice  burned ; 
threatened  with  secession;  cut  off  from  intercourse  with 
the  east  by  Indian  outbreaks ;  deprived  of  a  great  portion 
of  its  anticipated  trade  by  our  war ;  made  to  pay  outrage- 
ously for  its  material  and  supplies — and  all  this  within 
seven  years." 

INDIAN  TROUBLES. 

Every  state  has  at  some  time  suffered  from  conflicts 
with  the  Indians,  Colorado  perhaps  less  so  than  most 
others  on  account  of  the  scanty  red  population  and  the 
rapid  increase  of  whites  when  settlement  began.  Fremont 
notes  the  disapearance  of  trappers  through  Indian  depre- 
dations during  the  period  of  exploration ;  the  massacre  of 
Captain  Gunnison  and  his  party  has  been  mentioned.  The 
pony  express,  the  overland  stage  and  the  wagon  trains  of 
early  settlement  days  were  not  entirely  immune  from  at- 
tack. In  1864  the  savages  made  a  concerted  raid  through 
the  Platte  valley,  burning  a  number  of  scattered  ranches 
along  the  stage  line  and  murdering  isolated  settlers.  Old 
Fort  Lupton  then  became  a  place  of  refuge  and  was  for  a 
time  occupied  by  soldiers.  Later  in  the  year  (Nov.  27) 
a  large  band  of  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  was  overtaken 
at  Sand  Creek  by  a  Colorado  regiment  commanded  by 
Colonel  Chivington,  and  several  hundred  Indians,  includ- 
ing women  and  children,  were  slain.  This  engagement, 
which  took  place  some  fifty  miles  northeast  of  Las  Animas, 
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has  since  been  known  as  the  Sand  Creek  massacre.  In 
the  autumn  of  1868  (Sept.  5),  a  company  of  48  men  under 
command  of  General  Forsyth  was  surrounded  by  more 
than  1,000  Indians  while  scouting  on  the  Republican 
river  near  the  Kansas  line.  Hastily  intrenching  on  a 
sandy  island,  the  devoted  band  beat  off  the  savages  and 
withstood  a  nine  days. siege,  being  relieved  at  last  by  re- 
inforcements. This  conflict  is  known  as  the  battle  of 
Beecher's  Island,  named  for  Lieutenant  Beecher,  who 
was  among  the  slain.  This  was  the  last  conflict  of  any 
magnitude  with  the  plains  Indians. 

West  of  the  range  the  Utes  have  twice  caused  consid- 
erable trouble — in  the  massacre  of  Indian  Agent  N.  C. 
Meeker  and  his  helpers  on  the  White  river  in  1879  ^^^^  in 
the  so-called  Ute  war  (a  bloodless  campaign)  in  1887. 
There  are  now  no  Indians  belonging  in  the  State. 

A  GLIMPSE  IN   1870. 

The  census  of  1870  credited  Colorado  with  38,864 
inhabitants.  Mining  was  the  overshadowing  industry  and 
gold  the  principal  object  of  search.  Farming  was  con- 
fined to  the  river  bottoms.  Stock  raising  was  in  its  in- 
fancy and  the  bison  still  lord  of  the  plains.  Denver  was  a 
bustling  town  of  5,000  to  6,000  people,  with  Golden  still 
a  rival.  It  was  the  year  of  the  first  railroad,  the  first 
systematic  school  supervision  and  the  first  agricultural 
colony. 

In  the  report  of  the  first  Territorial  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  Wilbur  C.  Lothrop,  we  find  that 
there  were  129  organized  school  districts  employing  132 
teachers  with  salaries  ranging  from  $33  per  month  in  Fre- 
mont county  to  $175  in  Gilpm.  There  were  6,417  chil- 
dren of  school  age  on  the  census  list,  3,430  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  1,995. 
The  length  of  the  school  term  varied  from  26  days  in 
Huerfano  county  to  160  days  in  Arapahoe,  with  an  aver- 
age of  86  for  the  Territory.  There  were  68  school  houses 
valued  at  $66,106,  owned  by  the  districts.  Denver  was 
just  beginning  her  first  permanent  school  building. 


COLORADO   HISTORY.  21 

RAILV/AY  CONNECTIONS.  ^ 

It  was  a  great  day  for  Colorado  when  Denver  was  at 
last  connected,  with  the  eastern  cities  by  iron  bands  and 
the  railway  superseded  the  wagon  train  and  the  stage 
coach.  The  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  railways 
w^ere  completed  in  1869,  forming  the  first  transcontinental 
route;  but  this  route  was  100  miles  to  the  north.  To  join 
this -line  at  Cheyenne  the  Denver  Pacific  was  built,  the  first 
train  getting  into  Denver  June  15,  1870.  Just  two  months 
later  the  "first  train  from  Kansas  City  rolled  in  over  the 
newly  constructed  Kansas  Pacific.  In  securing  these 
roads,  John  Evans,  the  second  Territorial  governor,  was 
a  conspicuous  and  successful  worker. 

A  COLONY   SETTLEMENT. 

In  May,  1870,  the  Union  Colony  laid  out  the  town  of 
Greeley  and  took  up  prairie  lands  for  farming  purposes 
near  the  junction  of  the  Cache  la  Poudre  and  Platte  rivers. 
This  colony  was  composed  of  readers  of  Horace  Greeley's 
Tribune  and  was  organized  upon  call  of  Nathan  C. 
Meeker,  one  of  the  editors  of  that  paper.  It  was  notable 
in  many  ways,  but  especially  in  these  three:  i.  It  suc- 
cessft^ly  combined  co-operation  with  individual  owner- 
ship. 2.  By  securing  possession  of  a  large  body  of  land 
in  its  corporate  capacity  and  selling  to  its  stockholders 
with  a  reversionary  clause  in  each  deed,  it  forever  barred 
the  public  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  its  territory. 
3.  It  was  the  pioneer  in  large  irrigation  enterprises,  its 
No.  2  canal  being  the  first  in  America  to  scale  the  river 
bluffs  and  water  the  second  bench  or  open  prairie  lands. 
Essentially  a  farming  community,  it  has  steadily  pros- 
pered and  extended  its  influence. 

ITEMS    IN   GROWTH. 

The  spring  of  1871  saw  the  first  rails  laid  on  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  the  road  that  has  since  gridironed 
Colorado's  mountains  and  done  so  much  for  the  develop- 
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ment  of  the  western  slope.  The  city  of  Colorado  Springs 
was  platted  by  the  Fountain  Colony  and  for  nearly  a  year 
was  the  southern  terminus  of  the  road.  Patterning  after 
.Greeley,  this  colony  put  its  lasting  ban  upon  the  sale  of 
liquor  and  has  grown  great  as  a  city  of  homes.  Its  sunny 
climate,  pure  water  and  grand  view  of  Pike's  Peak  have 
made  it  a  resort  for  tourists  and  health  seekers ;  its  enter- 
prise has  made  it  the  third  city  in  the  state. 

In  1872  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  was  extended  to 
Pueblo,  to  which  city  came  also  the  great  Santa  Fe  system 
four  years  later.  The  natural  outlet  for  the  vast  coal  and 
iron  deposits  of  southern  and  central  Colorado  and  with 
the  best  of  railway  facilities,  Pueblo  has  become  the  second 
city  of  the  state  and  the  iron  and  steel  manufacturing  cen- 
ter of  the  great  west. 

LATER    RAILWAYS. 

The  railways  have  done  much  for  Colorado,  and  espe- 
cially for  Denver  as  a  distributing  point  for  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region.  The  first  connections  have  already 
been  noted.  Without  mentioning  in  detail  the  many  short 
lines  since  built  or  the  various  extensions  into  the  moun- 
tain country,  the  following  deserve  notice :  By  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  with  the  Rio  Grande 
Western  at  Grand  Junction  in  1882,  a  Colorado  through 
line  to  Salt  Lake  was  established  and  the  western  fruit 
belt  of  the  state  opened  to  settlement.  That  same  year 
the  Burlington  built  into  Denver  and  gave  another  trunk 
line  east.  In  1887  the  Missouri  Pacific  built  to  Pueblo 
and  the  Santa  Fe  extended  its  line  from  Pueblo  to  Denver. 
The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  opened  still  another 
route  east  in  1888,  making  Colorado  Springs  its  western 
terminus.  Other  noteworthy  roads  are  the  Midland,  built 
westward  from  Colorado  Springs  in  1888,  and  the  Colo- 
rado &  Southern.  The  latter  is  an  aggregation  of  vari- 
ous short  lines  with  the  Denver,  Texas  &  Fort  Worth, 
built  during  the  eighties,  but  combined  into  one  system  in 
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1898.  It  controls  over  1,500  miles  of  track,  extending 
into  Wyoming  and  southward  into  New  Mexico  and 
Texas. 

THE  YEARS   OF   PROSPERITY. 

From  the  Admission  of  Colorado  as  a  state  to  1893 
the  commonwealth  enjoyed  great  material  prosperity  and 
grew  very  rapidly  in  wealth  and  population.  Gold  min- 
ing pushed  steadily  forward  and  smelters  and  reduction 
mills  were  established.  Silver  mining  became  one  of  the 
larges^  industries  in  the  state,  the  output  exceeding  that  of 
gold  in  value.  One  of  the  epochs  of  silver  mining  was  the 
discovery  of  carbonate  ores  in  California  gulch  and  the 
consequent  marvelous  growth  of  Leadville  during  1878- 
79.  This  community  had  been  originally  founded  on  gold 
mining,  but  became  the  greatest  silver  camp  in  the  world. 
Upon  the  decline  in  the  value  of  silver  it  languished  for  a 
time,  but  has  since  taken  on  a  new  and  more  substantial 
growth. 

During  these  years  agriculture  became  more  promi- 
nent. Syndicates  were  formed  to  construct  great  irrigat- 
ing canals  covering  large  areas  of  land,  and  different  por- 
•  tions  of  the  state  began  to  be  famed  for  the  production  of 
specific  crops;  thus  the  western  slope  became  known  far 
and  wide  for  its  fruit,  the  Arkansas  valley  for  canteloups 
and  melons,  the  eastern  foothills  for  grapes  and  small 
fruits,  and  the  valleys  of  the  Platte  and  Poudre  for  grain 
and  potatoes. 

The  cattle  industry  was  now  at  its  height.  The  bison 
that  in  1870  were  counted  by  thousands,  in  the  early  8o's 
had  become  very  scarce,  and  the  great  cattle  companies 
had  divided  the  ranges  and  were  already  crowding  each 
other  for  the  use  of  free  pasturage. 

Manufacturing  also  made  considerable  progress. 
Groups  of  smelters  were  established  at  Argo  and  Globe- 
ville  and  other  places  in  the  state.  Iron  and  steel  mills 
were  built  at  Pueblo  and  that  city  became  the  center  of 
iron  industries  in  the  west.     Cotton  mills  were  started  at 
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Denver;  and  the  production  of  mining  machinery  also 
gave  employment  to  a  portion  of  her  population. 

But  beyond  all  else  was  the  growth  of  the  city  of 
Denver.  From  a  big  border  town  it  had  become  in  1880 
a  city  of  35,000,  and  by  1890  it  was  the  metropolis  of  the 
entire  Rocky  Mountain  region,  with  a  population  of  over 
100,000  and  a  wholesale  trade  that  dominated  several 
states. 

THE   LEAN  YEARS. 

A  crushing  blow  fell  on  the  state  in  1893.  The  price 
of  farm  products  was  below  the  cost  of  production,  wheat 
being  only  36  cents  per  bushel.  The  price  of  silver  was 
also  slipping  downward,  when  President  Cleveland  called 
a  special  session  of  Congress  to  repeal  the  Sherman  silver 
purchasing  act.  Silver  now  fell  rapidly  and  every  silver 
mine  in  the  state  closed  down.  Within  a  month  a  ma- 
jority of  the  banks  throughout  the  state  were  forced  to 
suspend  payment.  An  army  of  unemployed  men  congre- 
gated in  the  cities  seeking  any  method  of  making  a  living, 
while  thousands  of  others  hastened  away  from  the  state. 
It  was  a  time  of  stress  and  want  and  bitter  poverty  for 
many  who  had  been  well-to-do,  almost  of  despair  for  the 
wage-worker,  but  the  bountiful  crops  forbade  absolute 
starvation  and  the  more  fortunate  assisted  nobly  in  fur- 
nishing work  and  food  to  the  needy. 

The  sharp  edge  of  the  panic  passed  during  the  sum- 
mer, many  banks  re-opening  in  August,  but  farming  did 
not  become  profitable  for  several  years  and  silver  mining 
has  never  fully  recovered  its  former  place  among  our  in- 
dustries. 

One  effect  of  the  panic  was  to  turn  the  attention  of 
more  people  to  gold  hunting  and  to  make  this  occupation 
relatively  more  profitable.  It  was  just  at  this  time,  for- 
tunately, that  the  Cripple  Creek  district  revealed  its  richest 
store.  In  1882  a  surveyor  named  Theo.  H.  Lowe  had  dis- 
covered gold  in  promising  quantities  near  the  western 
base  of  Pike's  Peak.     He  was  not  able  to  develop  his 


COLORADO   HISTORY.  25 

claim,  but  after  many  failures  he  succeeded  in  interesting 
parties  who  did.  This  mine,  now  the  famous  Gold  King, 
was  pushed  into  paying  ore  in  1891  and  led  to  the  explora- 
tion and  development  of  the  Cripple  Creek  district,  now 
the  greatest  gold  producing  district  in  the  United  States. 
A  large  valley  in  the  district  was  owned  and  used  as  a 
cattle  ranch  by  Bennett  &  Myers  of  Colorado  Springs. 
These  gentlemen  platted  the  townsite  of  Cripple  Creek  in 
October,  1891,  and  the  city  had  an  immediate  and  perma- 
nent growth.  Entered  at  first  only  by  mountain  trails, 
it  now  has  three  railroad  outlets  over  what  had  seemed 
impossible  barriers. 

EQUAL    SUFFRAGE. 

The  year  of  the  panic  was  notable  politically  as  a 
year  of  enfranchisement.  At  the  November  election  the 
question  of  striking  the  word  "male"  from  the  qualifica- 
tions of  voters  was  submitted  to  the  people  and  carried  by 
more  than  6,000  majority.  This  result  gave  women  equal 
privileges  with  men,  not  only  in  voting  at  all  elections,  but 
in  the  right  to  hold  office ;  but  it  did  not  remove  the  male 
qualification  required  for  jurors  or  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard. 

A    RADICAL   GOVERNOR. 

The  troublous  days  of  panic  found  Davis  H.  Waite 
in  the  executive  chair.  Waite  was  honest  and  able,  but 
headstrong  and  fiery  of  speech.  In  1894  he  removed  the 
Denver  Fire  and  Police  Board  from  office,  but  they  re- 
fused to  go,  entrenching  themselves  in  the  city  hall  and 
continuing  to  direct  the  police  force.  Without  waiting 
the  slow  movement  of  the  courts  Governor  Waite  called 
out  the  National  Guard  and  trained  their  guns  on  the  city 
hall.  Great  excitement  ensued  and  quiet  was  attained 
only  by  calling  federal  troops  from  Fort  Logan  to  police 
the  city.  Later  the  governor  used  the  militia  to  protect 
the  striking  miners  of  Bull  Hill  in  the  Cripple  Creek  dis- 
trict from  a  posse  of  armed  men  in  command  of  the  sheriff 
of  El  Paso  county.     It  is  but  fair  to  add  that  in  both  in- 
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Stances  the  governor  attained  his  object  without  blood- 
shed and  was  sustained  by  the  courts,  but  the  people 
feared  his  radical  methods  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office  he  failed  of  re-election. 

OTHER  USES  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  GUARD. 

In  the  fall  of  1896  Governor  Mclntyre  was  obliged 
to  send  several  companies  of  the  National  Guard  to  Lead- 
ville  to  preserve  property  endangered  during  a  conflict 
between  miners  and  mine  operators.  A  portion  of  th^ 
troops  remained  on  duty  during  a  large  part  of  the  winter. 

In  the  spring  of  1898  came  the  call  for  volunteers  to 
serve  the  government  in  the  war  with  Spain.  The  Guard 
responded  nobly  and  the  state  was  able  in  a  very  short 
time  to  send  into  the  field  the  First  Regiment,  Colorado 
Volunteers,  trained  and  ready  for  duty.  This  regiment 
was  sent  to  the  Philippines  and  assisted  in  the  taking  of 
Manila,  remaining  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  un- 
til September,  1899. 

Labor  disturbances  in  1903  caused  Governor  Pea- 
body  to  send  a  company  of  state  troops  to  Colorado  City, 
where  the  smelter  employees  were  on  strike.  This  diffi- 
culty was  soon  adjusted,  but  later  the  miners  of  the  Crip- 
ple Creek  district  ordered  a  sympathetic  strike  in  those 
mines  shipping  ore  to  certain  Colorado  City  smelters  that 
they  claimed  had  not  kept  their  agreement.  The  gover- 
nor then  sent  over  1,000  soldiers  into  the  Cripple  Creek 
district  to  maintain  order  and  afterward  declared  Teller 
county  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  holding  the  district  un- 
der martial  law  until  February,  1904.  During  a  large 
part  of  the  same  winter  state  troops  were  also  employed 
in  Telluride  to  assist  in  opening  the  mines  there. 

A   DECADE  OF  PROGRESS. 

During  the  past  ten  years  (1894- 1904)  the  state  has 
recovered  from  the  hard  times  of  1893  ^"^  has  prospered 
greatly.  It  stands  first  in  the  output  of  gold  and  first  in 
silver,  with  very  considerable  accounts  in  copper,   lead 
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and  other  metals.  Its  inexhaustible  coal  fields  and  rich 
iron  mines  are  being  utilized  in  many  industries,  chief 
among  them  being  the  great  works  of  the  Colorado  Fuel 
and  Iron  Company. 

Manufacturing  has  kept  pace  with  other  industries, 
not  only  in  the  growth  and  development  of  older  estab- 
lishments, but  in  the  projection  of  new  enterprises.  The 
most  prominent  of  these  is  the  manufacture  of  beet  sugar, 
begun  at  Grand  Junction  in  1899.  The  close  of  1903 
found  eight  other  giant  factories  (two  in  the  Arkansas 
valley  and  six  in  northern  Colorado)  in  successful  opera- 
tion, representing  an  outlay  for  buildings  and  machinery 
of  $6,000,000  and  requiring  the  product  of  50,000  acres 
of  land. 

In  irrigation,  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  storage 
reservoirs  and  less  flood  water  is  wasted  than  formerly. 
High  line  ditches  have  also  been  constructed  to  divert  un- 
used water  from  the  western  side  of  the  range  to  the 
thirsty  plains  at  its  eastern  base,  where  Nature  has  spread 
her  millions  of  acres  of  rich  but  semi-arid  farm  lands; 
and  the  end  is  not  yet.,  Agriculture  now  stands  first 
among  the  state's  industries  in  annual  production.  Close- 
ly allied  to  it  is  the  sheep  feeding  industry  that  has 
doubled  the  farm  value  of  the  hay  crop  and  turned  beet 
tops  and  other  waste  into  money.  Hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  lambs  are  now  annually  imported  from  New 
Mexico,  fattened  on  the  ranches  during  the  winter  months, 
and  sent  to  the  markets  of  Chicago  or  the  Missouri  river 
cities.  Stock  raising  holds  its  own  with  somewhat 
changed  conditions,  and  grazing  herds  and  flocks  are  the 
principal  feature  of  the  eastern  third  of  the  state. 

Great  advance  has  been  made  in  the  development  of 
public  utilities.  Not  only  have  the  street  railway  systems 
of  the  cities  been  improved  and  extended,  but  water  works, 
gas  and  electric  light  plants  have  been  installed  in  nearly 
every  town  of  any  size,  and  the  telephone  system  has 
bound  the  whole  state  together  with  its  wires,  pushing 
urban  conveniences  out  to  the  farms  and  scattered  ranches. 
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The  rural  free  delivery  established  by  the  United  States 
Postoffice  Department  and  the  better  grading  of  rural 
schools  through  the  influence  of  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  are  noteworthy  gains.  Railway  build- 
ing has  not  maintained  the  pace  set  in  the  preceding  de- 
cade, being  confined  mainly  to  short  spurs  from  existing 
roads.  In  the  Cripple  Creek  district,  however,  three  dif- 
ficult lines  were  constructed,  one  joining  the  Midland 
road  and  one  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  while  the  last  one 
built  connects  the  great  gold  camp  directly  with  Colo- 
rado Springs.  Of  unusual  importance  is  the  Denver  and 
Northwestern  &  Pacific,  known  as  the  Moffat  road,  whjch 
in  1903  began  construction  across  the  divide  and  through 
Middle  Park  and  Routt  county.  This  will  open  a  large 
extent  of  country,  rich  in  natural  resources,  and  give  Den- 
ver a  short  line  to  Salt  Lake  and  eventually  another  out- 
let to  the  Pacific  coast.  A  new  mint  building,  ordered  by 
Congress  in  1893,  is  now^  nearing  completion  in  Denver, 
and  it  is  expected  that  soon  the  precious  metals  of  this 
greatest  mining  state  will  be  coined  at  home  by  the  gov- 
ernment, as  they  were  by  private  enterprise  more  than 
forty  years  ago. 

More  and  more  Colorado  has  become  noted  as  a  sum- 
mer resort  and  Denver  as  a  convention  city.  Ten  thou- 
sand teachers  met  there  with  the  National  Educational 
Association  in  1895.  Three  years  later  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Clubs  convened  in  Denver.  Doctors, 
lawyers,  bankers,  cattle  growers,  mining  engineers  and 
railway  men  have  found  the  city  a  pleasant  place  for  con- 
ventions; the  International  Sunday  School  Association 
brought  its  thousands  in  1903^  and  in  1903  the  hosts  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Socities  gathered  in  the  "Queen 
City  of  the  Plains,"  whose  population  is  one-fourth  of 
the  state  and  whose  motto  is  "Forward." 
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APPENDIX 

TERRITORIAL    DELEGATES    IN    CONGRESS. 

Hiram  P.  Bennett,  elected  Dec.  2,  1861. 
Hiram  P.  Bennett,  re-elected  Oct.  7,  1862. 
Allen  A.  Bradford,  elected  July  11,  1864. 
George  M.  Chilcott,  elected  Nov.  14,  1865. 
George  M.  Chilcott,  re-elected  August  7,  1866. 
Allen  A.  Bradford,  re-elected  Sept.  8,  1868. 
Jerome  B.  Chaffee,  elected  Sept.  13,  1870. 
Jerome  B.,  Chaffee,  re-elected  Sept.  10,  1872. 
Thomas  M.  Patterson,  elected  Sept.  8,  1874. 

REPRESENTATIVES    IN    CONGRESS    FROM   THE   STATE    OF 
COLORADO. 

James  B.  Belford,  Oct.  3,  1876,  unexpired  term  of  Forty- 
fourth  Congress. 

Thomas  M.  Patterson,  Nov.  7,  1876,  Forty-fifth  Con- 
gress. 

James  B.  Belford,  Oct.,  1878,  Forty-sixth  Congress. 

James  B.  Belford,  Nov.,  1880,  Forthy-seventh  Congress. 

James  B.  Belford,  Nov.,  1882,  Forty-eighth  Congress. 

George  C.  Symes,  Nov.,  1884,  Forty-ninth  Congress. 

George  C.  Symes,  Nov.,  1886,  Fiftieth  Congress. 

Hosea  Townsend,  Nov.,  1888,  Fifty-first  Congress. 

Hosea  Townsend,  Nov.,  1890,  Fifty-second  Congress. 

Lafe  Pence,  First  District,  Nov.,  1892,  Fifty-third  Con- 
gress. 

John  C.  Bell,  Second  District,  Nov..  1892.  Fifty-third 
Congress.  * 

John  F.  Shafroth,  First  District,  Nov.,  1894.  Fifty-fourth 
Congress. 

John  C.  Bell,  Second  District,  Nov.,  1894,  Fifty-fourth 
Congress. 

John  F.  Shafroth,  First  District,  Nov.,  1896,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress. 
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John  C.  Bell,  Second  District,  Nov.,  1896,  Fifty-fifth 
Congress. 

John  F.  Shafroth,  First  District,  Nov.,  1898,  Fifty-sixth 
Congress. 

John  C.  Bell,  Second  District,  Nov.,  1898,  Fifty-sixth 
Congress. 

John  F.  Shafroth,  First  District,  Nov.,  1900,  Fifty-sev- 
enth Congress. 

John  C.  Bell,  Second  District,  Nov.,  1900,  Fifty-seventh 
Congress. 

Robert  W.  Bonynge,  First  District,  Nov.,  1902,  Fifty- 
eighth  Congress. 

Herschel  M.  Hogg,  Second  District,  Nov.,  1902,  Fifty- 
eighth  Congress. 

Franklin  E.  Brooks,  Congressman-at-Large,  Nov.,  1902, 
Fifty-eighth  Congress. 

SENATORS  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  COLORADO. 

Jerome  B.  Chaffee,  elected  Nov.  14,  1876,  term  expired 

March,  1879. 
Henry  M.  Teller,  elected  Nov.    14,   1876,  term  expired 

March,  1877. 
Henry  M.  Teller,  re-elected  Dec.  9,  1876,  for  full  term  of 

six  years. 
Nathaniel  P.  Hill,  elected  Jan.  9,  1879,  for  full  term  of 

six  years,  to  succeed  Chaffee. 
George  M.  Chilcott,  appointed  by  Governor  Pitkin,  April 

II,   1882,  for  unexpired  term  of  Teller,  appointed 

secretary  of  the  interior. 
H.  A.  W.  Tabor,  elected  Jan.  26,  1883,  for  unexpired 

term  of  Teller,  consisting  of  thirty  days. 
Thomas  M.  Bowen,  elected  Jan.  26,  1883,  for  full  term, 

to  succeed  Teller. 
Henry  M.  Teller,  re-elected  Jan.  21,  1885,  for  full  term, 

to  succeed  Hill. 
Edward  O.  Wolcott,  elected  Jan.  16,  1889,  for  full  term, 

to  succeed  Bowen. 
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Henry  M.  Teller,  re-elected  Jan.  21,  1891,  for  full  term. 
Edward  O.  Wolcott,  re-elected  Jan.    16,    1895,   for  full 

term. 
Henry  M.  Teller,  re-elected  Jan.  20.  1897,  for  full  term. 
Thomas  M.  Patterson,  elected  Jan.  15.  1901,  for  full  term. 
Henry  M.  Teller,  re-elected  Jan.,  1903,  for  full  term. 

GOVERNORS  OF  COLORADO  TERRITORY. 

William  Gilpin,  1861-62,  appointed  by  President  Lincoln. 
John  Evans,  1862-65,  appointed  by  President  Lincoln. 
Alexander  Cummings,   1865-67,  appointed  by  President 

Johnson. 
A.  C.  Hunt,  1867-69,  appointed  by  President  Johnson. 
Edward  M.   McCook,   1869-73,  appointed  by  President 

Grant. 
Samuel  H.  Elbert,  1873-74.  appointed  by  President  Grant. 
Edward  M.  McCook.    1874-75,  appointed  by  President 

Grant. 
John  L.  Routt,  1875-77,  appointed  by  President  Grant. 

GOVERNORS   OF  THE   STATE   OF   COLORADO. 


John  L.  Routt,  1877-79. 
Fred  W.  Pitkin,  1879-83. 
James  B.  Grant,  1883-85. 
Benj.  H.  Eaton,  1885-87. 
Alva  Adams,  1887-89. 
Job  A.  Cooper,  1889-91. 
John  L.  Routt.  1891-93. 


Davis  H.  Waite,  1893-95. 
Albert  W.  Mclntyre,  1895- 

97- 
Alva  Adams,  1897-99. 
Charles  S.   Thomas,   1899- 

1901. 
James  B.  Orman,   1901-03. 


James  H.  Peabody.  190^ 

SCHOOL  STATISTICS  BY  DECADES. 


rEAB 

SCHOOL 
CEXSC8 

ENROLLMENT 

AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE 

TEEM 

TEACHERS 

PROPERTY 

I860.. 
1870.. 
1880. 
1890.. 
1900.. 

No  Statistic 

6,417 

35,566 

95,137 

133,142 

s,    bat  three 

3,430 

22,119 

65,490 

117,555 

or  four   subs 

1,995 

12,618 

38,714 

73,291 

cription  sc 
86  days 
83  (1878) 
140 
142 

hools  opera* 

132 

678 
2,375 
3,317 

ing. 

$     66,106 

682,410 

4,887,809 

7,128,240 

1902 . . 

173,055 

130,369 

82,696 

149 

3,584 

6,950,867 

NoTK — The  average  term  of  graded  schools  in  1892  was  171  days,    and  such   schools 
contain  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire  enrollment. 
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STATE    INSTITUTIONS   OF    HIGHER   LEARNING. 

State    University,    at    Boulder,    incorporated    in    1861, 

opened  in  1877. 
State  Agricultural  College,  at  Fort  Collins,  established  in 

1870. 
State  Normal  School,  at  Greeley,  opened  in  1890. 
State  School  of  Mines,  at  Golden,  opened  in  1873. 

INSTITUTIONS    NOT   SUPPORTED    BY   THE    STATE. 

Denver  University,  incorporated  as  Colorado  Seminary  in 
1864,  organized  as  Denver  University  in  1880,  Den- 
ver, Methodist. 

Colorado  College,  established  in  1874,  Colorado  Springs, 
Christian,  but  not  denominational. 
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HELPFUL  BOOKS  ON  COLORADO  HISTORY. 


Pike's   Exploratory   Travels 


*Long's  First  Expedition Edwin  James. 

Hall's  History  of  Colorado 

*Fassett's  Colorado 


^History  of  Denver Jerome  C.   Smiley. 

Encyclopedia  of  Biography  of  Colorado 

Wm.  N.  Byers. 

*  History  of  Greeley  and  the  Union  Cololiy Boyd. 

*Fremont's  Life,  Explorations  and  Public  Services..  . — 

^Memoirs  of  John  Charles  Fremont 

The  Santa  Fe  Trail Inman. 

California  snd  Oregon  Trail Parkman. 

Life  of  Kit  Carson Edw.  S.  Ellis. 

^Colorado Bayard   Taylor. 


*Books  marked  x  are  out  of  print,  but  may  occasionally  be 
found  in  old  book  stores. 
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THE   STATE. 

The  Fundamental  Law  of  the  State  is  the  State 
Constitution.  It  was  prepared  by  an  elected  convention 
in  1876  and  was  adopted  by  the  people  or  the  First  day  of 
July  of  that  year,  the  commonwealth  being  recognized  as 
a  state*  by  President  Grant  in  a  proclamation  dated  x\u- 
gust  1st. 

The  Constitution  is  subordinate  only  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  It  consists  of  a  Preamble, 
twenty  Articles  and  a  Schedule,  the  last  named  relating 
mainly  to  transfers  from  territorial  to  State  government. 
It  defines  the  boundaries  of  the  State  and  sets  forth  a  "Bill 
of  Rights,"  to  which  rights  it  declares  every  citizen  en- 
titled. It  provides  the  usual  division  into  legislative, 
executive  and  judicial  departments,  defining  the  powers  of 
each,  and  makes  specific  declarations  regarding  many  im- 
portant matters  of  government.  Amendments  may  be 
proposed  by  the  General  Assembly  upon  two-thirds  vote  of 
each  house  and  adopted  or  rejected  by  the  people  at  the 
time  a  new  Assembly  is  chosen. 

The  principal  changes  made  in  the  Constitution  since 
its  adoption  are : 

Salary  of  governor  and  supreme  and  district  judges 
fixed,  in  1882. 

Maximum  length  of  legislative  sessions  increased 
from  40  days  to  90  days  and  pay  of  members  raised  from 
$4  to  $7  per  day.  in  1884. 

A  change  in  Section  i.  Article  VI,  under  which  the 
Court  of  Appeals  was  created,  in  1886. 

Equal  suffrage  adopted  (by  striking  out  the  word 
"male"  from  qualifications  of  voters),  in  1893. 
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Enlarged  power  of  amendment,  allowing  six  Articles, 
instead  of  but  one,  to  be  amended  at  any  one  election,  in 
1900. 

Consolidation  of  State  and  county  elections  (which 
had  been  held  in  alternate  years),  in  1902. 

Full  citizenship  and  twelve  months'  residence  de- 
manded in  voters,  in  1902. 

General  Assembly  commanded  to  enact  an  eight-hour 
day  for  laborers  in  mines,  smelters  and  dangerous  em- 
ployments, in  1902. 

City  and  County  of  Denver  created,  with  very  exten- 
sive powers  in  forming  its  own  charter,  in  1902. 

ELECTIONS. 

General  Elections,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
National  State  and  County  ofificers,  are  held  on  the  Tues- 
day following  the  first  Monday  of  November  in  each  even 
numbered  year. 

Voters.  The  qualifications  necessary  for  a  voter  at 
any  election  are:  A  person  (of  either  sex)  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  a  resident  of 
the  State  one  year,  of  the  county  ninety  days,  of  the  city 
or  town  thirty  days  and  of  the  precinct  ten  days.  (In 
school  elections,  thirty  days  in  the  district.) 

Voting.  For  all  elections,  except  for  school  district 
officers,  registration  of  voters  is  imperative  and  the  Aus- 
tralian ballot  is  required.  The  form  of  ballot  used  groups 
candidates  according  to  office  and  places  names  of  persons 
seeking  the  same  office  in  alphabetical  order,  with  the 
name  of  his  poltical  party  following  each.  A  blank  space 
is  also  left,  that  the  voter  may  write  a  name  if  he  so  de- 
sires. Party  "straight  tickets"  may  be  voted  by  writing 
the  party  name  at  the  head  of  the  ballot,  or  an  individual 
may  be  voted  for  by  making  an  X  opposite  his  name. 
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LEGISLATIVE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  General  Assembly.  The  legislative  body  is 
called  the  General  Assembly ;  it  consists  of  a  Senate  and 
a  House  of  Representatives,  in  all  lOO  members.  To  be 
eligible  to  membership  a  person  must  be  a  qualified  voter, 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  for  twelve  months  a  resident  of  the  district  from 
which  chosen. 

The  General  Assembly  meets  biennially,  at  nooii  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  January  of  each  odd-numbered 
year.  , 

It  may  be  convened  in  extraordinary  session  by  the 
Governor.  (These  "extra"  sessions  may  transact  only 
such  business  as  is  mentioned  in  the  call.) 

The  prmcipal  duty  of  the  Assembly  is  to  make  laws. 
It  also  elects  United  States  senators  and  may  impeach 
State  officers. 

Sessions  may  not  last  more  than  ninety  days. 

Members  receive  $7  per  day  for  attendance  and  15 
cents  for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled. 

A  majority  of  each  house  constitutes  a  quorum  to 
transact  business. 

Each  house  determines  its  own  rules  of  procedure, 
judges  of  the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  members, 
may  punish  members  for  contempt,  and  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  may  expel  a  member. 

Each  house  must  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings 
and  may  publish  the  same.  Sessions  are  open  to  the  pub- 
lic "unless  business  is  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret." 

No  bills,  except  general  appropriation  bills,  may  be 
introduced  after  the  first  thirty  days  of  the  session. 

A  bill,  to  become  a  law,  must  relate  to  but  one  sub- 
ject, which  must  be  expressed  in  the  title.  It  must  be  re- 
ferred to  a  commitee,  returned  therefrom,  and  printed  for 
use  of  members.  It  must  be  read  by  title  when  intro- 
duced and  read  at  length  on  two  different  days  in  each 
house;   and   all    substantial   amendments   to   it  must  be 
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printed  before  the  final  vote  is  taken.  On  final  passage 
the  vote  must  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  the  names  of 
those  voting  to  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  it  must  re- 
ceive the  votes  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  each  house.  The  presiding  officer  of  each  house  must 
sign  it  in  the  presence  of  the  house  over  which  he  pre- 
sides ;  it  then  goes  to  the  Governor  for  approval. 

The  Governor  has  the  veto  power,  but  the  General 
Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  house,  voting 
separately,  may  pass  a  law  over  the  veto. 

All  laws  iDegin:  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Colorado."  This  is  called  the 
style  of  the  laws  or  the  enacting  clause. 

The  Senate  has  thirty-five  members  in  two  divi- 
sions, a  part  elected  each  even-numbered  year  for  a  four- 
years'  term. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  is  the  presiding  officer. 
He  has  no  vote  except  in  case  of  tie.  (Because  he  is  not 
a  senator.) 

Other  officers,  including  president  pro  tempore,  who 
is  one  of  the  members,  are  chosen  by  the  senate. 

The  Senate  has  the  usual  executive  function  of  pass- 
ing on  all  important  gubernatorial  appointments  and  con- 
firming or  rejecting  the  same.  It  has  the  judicial  func- 
tion of  trying  all  cases  of  impeachment  of  State  executive 
or  judicial  officers. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  sixty-five 
members ;  their  term  of  office  is  two  years. 

They  elect  one  of  their  number  as  presiding  officer. 
He  is  called  the  Speaker  and  has  a  vote  on  all  questions. 
They  also  elect  minor  officers. 

Bills  for  raising  revenue  must  originate  in  the  House, 
but  they  may  be  amended  in  the  Senate.  The  House  has 
the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 
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EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

State  Officers  are  elected  in  November  of  even- 
numbered  years,  take  office  the  following  January  (  the 
second  Tuesday)  and  serve  for  two  years.  The  Gover- 
nor, Lieutenant  Governor  and  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  must  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
other  state  officers  twenty-five  years ;  all  must  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States  and  have  resided  in  Colorado  at  least 
two  years  next  preceding  election ;  the  Attorney  General 
must  also  be  a  licensed  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
good  standing.  All  are  eligible  for  re-election  except  the 
Treasurer  and  Auditor,  neither  of  whom  may  serve  more 
than  one  term. 

The  Governor 

Is  the  supreme  executive  officer  of  the  State. 

Appoints  many  subordinate  officers. 

He  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  National  Guard 
and  may  call  it  into  active  service  to  suppress  riot 
or  insurrection  or  to  repel  invasion. 

He  sends  messages  and  recommendations  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly, 

Approves  or  vetoes  bills  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, and 

May  convene  thfe  General  Assembly  in  extraordi- 
nary session. 

He  may  grant  reprieves  or  pardons  to  persons  con- 
victed of  crime. 

His  salary  is  $5,000  per  annum. 

The  Lieutenant  Governor 

Presides  over  the  Senate. 

Becomes  governor  en  the  death,  removal  or  resigna- 
tion of  that  official,  and  acts  as  such  during  the 
governor's  absence  from  the  State. 

Salary,  $1,000  per  annum. 
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The  Secretary  of  State 

Keeps  the  State  records. 

Has  charge  of  the  great  seal  of  the  State. 

Issues  commissions  to  officers  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor and  to  those  elected  at  State  elections. 

Issues  to  corporations  certificates  entitling  them  to 
do  business  in  the  State. 

Is  ex-officio  labor  commissioner. 

Salary,  $3,000  per  annum. 

The  State  Treasurer 

Keeps  State  money  and  pays  out  same  according  to 

law. 
Salary,  $6,000:  he  must  give  bond  in  the  sum  of 

$1,000,000. 

Auditor  of  State 

Keeps  the  financial  accounts  of  the  State  and  issues 

warrants  on  the  state  treasurer. 
Has  charge  of  the  Insurance  department 
Collects  certain  taxes  on  corporations. 
Salary,  $3,000. 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

Has  general  supervision  of  all  schools  and  of  county 

superintendents. 
Apportions  State  school  funds  to  the  several  counties. 
Prepares  questions  and   rules   for  county  teachers' 

examinations. 
Interprets  the  school  law. 
Is  ex-officio  state  librarian. 
Salary  $3,000  per  annum. 

Attorney  General 

Appears  for  the  State  in  legal  actions  to  which  it  is 
a  party. 

Furnishes  written  legal  opinions  to  the  General  As- 
sembly or  to  the  executive  departments  of  the  State. 

Salary  $3,000. 
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STATE   BOARDS. 

The  following  Boards  are  created  and  their  duties 
defined  by  the  State  Constitution. 

State  Board  of  Canvassers 

Composed  of  the  governor,  secretary  of  state,  treas- 
urer, auditor  and  attorney  general. 

Canvasses  the  vote  in  State  and  National  elections 
and  orders  certificates  of  election  to  the  success- 
ful candidates  (except  the  vote  for  State  executive 
officers,  which  is  canvassed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly). 

State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners 

Composed  of  the  governor,  secretary  of  state,  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  and  attorney  gen- 
eral. 

Has  control  of  the  leasing  and  sale  of  State  school 
lands. 

State  Board  of  Education 

Composed  of  superintendent  of  public  instruction, 

secretary  of  state,  and  attorney  general. 
Makes  regulations  for  the  government  of  schools. 
Hears  appeals  from  county  superintendents. 
Grants  State  certificates  to  teach. 

State  Board  of  Equalization 

Composed  of  governor,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer, 
auditor  and  attorney  general. 

Adjusts  and  equalizes  the  valuation  of  property 
among  the  several  counties  of  the  State  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxation. 

Assesses  the  property  of  corporations,  such  as  rail- 
roads, telegraph  and  telephone  companies,  etc. 
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MINOR   STATE  OFFICERS. 

Many  State  officers  are  appointed  by  the  governor ;  in 
some  cases  these  must  be  confirmed  by  the  senate.  The 
following  are  the  most  important. 

State  Engineer 

Has  general  control  of  irrigation. 

Attends  to  engineering  work  in  which  the  State  is 
engaged. 

Has  assistants  (appointed  by  the  governor,  subject 
to  civil  service  rules)  who  supervise  the  distri- 
bution of  water  in  various  divisions  of  the  State. 

Commissioner  of  Mines 

Has  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  and  of  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  metalliferous  mining. 

Coal  Mine  Inspector 

Enters  and  inspects  all  coal  mines  where  more  than 
ten  men  are  employed,  to  see  that  the  mining  laws 
are  obeyed. 

Boiler  Inspector 

Inspects  steam  boilers  and  condemns  those  found 
unsafe. 

State  Dairy  Commissioner 

Inspects  dairy  products  and  prosecutes  infractions  of 
the  laws  regard  the  same. 

Game  and  Fish  Commissioner 

Enforces  laws  relating  to  game  and  fish. 

Distributes  eggs  and  young  fish  to  the  streams  of  the 

State. 
Appoints  wardens  and  special  deputies  to  assist  in 

preserving  game  and  fish. 

State  Inspector  of  Oils 

Tests  and  brands  petroleum  products  at  oil  refineries. 
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Adjutant  General 

Has  charge  of  the  military  property  of  the  State. 
Is  the   officer    through    whom    the    Commander-in- 
chief  issues  orders  to  the  National  Guard. 

Inspector  General 

Inspects  armories  and  ,the  National  Guard  at  least 
once  a  year. 

MINOR   STATE   BOARDS. 

These  Boards  are  created  by  the  General  Assembly. 
The  members  are  appointed  by  the  governor  (except  as 
noted)  and  as  rule  do  not  receive  salaries.  They  are 
usually  paid  the  actual  expense  required  by  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties. 

Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections 

Consists  of  the  governor  and  six  other  members  ap- 
pointed by  him. 

Investigates  the  management  of  prisons,  reformator- 
ies, asylums,  etc. 

State  Board  of  Health 

Enforces  laws  in  regard  to  public  health. 
Labors  specifically  to  prevent  the  spread  of  contag- 
ious diseases. 

State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners 

Issues  certificates  for  the  practice  of  medicine. 

State  Board  of  Dental  Examiners 

Examines  and  licenses  practitioners  in  dental  sur- 
gery. 

State  Board  of  Pharmacy 

Examines  and  licenses  pharmacists. 

Board  of  Inspection  Commissioners 

Appoints  cattle  inspectors  and  enforces  the  live  stock 
laws. 
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State  Vetinary  Sanitary  Board 

Appoints  inspectors  to  "prevent  and  suppress  in- 
fectious and  contagious  diseases  among  sheep." 

State  Board  of  Agriculture 

Seeks  to  promote  the  interests  of  agriculture  in  the 
State. 

Has  charge  of  the  Agricultural  College  and  experi- 
ment stations. 

State  Board  of  Horticulture 

Promotes  fruit  growing  and  combats  fruit  pests  and 
diseases. 

State  Military  Board 

Considers  matters  relating  to  armories  and  the  or- 
ganization and  equipment  of  the  National  Guard. 

State  Auditing  Board 

Controls  and  directs  the  expenditure  of  the  fund  for 

contingent  expenses  of  State  offices. 
Composed  of  the  governor,  auditor  and  attorney  gen- 
eral. 

State  Board  of  Arbitration 

Hears  and  decides  labor  disputes  when  both  sides  to 
the  disagreement  so  request. 
Board  of  Capitol  Managers 

Have  general  control  of  the  capitol  building. 

STATE    INSTITUTIONS. 

The  State  of  Colorado  maintains  the  following 
institutions  for  the  education,  care,  correction  and  pro- 
tection of  its  citizens,  and  the  General  x\ssembly  from  time 
to  time  makes  appropriations  for  their  support : 

State  University 

Located  at  Boulder,  when  Colorado  was  yet  a  ter- 
ritory. (Incorporated  in  1861,  but  not  opened 
till  1877.) 
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Controlled  by  six  regents  elected  by  the  people  of  the 

State. 
Provides  full  university  courses,  including  a  college 

of  liberal  arts  and  special  schools  of  law,  medicine, 

theology,  etc. 

State  Agricultural  College 

Situated  at  Fort  Collins. 

Is  in  charge  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Is  aided  by  the  United  States  government. 

Provides  special  courses  in  agriculture,  civil  and  ir- 
rigation engineering,  commercial  education  and 
domestic  economy. 

Alaintains  a  college  farm  and  conducts  experiment 
stations  in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

State  School  of  ]\Iines 
Located  at  Golden. 

Provides  instruction  in  metallurgy,  mining  and  civil 
engineering,  etc. 

State  Normal  School 
Established  at  Greeley. 
Fits  its  students  for  the  teaching  profession. 
Provides  a  training  school  for  practice  teaching  from 

the  kindergarten  through  the  high  school. 
Offers  a  Normal  course  of  two  years  professional 

work  and  grants  a  diploma  that  is  a  life  certificate 

to  teach  in  Colorado. 

State  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 

Maintained  at  Colorado  Springs. 

Provides  competent  instruction  and  industrial  train- 
ing for  deaf  and  blind  persons  between  the  ages  of 
four  and  twenty-two. 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home 
Located  at  Monte  Vista. 

Cares  for  honorably  discharged  Union  soldiers  and 
sailors  of  the  civil  war. 
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State  Home  for  Dependent  and  Neglected  Chil- 
dren 

Located  at  Denver. 

For  the  care  of  children  dependent  on  the  State  for 
support. 

State  Insane  Asylum 
Located  at  Pueblo. 

For  the  treatment  and  care  of  the  demented  and  the 
insane. 

State  Industrial  School  (for  Boys) 

Located  near  Golden. 

Provides  instruction  in  the  common  branches  and  in 
manual  training  for  boys  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  sixteen,  who  have  been  sentenced  by  county 
courts  for  truancy  or  any  juvenile  delinquency. 
(They  may  be  held  until  twenty-one.) 

State  Home  and  Industrial  School  for  Girls 

Maintained  near  Morrison. 

Provides  a  place  of  detention  and  instruction  for 
girls  under  the  age  of  eighteen  who  have  no  home 
or  means  of  support  or  w^ho  cannot  be  controlled 
by  their  parents. 

State  Reformatory 

Located  at  Buena  Vista. 

For  the  punishment  and  reformation  of  men  from 
1 6  to  30  years  of  age. 

Sentences  are  for  an  indeterminate  period,  condi- 
tioned on  behavior. 

State  Penitentiary 

Located  at  Canon  City. 

For  the  incarceration  and  punishment  of  criminals. 
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JUDICIAL   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  vests  the  judicial 
power  of  Colorado  in  "a  supreme  court,  district  courts, 
county  courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  such  other  courts 
as  may  be  provided  by  law."  Some  of  these  will  be  treated 
under  counties  and  municipalities ;  the  following  are  con- 
sidered State  courts  and  their  officers  are  State  officers  : 

Supreme  Court 

Composed  of  three  justices,  of  which  the  one  whose 

term  is  soonest  to  expire  is  Chief  Justice. 
These  justices  are  elected  by  the  people,  one  every 

third  year. 
Term  of  office  is  nine  years,  salary  $5,000  per  year. 
A  justice  must  be  thirty  years  of  age,  learned  in  the 
law,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident 
of  this  State  for  the  two  years  preceding  his  elec- 
tion. 
This  court  exercises  general  supervision  of  inferior 

courts. 
Has  sole  authority  to  license  attorneys  to  practice. 
May  issue,  hear  and  determine  writs  of  injunction, 

mandamus  and  habeas  corpus. 
Has  original  jurisdiction  in  election  contests  involv- 
ing the  offices  of  supreme,  district  or  county  judge. 
Hears  appeals  from  lower  courts  and  from  the  court 
of  appeals  in  causes  which: 

Relate  to  a  freehold  or  franchise. 

Involve  the  construction  of   State   or   United 

States  constitutions. 
Have  an  amount  of  more  than  $2,500  in  con- 
troversy, or 
Are  brought    from   lower   courts   on   writs   of 
error. 
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Court  of  Appeals 

Consists  of  three  judges,  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Term  of  office  six  years,  salary  $5,000. 

This  court  hears  appeals  from  inferior  courts  in  all 
civil  causes  and  in  criminal  cases  not  capital.  Its 
jurisdiction  is  final,  except  as  noted  under  "Su- 
preme Court." 

District  Courts 

The  State  is  divided  into  districts,  each  containing 
one  or  more  counties.  Court  is  held  at  least  one 
term  each  year  at  each  county  seat.  In  each  dis- 
trict is  a  district  judge,  who  presides,  and  a  dis- 
trict attorney,  who  appears  for  the  people.  There 
is  also  a  clerk  of  the  district  court,  appointed  by 
the  judge,  in  each  county.  In  some  thickly  popu- 
lated districts  more  than  one  judge  is  provided  by 
law. 

District  Judge — Qualifications  required  are  the  same  as 

for  the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  must  be  an  elector 

in  his  district. 
The  term  of  office  is  six  years,  the  salary  $4,000  per 

annum. 
In  case  of  vacancy  between  elections,  the  governor 

appoints. 

District  Attorney — Must  be  twenty-five  years  of  age 
with  other  qualifications  the  same  as  for  judge.  He 
is  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years  and  is  paid  from 
fees.  The  district  ay:orney  prosecutes  criminals 
in  his  district. 

Conducts  examinations  at  coroner's  inquests. 

May  represent  the  State  or  any  county  in  his'  district 

in  other  matters. 

The  Sheriff  in  each  county  acts  as  executive  officer  of 
the  district  court.  Bailiffs  are  appointed  by  the 
judge. 
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The  District  Court  is  the  State  court  nearest  the  people. 
It  has  original  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  civil  or 
criminal,  except  in  probation  of  wills  or  in  matters 
involving  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  and 
over  the  criminal  acts  or  delinquencies  of  minors 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  or  of  insane  persons. 

Juries — A  petit  jury  consists  of  twelve  persons,  male 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  or 
have  declared  their  intentions  to  become  such  cit- 
izens, and  who  have  not  been  convicted  of  felony. 

A  list  of  eligible  jurors  is  selected  from  the  tax  roll 
by  the  county  commissioners,  and  from  this  list 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  draws  by  lot  the 
names  of  jurors  to  serve  each  term  of  court. 

Juries  assist  the  court  by  determining  matters  of  fact 
from  the  evidence  of  witnesses  and  the  law  as  ex- 
plained to  them  by  the  judge.  A  verdict  is  their 
unanimous  opinion.  (In  civil  cases  a  jury  of  six 
is  sometimes  used.) 

A  grand  jury  also  consists  of  twelve  men 
qualified  as  above.  They  sit  only  when  called  by 
a  judge,  have  secret  sessions,  and  hear  evidence 
only  against  accused  persons.  If  nine  of  the  twelve 
agree  that  the  evidence  is  sufficient,  they  bring  in 
an  "indictment,"  ordering  the  trial  of  the  accused. 
Although  grand  juries  are  sometimes  of  great 
assistance,  an  indictment  is  not  the  only  method  of 
bringing  criminals  to  justice.  A  simpler  and  more 
common  method  is  for  the  district  attorney  to  file 
an  "information"  with  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
upon  which  a  warrant  for  arrest  is  issued. 
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REVENUE. 

The  maintenance  of  any  form  of  government  neces- 
sitates an  expense  that  must  be  met  by  some  form  of  tax- 
ation. The  constitution  of  Colorado  limits  the  direct  tax- 
ing power  of  the  State  government  to  a  rate  of  four  mills 
on  each  dollar  of  assessed  valuation.  A  considerable 
amount  of  indirect  tax  in  the  form  of  license  fees,  incor- 
poration fees  and  similar  items,  is  also  raised.  Counties, 
cities  and  school  districts  are  largely  operated  by  direct 
taxation.  The  manner  of  assessing  and  collecting  the 
direct  tax  is  as  follows : 

On  April  ist  the  county  assessor  and  his  deputies 
distribute  to  the  property  owners  of  the  county  blank 
schedules  on  which  each  must  make  a  list  of  all  his  taxable 
property.  The  schedules  are  then  collected  by  the  assessor, 
who  corrects  them  or  fills  them  when  not  completed  by  the 
property  owner,  and  places  a  valuation  on  each  article. 
They  are  then  copied  into  a  large  book,  so  arranged  as  to 
show  in  what  town  or  school  district  each  item  is  lo- 
cated. This  work  of  collecting,  correcting,  copying  and 
equalizing  valuations  keeps  the  assessor's  force  very  busy 
all  summer.  By  the  first  of  October  the  assessor  should 
receive  from  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  the  assess- 
ment made  by  it  of  railroad  and  other  corporate  property 
in  the  county  and  be  able  to  report  to  the  county  com- 
missioners the  total  valuation  of  the  county  and  of  its 
various  divisions. 

The  commissioners  now  determine  the  county  tax  rate 
and  certify  also  the  levies  made  by  the  state  and  by  the 
various  towns  and  school  districts,  and  the  assessor  com- 
putes each  person's  tax  and  extends  the  same  in  his  book, 
which  now  becomes  the  "tax  roll."  This  work  should 
be  completed  by  January  i  and  the  roll  turned  over  to  the 
county  treasurer  for  collection.  One-half  of  all  taxes 
is  due  February  ist  and  the  remainder  August  ist.  If 
taxes  are  not  paid  on  time,  interest  is  added,  and  if  not 
paid  by  November  ist  the  treasurer  will  sell  the  property 
for  taxes. 
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EDUCATION. 

The  general  supervision  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
State  is  vested  in  the  State  Board  of  Education,  of  which 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  presi- 
dent. County  supervision  is  exercised  by  a  county  super- 
intendent. Each  local  district  is  governed  by  a  district 
board  that  has  power  to  elect  the  teacher,  provide  rules 
for  the  school,  select  the  text  books  and  prescribe  the 
course  of  study. 

Funds  for  the  maintenance  of  schools  are  provided 
by: 

1.  A  state  fund  from  rentals  or  interest  on  pur- 
chase price  of  state  school  lands. 

2.  A  county  tax  for  school  purposes. 

3.  A  district  tax. 

Items  I  and  2  are  apportioned  to  districts  in  propor- 
tion to  their  school  population.  Item  3  is  raised  by  a 
tax  on  the  property  situated  in  the  district  in  which  the 
money  is  expended.  The  school  system  places  the  largest 
possible  responsibility  upon  the  local  district  and  yet  fur- 
nishes adequate  supervision. 

School  age  is  from  six  to  twenty-one  and  a  census  of 
such  persons  is  taken  on  the  loth  day  of  April  of  each 
year. 

The  school  year  begins  July  ist  and  ends  June  30th 
of  each  year. 

No  sectarian  dosrmas  may  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  nor  any  distinction  made  on  account  of  religion, 
race  or  color.  Besides  the  common  schools,  ample  provis- 
ion is  made  for  high  schools  in  all  centers  of  population 
and  for  several  State  institutions  of  higher  learning.  Di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  about  one-half  of  all  taxes  paid  is  used 
for  educational  purposes. 

IRRIGATION. 

The  water  in  every  natural  stream  in  Colorado  is  sub- 
ject to  appropriation  and  use  for  the  purposes  of  irriga- 
tion, as  is  set  forth  in  Art.  XVI.  of  the  State  Constitu- 
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tion.  When  water  is  too  scarce  for  all  desiring  to  use  it, 
the  right  depends  upon  priority  of  time  in  making  a  legal 
appropriation  and  in  actually  using  the  water  of  that 
stream.  As  between  users  for  different  purposes,  the 
Constitution  gives  the  first  right  to  domestic  use,  then 
agriculture,  then  manufacturing.  Right  of  way  for 
ditches  and  canals  can  be  forced  across  either  public  or 
private  land,  upon  payment  of  just  compensation,  and 
laws  are  provided  and  officers  are  appointed  for  the  equit- 
able distribution  of  water.      (See  State  Engineer.) 

MINING. 

Article  XVI.  of  the  Constitution  commands  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  provide  by  law  for  the  proper  ventilation 
and  drainage  of  mines  and  for  the  teaching  of  mining 
and  metallurgy  in  one  or  more  of  the  State  Institutions ; 
it  also  establishes  the  office  of  commissioner  of  mines. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Neither  the  State  nor  any  division  thereof  may  pledge 
credit  in  aid  of  or  make  any  donation  to  any  person,  com- 
pany or  corporation,  public  or  private.  Debt  may  be 
made  in  the  acquisition  of  public  property  or  in  defending 
the  State  or,  in  time  of  war,  assisting  in  the  defense  of  the 
United  States.  The  amount  for  public  purposes  is  lim- 
ited. It  may  only  be  provided  for  by  a  law  that  is  irrepeal- 
able  until  the  debt  is  paid.  In  counties,  cities,  towns  and 
school  districts  no  debt  by  loan  may  be  created  except 
by  favorable  vote  of  the  taxpaying  electors. 

MILITIA. 

The  Militia  of  the  State  consists  of  all  able  bodied 
male  residents  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty- 
five,  excepting  those  excusable  by  law.  It  is  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  governor,  who  is  commander-in-chief 
and  who  appoints  all  general,  field  and  staff  officers.     The 
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organized  portion  is  called  the  National  Guard  of  Colo- 
rado and  its  equipment  and  discipline  conform  to  the 
regulations  for  the  United  States  army. 

THE  COUNTY. 

In  This  State  the  county  is  the  unit  or  civil  dis- 
trict, and  any  divisions  of  it  are  for  the  sake  of  conveni- 
ence and  may  at  any  time  be  changed.  Counties  are  thus 
divided  into  voting  precincts  of  not  over  250  voters  each 
(except  in  cities,  where  500  is  the  limit).  They  are  also 
divided  into  justices'  precincts,  each  of  which  may  con- 
tain one  or  more  voting  precincts.  A  third  division  is 
into  school  districts,  and  this  does  not  in  all  cases  follow 
even  county  lines,  as  a  joint  district  may  be  partly  in 
each  of  two  or  more  counties.  Commissioner's  districts, 
in  each  of  which  one  of  the  county  commissioners  must 
be  a  resident,  and  each  having  its  own  road  overseer, 
constitute  a  fourth  division.  Towns  and  cities  are  inde- 
pendent in  municipal  affairs.  But  the  solidarity  of  the 
county  is  evidenced  by  the  election  of  its  board  of  com- 
missioners by  vote  of  the  whole  county,  the  assessment 
of  property  by  a  county  assessor,  the  collection  of  all  taxes 
directly  by  the  county  treasurer,  and  by  the  power  vested 
in  the  county  authorities  to  change  the  boundaries  of  any 
of  the  divisions  or  to  create  new  ones.  There  is  no  town- 
ship government,  nor  anything  resembling  it,  in  Colorado. 

COUNTY   OFFICERS. 

'  County  officers  are  elected  directly  by  the  people  at  the 
general  election  in  November  of  the  even  numbered  years. 
They  must  have  the  qualifications  of  legal  voters  and  must 
have  resided  in  the  county  at  least  one  year  previous  to 
taking  office. 

County  Commissioners. 

Three  in  number.     (In  large  counties  five.) 

Team  of  office  four  years.     (Terms  do  not  all  expire 
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at  the  same  time,  so  there  is  always  at  least  one 

"holdover.") 
Regular  meetings  occur  the  first  Mondays  of  January, 

April,  July  and  October.     Special  or  adjourned 

meetings  may  be  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board. 
Duties:     Sitting  as  a  board,  the  commissioners: 
Levy  taxes. 

Have  charge  of  all  county  property. 
Approve  bonds  of  all  county  and  precinct  officers  (ex- 
cept their  own,  which  are  approved  by  the  district 

court). 
Have  care  of  roads  and  bridges  and  appoint  road 

overseers. 
Act  as  county  board  of  health  and  appoint  county 

physician. 
Care  for  the  poor  and  have  charge  of  the  county 

house. 
Act  as  a  board  of  equalization  and  may  rebate  taxes. 
Fill  vacancies  in  county  or  precinct  offices. 
Appoint  election  judges. 
Audit  bills  against  the  county  and  order  warrants  to 

pay  same. 

Sheriff. 

The  principal  duty  of  the  sheriff  is  to  preserve  the 

peace. 
He  is  the  executive  officer  of  the  district  and  county 

courts. 
He  makes  arrests,  summons  jurors  and  witnesses, 

serves  papers  in  civil  suits,    and    has    immediate 

charge  of  the  county  jail. 
He  appoints  deputies  and  jail  wardens. 
His  term  of  office  is  two  years. 

County  Judge. 

Term  of  office  four  years. 

Presides  over  the  county  court.     This  is  a  court  of 

record  and  the  judge  may  either  appoint  a  clerk 

or  act  as  clerk  himself. 
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Has  jurisdiction  of  all  probate  matters  and  the  es- 
tates of  minors. 

Has  jurisdiction  in  truancy  cases  and  all  criminal 
cases  against  minors,  with  power  to  commit  to  a 
reformatory.  He  is  allowed  a  very  large  discre- 
tion in  these  matters. 

Has  jurisdiction  of  misdemeanors  and  of  civil  cases 
when  the  amount  involved  is  $2,000  or  less. 

Hears  appeals  from  justices  or  police  courts. 

Cases  of  insanity  are  brought  before  this  court. 

County  Clerk  and  Recorder. 

Term  of  office,  two  years. 

Is  ex-officio  clerk  to  the  county  commissioners. 

Records  mortgages,  deeds  and  all  other  papers  re- 
quiring permanent  record. 

Issues  county  licenses,  including  marriage  licenses. 

Has  charge  of  printing  and  supplies  for  all  the  county 
offices. 

Furnishes  ballots  and  other  election  supplies  to  pre- 
cincts. 

With  the  aid  of  two  justices  of  opposite  parties,  he 
counts  and  tabulates  the  election  returns. 

Issues  certificates  to  officers  elected  and  to  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  commissioners. 

Is  custodian  of  the  county  seal. 

County  Assessor. 

Term  of  office  two  years. 

Determines  the  valuation,  for  purposes  of  taxation, 
of  all  property  in  the  county. 

Makes  up  the  tax  roll,  computing  each  man's  tax  ac- 
cording to  his  valuation  and  the  rate  levied  by  the 
commissioners. 

County  Treasurer. 

Term  of  office,  two  years. 

Collects  all  taxes — State,  county,  city,  town  or 
school. 
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Pays  collections  for  State,  cities  or  towns  to  their 
respective  treasurers. 

Is  custodian  of  county  and  school  district  funds  and 
pays  out  the  same  only  on  warrants  signed  by  the 
proper  officers. 

Sells  for  taxes  real  estate  on  which  the  tax  is  not 
paid  within  the  time  required  by  law. 

Is  ex-officio  public  trustee,  and  as  such  releases  trust 
deeds  when  their  terms  are  satisfied,  or  he  fore- 
closes and  sells  the  property  to  satisfy  same. 

County  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 
Term  of  office,  two  years. 
Exercises  careful  supervision  of  public  schools. 
Keeps  an  office  at  the  county  seat  open  such  days 

each  week  as  his  duties  require. 
Must  visit  each  school  in  the  county. 
Examines  teachers  and  issues  certificates  to  teach. 
Appoints  officers  to  fill  vacancies  on  district  boards. 
Compares    and   corrects   the    school   census    of   the 

county. 
Apportions  state    and    county    school    funds  to  the 

districts. 
Hears  appeals  from  district  boards. 

County  Surveyor. 
Term,  two  years. 

Locates  roads  and  does  any  other  surveying  for  the 
county. 

Coroner. 

Term,  two  years. 

Holds  inquests  on  the  bodies  of  persons  who  die  from 

unknown  causes. 
Acts  as  sheriff  when  for  any  cause  there  is  no  sheriff 

or  when  the  sheriff  is  a  party  to  the  case. 
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JUSTICES'  PRECINCTS. 

Justices'  Precincts  are  created  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  justice  near  to  every  man's  door.  Because  there 
are  several  of  them  in  every  county,  a  justice's  court  is 
more  convenient  in  time  and  distance  than  a  county  court. 
They  are  also  intended  to  relieve  county  and  district 
courts  of  a  multitude  of  petty  cases  and  thus  allow  them 
to  give  time  to  more  important  causes.  There  are  two 
justices  and  two  constables  in  each  justices'  precinct. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Term,  two  years.     Receives  fees  for  services. 

Tries  cases  of  assault  and  battery,  petit  larceny 
(where  the  amount  taken  is  valued  at  less  than 
$20),  and  various  misdemeanors. 

Holds  preliminary  examinations  of  persons  charged 
with  graver  offenses  and  may  bind  them  over 
to  the  district  court. 

Tries  civil  cases  when  the  amount  in  question  is  less 
than  $300. 

Solemnizes  marriages  (as  may  any  judge  or  an  or- 
dained minister  of  any  religious  order.) 

Constable. 

Term,  two  years ;  is  paid  by  fees. 
Is  executive  officer  for  the  justice's  court.     Serves 
papers,  makes,  arrests,  etc. 

TOWNS   AND    CITIES, 

When  the  population  thickens  about  a  common  cen- 
ter it  is  often  found  convenient  to  organize  for  the  pur- 
pose of  municipal  improvement  and  protection.  Such 
organized  municipality  with  a  population  of  less  than 
2,000  is  recognized  by  law  as  a  town ;  with  a  population  of 
from  2,000  to  15,000  it  is  called  a  city  of  the  second  class, 
with  15,000  or  more,  a  city  of  the  first  class.  The  ex- 
ceptions to  this  classification  and  the  government  here 
described  are  the  city  of  Denver  and  such  other  cities  as 
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shall  form  their  own  charters  according  to  Art.  XX.  of 
the  Constitution. 

Organization  of  a  Town.,  The  first  requirement 
is  a  petition  to  the  County  Court,  describing  the  territory 
to  be  organized,  signed  by  at  least  thirty  resident  electors 
who  are  also  land  owners  within  the  said  territory.  The 
Court  then  appoints  five  commissioners,  who  call  an  elec- 
tion and  act  as  judges  thereof.  If  the  question  of  organ- 
ization is  carried  by  majority  vote  of  the  electors  in  the 
proposed  town,  the  commissioners  call  a  second  election 
to  choose  officers.  The  county  clerk  then  files  a  record 
of  incorporation  and  gives  public  notice  of  the  same.  The 
elective  officers  of  a  town  are  as  follows : 

Mayor.  Term,  one  year.  The  Mayor  is  the  chief 
executive  officer  and  presides  at  meetings  of  the  town 
board. 

Board  of  Trustees.  Six  in  number.  Three  trus- 
tees are  elected  each  year  for  two  year  terms.  This 
board  enacts  ordinances  for  the  government  of  the  town, 
appoints  the  clerk,  police  magistrate,  treasurer,  marshal, 
street  commissioner,  etc.,  and  fixes  their  salaries.  The 
mayor  and  board  of  trustees  are  ex-officio  the  board  of 
health. 

ELECTIVE  OFFICERS  OF  A  CITY  OF  THE  SECOND   CLASS. 

Mayor.  Term,  two  years.  His  duties  are  practically 
the  same  as  in  a  town. 

Common  Council.  This  consists  of  two  aldermen 
from  each  ward,  with  two  year  terms.  The  council  en- 
acts ordinances  for  the  government  of  the  city  and  con- 
trols the  fire  and  police  departments. 

The  City  Clerk  keeps  the  records,  issues  licenses 
and  collects  any  moneys  due  the  city  from  sources  other 
than  taxation. 

The  City  Treasurer  holds  city  funds  and  pays  out 
same  on  legal  warrants  signed  by  the  mayor  and  clerk. 
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The  City  Attorney  is  the  legal  adviser  of  the  mu- 
nicipality. 

The  Police  Magistrate  presides  over  the  police 
court  and  tries  cases  arising  under  the  city  ordinances. 

The  City  Marshal  preserves  order,  makes  arrests, 
etc. 

The  City  Engineer  makes  surveys  for  street  grad- 
ing, sewers  and  other  public  works  within  the  corpora- 
tion. 

The  Street  Supervisor  has  charge  of  work  on  the 
streets  and  alleys.  Each  of  these  officers  serves  for  two 
years,  the  election  occurring  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April 
of  each  old-numbered  year. 

In  Cities  of  the  First  Class  the  officers  and  terms 
are  practically  the  same  as  in  cities  of  the  second  class 
except  that  the  mayor  is  given  more  power.  He  is  the 
head  of  the  fire  and  police  departments  and  appoints  their 
chiefs.  He  also  appoints  the  city  physician  and  the  street 
commissioner.  The  mayor,  *city  physician  and  one  mem- 
ber of  the  council  comprise  the  board  of  health. 

Powers  of  Towns  and  Cities.  These  are  numer- 
ous and  strictly  defined  by  statute.  Some  of  the  prin- 
cipal ones  are : 

To  control  the  finances  and  property  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

To  levy  taxes  for  municipal  purposes. 

To  appropriate  money  for  municipal  purposes  only. 

To  issue  or  refuse  licenses  for  certain  named  occu- 
pations (draying,  huxtering,  conducting  billiard  halls, 
etc.). 

To  erect  needful  public  buildings. 

To  establish  and  care  for  streets,  alleys,  parks,  etc. 

To  establish  a  sewer  system. 

To  erect  water  works  or  gas  or  electric  light  works, 
if  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  taxpaying  electors  voting 
at  a  general  or  special  election. 
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To  suppress  gambling  and  disordering  houses. 

To  license,  regulate  or  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  town  for  this  purpose  extending  a  mile 
beyond  its  outer  boundary. 

To  regulate  the  police. 

To  establish  fire  limits. 

To  impound  stray  stock. 

Ordinances.  In  all  cities  and  towns  the  legal  en- 
actments are  called  ordinances.  An  ordinance  must  be 
introduced  and  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  council  and  then 
published  in  full  in  some  newspaper  at  least  ten  days 
before  final  passage.  In  cities  of  the  first  class  the  mayor 
has  the  veto  power,  which  may  be  overcome  only  by  a 
three- fourths  vote  of  the  council.  In  towns  or  cities  of  the 
second  class  the  mayor  may  vote  in  case  of  tie,  but  has  not 
the  veto  power. 

CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  DENVER. 

THE   GOVERNMENT   OF    DENVER. 

This  municipality  is  governed  under  a  charter  adopted  by 
the  people  in  1904  in  conformity  with  Art.  XX  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.   It  is  known  as  the  City  and  County  of  Denver. 

LEGISLATIVE    DEPARTMENT. 

A  Council,  having  legislative  powers,  consists  of: 

Board   of  Supervisors, 

Seven  in  number,  with  four  years  term,   part  elected   each 

two  years. 
Represent  districts,   but  are  elected  by  vote  of  entire  city. 

Board   of  Aldermen, 

Sixteen  in  number,  with  two-year  terms. 
Elected  by  wards. 

EXECUTIVE    DEPARTMENT. 

Mayor,  is  chief  executive.  Salary,  $6,000.  Term,  four  years. 
Approves  or  vetoes  ordinances.  Appoints  to  vacancies  in 
council.  Appoints  numerous  subordinate  officers,  of  whom 
the  following  are  most  important: 
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Board  of  Public  Works  (President,  Engineer  and  Commissioner 
of  Highways),  that  has  control  of  all  public  works  and  utili- 
ties. 

Fire  and  Police  Board  (Commissioners  of  Excise, Police  and  Fire). 

Commissioner  of  Supplies,  who  has  charge  of  public  build- 
ings and   the  purchase  of  supplies. 

Attorney,  who  is  the  legal  adviser  of  all  heads  of  departments 
and  of  the  mayor  and  council. 

Park  Commission  (5  members).  Has  charge  of  parks  and  park 
expenditures. 

Health  Commissioner,  who  has  the  care  of  city  and  county  hos- 
pitals and  the  sanitary  supervision  of  public  buildings. 

Commissioners  of  Charity  and  Correction,  have  charge  of  the 
county  farm  and  the  detention  school  and  all  charity  work. 

Art  Commission,  in  charge  of  purchases  of  art  and  architecture. 

Library   Commission,  has  charge   of   public   libraries. 

Other  Elective  Officers,  with  principal  duties,  are: 

Sheriff,  usual  duties  of  such  officer.  Salary,  $4,600.  Term,  four 
years. 

Treasurer,  usual  duties,     Salary,  $4,600.     Term,  four  years. 

Auditor,  is  general  accountant.  Salary,  $4,600.  Term,  four 
years. 

Assessor,  usual  duties.     Salary,  $4,600.    Term,  four  years. 

Clerk,  keeps  records  of  council.    Salary,  $3,000.  Term,  four  years. 

Recorder,  duties  quite  similar  to  county  clerk  and  recorder.  Sal- 
ary, $3,600.     Term  four  years. 

County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  usual  duties.  Salary,  $900. 
Term,  four  years. 

Coroner,  usual  duties.     Salary,  $900.     Term,  four  years. 

JUDICIAL    DEPARTMENT. 

Two  County  Judges,  usual  duties  of  county  judge,  including  the 
appointment  of  probation  officers.  Term,  four  years.  Salary, 
$4,600.  Terms  so  arranged  that  one  is  elected  each  two 
years. 

Three  Justices  of  the  Peace,  each  having  the  appointment  of  a 
clerk. 

Three  Constables,  with  usual  duties. 
This  charter  provides  for: 

1.  Civil  service  examinations  by  a  commission,  with  promotions 

by  merit  in  fire  and  police  and  public  works  departments. 

2.  The  possible  acquisition  of  public  utilities  by  the  city  and 

county. 

3.  That  franchises  may  be  granted  only  on  vote  of  tax-paying 

electors. 

4.  An   auditorium   to   be   erected   by   the   City   and   County   of 

Denver. 

5.  For  a  possible  use  of  initiative  and  referendum  in  legislation. 

6.  For  its  own  amendment  by  the  people. 
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STATE  OFFICERS  OF  COLORADO. 

For  the  year 

Governor —   

Lieutenant  Governor — 

Secretary  of  State — 

State  Treasurer — 

Auditor  of  State — 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction — 

Attorney  General — 

Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives — 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court — 
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First  district 
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Third  district 

Sheriff—    

Clerk  and  Recorder — 

Treasurer — 

Assessor — 

Superintendent  of  Schools — 

Coroner —    

Surveyor    


CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  COLORADO. 


PREAMBLE. 


We,  the  people  of  Colorado,  with  profound  reverence  for  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  in  order  to  form  a  more  inde- 
pendent and  perfect  government;  establish  justice;  insure  tran- 
quility; provide  for  the  common  defense;  promote  the  general 
welfare  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for  the 
"State  of  Colorado." 

ARTICLE   I. 

Boundaries. 

The  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Colorado  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows: Commencing  on  the  thirty-seventh  parallel  of  north  lati- 
tude, where  the  twenty-fifth  meridian  of  longitude  west  from 
Washington  crosses  the  same;  thence  north,  on  said  meridian, 
to  the  forty-first  parallel  of  north  latitude;  thence,  along  said 
parallel,  west  to  the  thirty-second  meridian  of  longitude  west 
from  Washington;  thence  south,  on  said  meridian  to  the  thirty- 
seventh  parallel  of  north  latitude;  thence  along  said  thirty- 
seventh  parallel  of  north  latitude,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Bill  of   Rights. 

In  order  to  assert  our  rights,  acknowledge  our  duties,  and 
proclaim  the  principles  upon  which  our  government  is  founded, 
we  declare: 

Section  1.  That  all  political  power  is  vested  in  and  derived 
from  the  people;  that  all  government,  of  right,  originates  from 
the  people,  is  founded  upon  their  will  only,  and  is  instituted 
solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  people  of  this  State  have  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive right  of  governing  themselves,  as  a  free,  sovereign  and 
independent  State;  add  to  alter  and  abolish  their  Constitution 
and  form  of  government  whenever  thej^  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  their  safety  and  happiness;  Provided,  Such  change  be 
not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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Sec.  3.  That  all  persons  have  certain  natural,  essential  and 
inalienable  rights,  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the  right  of 
enjoying  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties;  that  of  ac- 
quiring, possessing  and  protecting  property;  and  of  seeking  and 
obtaining  their  safety  and  happiness. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  relig- 
ious profession  and  worship,  without  discrimination,  shall  for- 
ever hereafter  be  guaranteed;  and  no  person  shall  be  denied 
any  civil  or  political  right,  privilege  or  capacity,  on  account 
of  his  opinions  concerning  religion;  but  the  liberty  of  conscience 
hereby  secured  shall  not  be  construed  to  dispense  with  oaths 
or  affirmations,  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  justify  prac- 
tices inconsistent  with  the  good  order,  peace  or  safety  of  the 
State.  No  person  shall  be  required  to  attend  or  support  any 
ministry  or  place  of  worship,  religious  sect,  or  denomination 
against  his  consent.  Nor  shall  any  preference  be  given  by  law 
to  any  religious  denomination  or  mode  of  worship. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  elections  shall  be  free  and  open;  and  no 
power,  civil  or  military,  shall  at  any  time  interfere  to  prevent 
the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Sec.  6.  "  That  courts  of  justice  shall  be  open  to  every  per- 
son, and  a  speedy  remedy  afforded  for  every  injury  to  person, 
property  or  character;  and  that  right  and  justice  shall  be  ad- 
ministered without  sale,  denial  or  delay. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
papers,  homes  and  effects  from  unreasonable  searches  and  seiz- 
ures; and  no  warrant  to  search  any  place  or  seize  any  person 
or  thing  shall  issue  without  describing  the  place  to  be  searched, 
or  the  person  or  thing  to  be  seized,  as  near  as  may  be,  nor 
without  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation  re- 
duced to  writing. 

Sec.  8.  That  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  no  person 
shall,  for  a  felony,  be  proceeded  against  criminally,  otherwise 
than  by  indictment,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  or  in  the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger.  In  all  other  cases,  offenses  shall  be 
prosecuted  criminally  by  indictment  or  information. 

Sec.  9.  That  treason  against  the  State  can  consist  only  in 
levying  war  against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort;  that  no  person  can  be  convicted  of 
treason  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same 
overt  act,  or  on  his  confession  in  open  court;  that  no  person 
can  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony  by  the  General  Assembly; 
that  no  conviction  can  work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture 
of  estate;  that  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  may  destroy 
their  own  lives  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in  cases  of  natural 
death. 

Sec.  10.  That  no  law  shall  be  passed  impairing  the  freedom 
of  speech;  that  every  person  shall  be  free  to  speak,  write  or 
publish  whatever  he  will  on  any  subject,  being  responsible 
for  all  abuse  of  that  liberty;   and  that  in  all  suits  and  prosecu- 
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tioDS  for  libel,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence,  and 
the  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  shall  determine  the 
law  and  the  fact. 

Sec.  11.  That  no  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  law  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts,  or  retrospective  in  its  operation,  or  making 
any  irrevocable  grant  of  special  privileges,  franchises  or  im- 
munities, shall  be  passed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  12.  That  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt, 
unless  upon  refusal  to  deliver  up  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of 
his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law, 
or  in  cases  of  tort  where  there  is  a  strong  presumption  of 
fraud. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  right  of  no  person  to  keep  and  bear  arms 
in  defense  of  his  home,  person  and  property,  or  in  aid  of  the 
civil  power  when  thereto  legally  summoned,  shall  be  called 
in  question;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  justify  the  practice  of  carrying  concealed  weapons. 

Sec.  14.  That  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  pri- 
vate use  unless  by  consent  of  the  owner,  except  for  private 
ways  of  necessity  and  except  for  reservoirs,  drains,  flumes  or 
ditches  on  or  across  the  lands  of  others,  for  agricultural,  min- 
ing, milling,  domestic  or  sanitary  purposes. 

Sec.  15.  That  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  or  dam- 
aged, for  public  or  private  use,  without  just  compensation.  Such 
compensation  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  board  of  commissioners, 
of  not  less  than  three  freeholders,  or  by  jury,  when  required 
by  the  owner  of  the  property,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  until  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner, 
or  into  court  for  the  owner,  the  property  shall  not  be  need- 
lessly disturbed,  or  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  owner  therein 
divested;  and  whenever  an  attempt  is  made  to  take  private 
property  for  a  use  alleged  to  be  public,  the  question  whether 
the  contemplated  use  be  really  public,  shall  be  a  judicial  ques- 
tion, and  determined  as  such  without  regard  to  any  legislative 
assertion  that  the  use  is  public. 

Sec.  16.  That  in  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall 
have  the  right  to  appear  and  defend  in  person  and  by  counsel; 
to  demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  meet 
the  witnesses  against  him  face  to  face;  to  have  process  to  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses  in  his  behalf,  and  a  speedy 
public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  county  or  district  in 
which  the  offense  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed. 

Sec.  17.  That  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  his  testimony  in  any  case  longer  than  may 
be  necessary  in  order  to  take  his  deposition.  If  he  can  give 
security  he  shall  be  discharged;  if  he  cannot  give  security,  his 
deposition  shall  be  taken  by  some  judge  of  the  supreme,  dis- 
trict or  county  court,  at  the  earliest  time  he  can  attend,  at 
some  convenient  place  by  him  appointed  for  that  purpose,  of 
which  time  and  place  the  accused  and  the  attorney  prosecut- 
ing for  the  people,  shall  have  reasonable  notice.     The  accused 
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shall  have  the  right  to  appear  in  person  and  by  counsel.  If 
he  have  no  counsel,  the  judge  shall  assign  him  one  in  that 
behalf  only.  On  the  completion  of  such  examination  the  wit- 
ness shall  be  discharged  on  his  own  recognizance,  entered  into 
before  said  judge,  but  such  deposition  shall  not  be  used  if, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  personal  attendance  of  the  wit- 
ness might  be  procured  by  the  prosecution,  or  is  procured  by 
the  accused.  No  exception  shall  be  taken  to  such  deposition 
as  to  matters  of  form. 

Sec.  18.  That  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  testify 
against  himself  in  a  criminal  case,  nor  shall  any  person  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy  for  the  same  offense.  If  the  jury  disagree,  or 
If  the  judgment  be  arrested  after  the  verdict,  or  if  the  judg- 
ment be  reversed  for  error  in  law,  the  accused  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  have  been  in  jeopardy. 

Sec.  19.  That  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient 
sureties,  except  for  capital  offenses,  when  the  proof  is  evident 
or  the  persumption  great. 

Sec.  20.  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  in- 
flicted. 

Sec.  21.  That  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  never  be  suspended,  unless  when  in  case  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Sec.  22.  That  the  military  shall  always  be  in  strict  subordi- 
nation to  the  civil  power;  that  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of 
peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  nor  in  time  of  war  except  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law. 

Sec.  23.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate 
in  criminal  cases,  but  a  jury  in  civil  cases  in  all  courts,  or  in 
criminal  cases  in  courts  not  of  record,  may  consist  of  less  than 
twelve  men,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  Hereafter  a  grand 
jury  shall  consist  of  twelve  men  any  nine  of  whom  concurring 
may  find  an  indictment;  Provided,  The  General  Assembly  may 
change,  regulate  or  abolish  the  grand  jury  system. 

Sec.  24.  That  the  people  have  the  right  peaceably  to  as- 
semble for  the  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  invested 
with  the  powers  of  government  for  redress  of  grievances,  by 
petition  or  remonstrance. 

Sec.  25.  That  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law. 

Sec.  26.  That  there  shall  never  be  in  this  State  either 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for 
crime,  whereof  the  party   shall  have   been   duly  convicted. 

Sec.  27.  Aliens,  who  are  or  may  hereafter  become  bona 
fide  residents  of  this  State,  may  acquire,  inherit,  possess,  enjoy 
and  dispose  of  property,  real  and  personal,  as  native  born  cit- 
izens. 

Sec.  28.  The  enumeration  in  this  Constitution  of  certain 
rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny,  impair,  or  disparage  others 
retained  by  the  people. 
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ARTICLE  IIL 

Distribution  of  Powers. 

The  powers  of  the  government  of  this  State  are  divided 
into  three  distinct  departments — the  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial — and  no  person,  or  collection  of  persons,  charged  with 
the  exercise  of  powers  properly  belonging  to  one  of  these  de- 
partments shall  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either 
of  the  others  except  as  in  this  Constitution  expressly  directed 
or  permitted. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Executive  Department. 

Section  1.  The  Executive  department  shall  consist  of  a  Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Auditor  of 
State,  State  Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  and  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  each  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  beginning  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
January  next  after  his  election;  Provided,  That  the  terms  of 
office  of  those  chosen  at  the  first  election  held  under  this 
Constitution  shall  begin  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Assembly.  The  officers  of  the  executive 
department,  except  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  shall,  during  their 
term  of  office,  reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  where  they 
shall  keep  the  public  records,  books  and  papers.  They  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  this  Constitution  or 
by  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  the  State  shall 
be  vested  in  the  Governor,  who  shall  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  3.  The  officers  named  in  Section  1  of  this  Article  shall 
be  chosen  on  the  day  of  the  general  election,  by  the  qualified 
electors  of  the  State.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  said 
officers  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, who  shall  immediately,  upon  the  organization  of  the 
House,  and  before  proceeding  to  other  business,  open  and 
publish  the  same  in  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  who  shall,  for 
that  purpose,  assemble  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  either  of  said 
offices  shall  be  declared  duly  elected,  but  if  two  or  more  have 
an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  same 
office,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen  thereto  by  the  two  Houses, 
on  joint  ballot.  Contested  elections  for  said  offices  shall  be 
determined  by  the  two  Houses,  on  joint  ballot,  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be   prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor,  or  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
unless  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  nor  to 
the  office  of  Auditor  of  State,  Secretary  of  State  or  State  Treas- 
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urer,  unless  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
nor  to  the  office  of  Attorney-General  unless  he  shall  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  be  a  licensed  attor- 
ney of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  or  of  the  Territory  of 
Colorado,  in  good  standing.  At  the  first  election  under  this 
Constitution,  any  person  being  a  qualified  elector  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  having  the  qualifications 
above  herein  prescribed  for  any  one  of  said  offices,  shall  be 
eligible  thereto;  but  thereafter  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
any  one  of  said  offices,  unless,  in  addition  to  the  qualifications 
above  prescribed  therefor,  he  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  resided  within  the  limits  of  the  State  two 
years  next  preceeding  his  election. 

Sec.  5.  The  Governor  shall  be  Commander-in-chief  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  State,  except  when  they  shall  be 
called  into  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  He  shall  have 
power  to  call  out  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  suppress 
insurrection  or  repel  invasion. 

Sec.  6.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are 
established  by  this  Constitution,  or  which  may  be  created  by 
law,  and  whose  appointment  or  election  is  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for.  and  may  remove  any  such  officer  for  incompetency, 
neglect  of  duty  or  malfeasance  in  office.  If,  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  a  vacancy  occur  in  any  such  office,  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  some  fit  person  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate,  when  he  shall  nominate 
some  person  to  fill  such  office.  If  the  office  of  Auditor  of 
State,  State  Treasurer,  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney-General,  or 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  shall  be  vacated  by  death, 
resignation  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
to  fill  the  same  by  appointment,  and  the  appointee  shall  hold 
his  office  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  Senate,  in  de- 
liberating upon  executive  nominations,  may  sit  with  closed 
doors,  but  in  acting  upon  nominations  they  shall  sit  with 
open  doors,  and  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes, 
which  shall  be  entered  upon  the  journal. 

Sec.  7.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves, 
commutations  and  pardons  after  conviction,  for  all  offenses  ex- 
cept treason,  and  except  in  case  of  impeachment,  subject  to 
such  regulations  as  may  be  perscribed  by  law  relative  to  the 
manner  of  applying  for  pardons,  but  he  shall  in  every  case 
where  he  may  exercise  his  power,  send  to  the  General  Assembly, 
at  its  first  session  thereafter,  a  transcript  of  the  petition,  all 
proceedings,  and  the  reasons  for  his  action. 

Sec.  8.  The  Governor  may  require  information  in  writing 
from  the  officers  of  the  executive  department  upon  any  subject 
relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  which  infor- 
mation shall  be  given  upon  oath  whenever  so  required;  he  may 
also  require  information  in  writing  at  any  time,  under  oath,  from 
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all  officers  and  managers  of  State  institutions,  upon  any  sub- 
ject relating  to  the  condition,  management  and  expenses  of 
their  respective  offices  and  institutions.  The  Governor  shall, 
at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  and  from  time  to  time, 
by  message,  give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of  the 
condition  of  the  State,  and  shall  recommend  such  measures  as 
he  shall  deem  expedient.  He  shall  also  send  to  the  General 
Assembly  a  statement  with  vouchers,  of  the  expenditures  of 
all  moneys  belonging  to  the  State  and  paid  out  by  him.  He 
shall  also,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  present  esti- 
mates of  the  amount  of  money  required  to  be  raised  by  taxation 
for  all  purposes  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  The  Governor  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  con- 
vene the  General  Assembly,  by  proclamation,  stating  therein 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  to  assemble;  but  at  such  special  ses- 
sion no  business  shall  be  transacted  other  than  that  specially 
named  in  the  proclamation.  He  may,  by  proclamation,  convene 
the  Senate  in  extraordinary  session  for  the  transaction  of  execu- 
tive business. 

Sec.  10.  The  Governor,  in  case  of  a  disagreement  between 
the  two  houses  as  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  may,  upon  the 
same  being  certified  to  him,  by  the  House  last  moving  adjourn- 
ment, adjourn  the  General  Assembly  to  a  day  not  later  than 
the  first  day  of  the  next  regular  session. 

Sec.  11.  Every  bill  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  shall, 
before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Governor.  If 
he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it,  and  thereupon  it  shall  become 
a  law;  but  if  he  do  not  approve,  he  shall  return  it  with  his 
objections  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  which  House 
shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  its  journal,  and  proceed 
to  reconsider  the  bill.  If  then,  two-thirds  of  the  members 
elected  agree  to  pass  the  same,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with 
the  objections,  to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise 
be  reconsidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
elected  to  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the 
objections  of  the  Governor.  In  all  such  cases  the  vote  of  each 
House  shall  be  determined  by  ayes  and  noes,  to  be  entered 
upon  the  journal.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the 
Governor  within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had 
signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by  their  adjourn- 
ment, prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  filed,  with 
his  objections,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  within 
thirty  days  after  such  adjournment,  or  else  become  a  law. 

Sec.  12.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  disapprove  of 
any  item  or  items  of  any  bill  making  appropriations  of  money, 
embracing  distinct  items,  and  the  part  or  parts  of  the  bill 
approved  shall  be  law,  and  the  item  or  items  disapproved  shall 
be  void,  unless  enacted  in  the  manner  following:  If  the  General 
Assembly  be  in  session,  he  shall  transmit  to  the  House  in  which 
the  bill  originated  a  copy  of  the  item  or  items  thereof  disap- 
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proved,  together  with  his  objections  thereto,  and  the  items 
objected  to  shall  be  separately  reconsidered,  and  each  item  shall 
then  take  the  same  course  as  is  prescribed  for  the  passage  of 
bills  over  the  executive  veto. 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sec.  13.  In  case  of  the  death,  impeachment,  or  conviction  of 
felony  or  infamous  misdemeanor,  failure  to  qualify,  resignation, 
absence  from  the  State,  or  other  disability  of  the  Governor] 
the  powers,  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  office,  for  the  residue 
of  the  term,  or  until  the  disability  be  removed,  shall  devolve 
upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Sec.  14.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  shall  be  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  shall  vote  only  when  the  Senate  is  equally  divided. 
In  case  of  the  absence,  impeachment,  or  disqualification  from 
any  cause  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  when  he  shall  hold 
the  office  of  Governor,  then  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the 
Senate  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
until  the  vacancy  is  filled  or  the  disability  removed. 

Sec.  15.  In  case  of  the  failure  to  qualify  in  his  office, 
death,  resignation,  absence  from  the  State,  impeachment,  con- 
viction of  a  felony,  or  infamous  misdemeanor,  or  disqualifica- 
tion from  any  cause,  of  both  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Gk)V- 
ernor,  the  duties  of  the  Governor  shall  devolve  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  until  such  disqualification  of 
either  the  Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  be  removed,  or  the 
vacancy  be  filled;  and  if  the  President  of  the  Senate,  for  any 
of  the  above  named  causes,  shall  become  incapable  of  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  Governor,  the  same  shall  devolve  upon  the 
Speaker  of  the  House. 

Sec.  16.  An  account  shall  be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the 
executive  department  and  of  all  public  institutions  of  the  State, 
of  all  moneys  received  by  them  severally  from  all  sources,  and 
for  every  service  performed,  and  of  all  moneys  disbursed  by 
them  severally,  and  a  semi-annual  report  thereof  shall  be  made 
to  the  Governor,  under  oath. 

Sec.  17.  The  officers  of  the  executive  department,  and  of 
all  public  Mnstitutions  of  the  State,  shall  at  least  twenty  days 
preceding  each  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  make 
full  and  complete  reports  of  their  actions  to  the  Governor,  who 
shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  18.  There  shall  be  a  seal  of  the  State,  which  shall 
be  kept  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall  be  called  the 
"Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Colorado."  The  seal  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Colorado  as  now  used  shall  be  the  seal  of  the  State 
until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  19.  The  officers  named  in  Section  1  of  this  Article  shall 
receive  for  their  services  a  salary  to  be  established  by  law, 
which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  their  official 
terms.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  such  officers   to  collect  in 
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advance  all  fees  prescribed  by  law  for  services  rendered  by 
them  severally,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  State  Treasury. 

Sec.  20.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  shall  be 
ex-officio  State  Librarian. 

Sec.  21.  Neither  the  State  Treasurer  nor  State  Auditor 
shall  be  eligible  for  re-election  as  his  own  immediate  successor. 

ARTICLE  V. 
Legislative  Department. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, both  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

Sec.  2.  An  election  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  in  the  years  of 
our  Lord  1876  and  1878,  and  in  each  alternate  year  thereafter, 
on  such  day,  at  such  places  in  each  county  as  now  are  or  here- 
after may  be  provided  by  law.  The  first  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  under  the  State  organization  shall 
be  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  Colorado 
Territory  regulating  elections  for  members  of  the  legislative 
assembly  thereof.  When  vacancies  occur  in  either  House,  the 
Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  powers  of  Governor,  shall 
issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

See.  3.  Senators  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of  four 
years  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  Representatives  for 
the  term  of  two  years. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be  a  Representative  or  Sen- 
ator who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
who  shall  not  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not 
for  at  least  twelve  months  next  preceding  his  election  have  re- 
sided within  the  territory  included  in  the  limits  of  the  county 
or  district  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen;  Provided,  That  any 
person  who,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
was  a  qualified  elector  under  the  Territorial  laws,  shall  be  eli- 
gible to  the  first  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  5.  The  Senators  at  their  first  session,  shall  be  divided 
into  two  classes.  Those  elected  in  districts  designated  by  even 
numbers  shall  constitute  one  class;  those  elected  in  districts 
designated  by  odd  numbers  shall  constitute  the  other  class, 
except  that  Senators  elected  in  each  of  the  districts  having  more 
than  one  Senator  shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  two 
classes.  The  Senators  of  one  class  shall  hold  for  two  years; 
those  of  the  other  class  shall  hold  for  four  years — to  be  decided 
by  lot  between  the  two  classes,  so  that  one-half  of  the  Senators, 
as  near  as  practicable,  may  be  biennially  chosen  forever  there- 
after. 

Sec.  6.  Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  until  other- 
wise provided  by  law,  shall  receive  as  compensation  for  his 
services,  seven  dollars  ($7.00)  for  each  day's  attendance  and 
fifteen  (15)  cents  for  each  mile  necessarily  traveled  in  going 
to  and  returning  from   the   seat  of  government,   and   shall   re- 
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ceive  no  other  compensation,  perquisite  or  allowance  what- 
soever. No  session  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  exceed  ninety 
days.    No  General  Assembly  shall  fix  its  own  compensation. 

Sec.  7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  at  12  o'clock, 
noon,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  A.  D.  1876;  and 
at  12  o'clock,  noon,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January,  A.  D. 
1879,  and  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Jan- 
uary of  each  alternate  year  forever  thereafter,  and  at  other 
times  when  convened  by  the  governor.  The  term  of  service  of 
the  members  thereof  shall  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
November  next  after  their  election,  until  otherwise  provided 
by  law. 

Sec.  8.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  time 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
oflace  under  this  State;  and  no  member  of  Congress,  or  other 
person  holding  any  office  (except  of  attorney-at-law,  notary  pub- 
lic, or  in  the  militia)  under  the  United  States  or  this  State,  shall 
be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  continuance  in  office. 

Sec.  9.  No  member  of  either  House  shall,  during  the  term 
for  which  he  may  have  been  elected,  receive  any  increase  of 
salary  or  mileage,  under  any  law  passed  during  such  term. 

Sec.  10.  The  Senate  shall,  at  the  beginning  and  close  of 
each  regular  session,  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, elect  one  of  its  members  President  pro  tempore.  The 
House  of  Representatives  shall  elect  one  of  its  mmbers  as  Speak- 
er. Each  House  shall  choose  its  other  officers,  and  shall  judge 
of  the  election  and  qualification  of  its  members. 

Sec.  11.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  absent  members. 

Sec.  12.  Each  House  shall  have  power  to  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings  and  punish  its  members  or  other  per- 
sons for  contempt  or  disorderly  behavior  in  its  presence;  to 
enforce  obedience  to  its  process;  to  protect  its  members  against 
violence,  or  offers  of  bribes  or  private  solicitation,  and,  with 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  to  expel  a  member,  but  not  a 
second  time  for  the  same  cause,  and  shall  have  all  other  powers 
necessary  for  the  legislature  of  a  free  state.  A  member  ex- 
pelled for  corruption  shall  not  thereafter  be  eligible  to  either 
House  of  the  same  General  Assembly,  and  punishment  for  con- 
tempt or  disorderly  behavior  shall  not  bar  an  indictment  for 
the  same  offense. 

Sec.  13.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceed- 
ings; and  may  in  its  discretion,  from  time  to  time,  publish 
the  same,  except  such  parts  as  require  secrecy,  and  the  ayes 
and  noes  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two  mem- 
bers, be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  14.  The  sessions  of  each  House,  and  of  the  committees 
of  the  whole,  shall  be  open,  unless  when  the  business  is  such 
as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sec.  15.     Neither  House   shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
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other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place 
than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Sec.  16.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  in 
all  cases  except  treason,  felony,  violation  of  their  oath  of  office, 
and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  dur- 
ing their  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  their  respective  Houses, 
and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same;  and  for  any 
speech  or  debate  in  either  House  they  shall  not  be  questioned 
in  any  other  place. 

Sec.  17.  No  law  shall  be  passed  except  by  bill,  and  no 
bill  shall  be  so  altered  or  amended  on  its  passage  through  either 
House  as  to  change  its  original  purpose. 

Sec.  18.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  this  State  shall  be:  "Be 
it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Colorado." 

Sec.  19.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  take  effect 
until  ninety  days  after  its  passage  (except  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, which  shall  be  expressed  in  the  act),  unless  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  House,  otherwise  direct.  No  bill,  except  the 
general  appropriation  bill  for  the  expenses  of  the  government 
only,  introduced  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly  after 
the  first  thirty  days  of  the  session,  shall  become  a  law. 

Sec.  20.  No  bill  shall  be  considered  or  become  a  law  unless 
referred  to  a  committee,  returned  therefrom,  and  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  members. 

Sec.  21.  No  bill  except  general  appropriation  bills  shall 
be  passed  containing  more  than  one  subject,  which  shall  be 
clearly  expressed  in  its  title;  but  if  any  subject  shall  be  em- 
braced in  any  act  which  shall  not  be  expressed  in  the  title, 
such  act  shall  be  void  only  to  so  much  thereof  as  shall  not 
be  so  expressed. 

Sec.  22.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  by  title  when  introduced, 
and  at  length  on  two  different  days  in  each  House;  all  sub- 
stantial amendments  made  thereto,  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  members  before  the  final  vote  is  taken  on  the  bill;  and 
no  bill  shall  become  a  law  except  by  vote  of  a  majority  of 
all  the  members  elected  to  each  House,  nor  unless  on  its 
final  passage,  the  vote  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  the 
names  of  those  voting  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Sec.  23.  No  amendment  to  any  bill  by  one  House  shall 
be  concurred  in  by  the  other,  nor  shall  the  report  of  any  com- 
mittee of  conference  be  adopted  in  either  House  except  by 
a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  thereto,  taken  by 
ayes  and  noes,  and  the  names  of  those  voting  recorded  upon 
the  journal  thereof. 

Sec.  24.  No  law  shall  be  revived,  or  amended,  or  the  pro- 
visions thereof  extended  or  conferred  by  reference  to  its  title 
only,  but  so  much  thereof  as  is  revived,  amended,  extended 
or  conferred,  shall  be  re-enacted  and  published  at  length. 

Sec.  25.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  pass  local  or 
special   laws   in   any   of   the  following   enumerated   cases,   that 
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is  to  say:  for  granting  divorces;  laying  out,  opening,  altering 
or  working  roads  or  highways;  vacating  roads,  town  plats, 
streets,  alleys  and  public  grounds;  locating  or  changing  county 
seats;  regulating  county  or  township  affairs;  regulating  the 
practice  in  courts  of  justice;  regulating  the  jurisdiction  and 
duties  of  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates  and  con- 
stables; changing  the  rules  of  evidence  in  any  trial  or  in- 
quiry; providing  for  changes  of  venue  in  civil  or  criminal 
cases;  declaring  any  person  of  age;  for  limitation  of  civil 
actions  or  giving  effect  to  informal  or  invalid  deeds;  summon- 
ing or  impaneling  grand  or  petit  juries;  providing  for  the  man- 
agement of  common  schools;  regulating  the  rate  of  interest 
on  money;  the  opening  or  conducting  of  any  election,  or  desig- 
nating the  place  of  voting;  the  sale  or  mortgage  of  real  estate 
belonging  to  minors  or  others  under  disability;  the  protection 
of  game  or  fish;  chartering  or  licensing  ferries  or  toll  bridges; 
remitting  fines,  penalties  or  forfeitures;  creating,  increasing 
or  decreasing  fees,  percentage  or  allowances  of  public  officers; 
changing  the  law  of  descent;  granting  to  any  corporation,  asso- 
ciation or  individual  the  right  to  lay  down  railroad  tracks; 
granting  to  any  corporation,  association  or  individual  any 
special  or  exclusive  privilege,  immunity  or  franchise  what- 
ever. In  all  other  cases,  where  a  general  law  can  be  made 
applicable,  no  special  law  shall  be  enacted. 

Sec.  25a.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law,  and 
shall  prescribe  suitable  penalities  for  the  violation  thereof, 
for  a  period  of  employment  not  to  exceed  eight  (8)  hours  with- 
in any  twenty-four  (24)  hours  (except  in  cases  of  emergency 
where  life  or  property  is  in  imminent  danger),  for  persons  em- 
ployed in  underground  mines  or  other  underground  workings, 
blast  furnaces,  smelters;  and  any  ore  reduction  works  or  other 
branch  of  industry  or  labor  that  the  General  Assembly  may 
consider  injurious  or  dangerous  to  health,  life  or  limb. 

Sec.  26.  The  presiding  officer  of  each  House  shall,  in 
the  presence  of  the  House  over  which  he  presides,  sign  all  bills 
and  joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  after  their 
titles  shall  have  been  publicly  read,  immediately  before  sign- 
ing; and  the  fact  of  the  signing  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
Sec.  27.  The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law  the 
number,  duties  and  compensation  of  the  officers  and  employes 
of  each  House;  and  no  payment  shall  be  made  from  the  State 
Treasury,  or  be  in  any  way  authorized  to  any  person,  except  to 
an  acting  officer  or  employe  elected  or  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  law. 

Sec.  28.  No  bill  shall  be  passed  giving  any  extra  com- 
pensation to  any  public  officer,  servant  or  employe,  agent  or 
contractor,  after  services  shall  have  been  rendered  or  contract 
made,  nor  providing  for  the  payment  of  any  claim  made  against 
the  State  without  previous  authority  of  law. 

Sec.  29.  All  stationery,  printing,  paper  and  fuel  used  in 
the    legislature    and    other    departments    of    government,    shall 
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be  furnished;  and  the  printing  and  binding  and  distributing  of 
the  laws,  journals,  department  reports,  and  other  printing  and 
binding;  and  the  repairing  and  furnishing  the  halls  and  rooms 
used  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  and  its  commit- 
tees, shall  be  performed  under  contract;  to  be  given  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder,  below  such  maximum  price  and  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  No  member  or 
officer  of  any  department  of  the  government  shall  be  in  any 
way  interested  in  any  such  contract;  and  all  such  contracts 
shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governor  and  State 
Treasurer. 

Sec.  30.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, no  law  shall  extend  the  term  of  any  public  officer, 
or  increase  or  diminish  his  salary  or  emoluments  after  his 
election  or  appointment;  Provided,  That  on  and  after  the  first 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1881,  the  salaries  of  the  following  desig- 
nated public  officers,  including  those  thereof  who  may  then 
be  incumbents  of  such  offices,  shall  be  as  herein  provided,  viz.: 
The  Governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  further  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the 
payment  of  a  private  secretary.  The  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  judges  of  the  district  court  shall  each  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  31.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in 
the  House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Senate  may  propose 
amendments,  as  in  case  of  other  bills. 

Sec.  32.  The  general  appropriation  bill  shall  embrace  noth- 
ing but  appropriations  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  execu- 
tive, legislative  or  judicial  departments  of  the  State,  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  and  for  public  schools.  All  other  appropria- 
tions shall  be  made  by  separate  bills,  each  embracing  but  one 
subject. 

Sec.  33.  No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  except 
upon  appropriations  made  by  law,  and  on  warrant  drawn  by 
the  proper  officer  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Sec.  34.  No  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  charitable, 
industrial,  educational  or  benevolent  purposes,  to  any  person, 
corporation,  or  community  not  under  the  absolute  control  of 
the  State,  nor  to  any  denominational  or  sectarian  institution 
or   association. 

Sec.  35.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  delegate  to  any 
special  commission,  private  corporation  or  association,  any 
power  to  make,  supervise  or  interfere  with  any  municipal  im- 
provement, money,  property  or  effects,  whether  held  in  trust  or 
otherwise,  or  to  levy  taxes,  or  perform  any  municipal  function 
whatever. 

Sec.  36.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  authorize 
the  investment  of  trust  funds  by  executors,  administrators, 
guardians,  or  other  trustees,  in  the  bonds  or  stock  of  any  private 
corporation. 
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Sec.  37.  The  power  to  change  the  venue  in  civil  and  crim- 
inal cases  shall  be  vested  in  the  courts,  to  be  exercised  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  38.  No  obligation  or  liability  of  any  person,  associa- 
tion or  corporation,  held  or  owned  by  the  State,  or  any  municipal 
corporation  therein,  shall  ever  be  exchanged,  transferred,  re- 
mitted, released,  or  postponed,  or  in  any  way  diminished,  by 
the  General  Assembly,  nor  shall  such  liability  or  obligation  be 
extinguished  except  by  payment  thereof  into  the  proper  treasury. 

Sec.  39.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote  to  which  the  con- 
currence of  both  Houses  may  be  necessary,  except  on  the 
question  of  adjournment,  or  relating  solely  to  the  transaction 
of  business  of  the  two  Houses,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  before  it  shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him,  or 
being  disapproved,  shall  be  re-passed  by  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in 
cases  of  a  bill. 

Sec.  40.  If  any  person  elected  to  either  House  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  offer  or  promise  to  give  his  vote  or  influence  in 
favor  of  or  against  any  measure  or  proposition,  pending  or 
proposed  to  be  introduced  in  the  General  Assembly,  in  consider- 
ation or  upon  condition  that  any  other  person  elected  to  the 
same  General  Assembly  will  give,  or  will  promise,  or  assent  to 
give  his  vote  or  influence  in  favor  of  or  against  any  other 
measure  or  proposition,  pending  or  proposed  to  be  introduced 
in  such  General  Assembly,  the  person  making  such  offer  or 
promise  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  solicitation  of  bribery.  If 
any  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  give  his  vote  or 
influence  for  or  against  any  measure  or  proposition  pending 
in  such  General  Assembly,  or  offer,  promise  or  assent  so  to  do, 
upon  condition  that  any  other  member  will  give,  or  will  prom- 
ise, or  assent  to  give  his  vote  or  influence  in  favor  of  or 
against  any  other  measure  or  proposition,  pending  or  proposed 
to  be  introduced  in  such  General  Assembly,  or  in  consideration 
that  any  other  member  hath  given  his  vote  or  influence  for 
or  against  any  other  measure  or  proposition  in  such  General 
Assembly,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  bribery,  and  any  member 
of  the  General  Assembly,  or  person  elected  thereto,  who  shall 
be  guilty  of  either  of  such  offenses  shall  be  expelled,  and  shall 
not  be  thereafter  eligible  to  the  same  General  Assembly;  and, 
on  conviction  thereof  in  the  civil  courts  shall  be  liable  to 
such  further  penalty  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  41.  Any  person  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  offer; 
give  or  promise  any  money  or  thing  of  value,  testimonial,,  priv- 
ilege, or  personal  advantage  to  any  executive  or  judicial  officer 
or  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  influence  him  in  the 
performance  of  any  of  his  public  or  official  duties,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  bribery,  and  be  punished  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  42.  The  offense  of  corrupt  solicitation  of  members  of 
the  General  Assembly,  or  of  public  officers  of  the  State,  or  of 
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any  municipal  division  thereof,  and  any  occupation  or  practice 
of  solicitation  of  such  members  or  officers,  to  influence  their 
official  action,  shall  be  defined  by  law,  and  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sec.  43.  A  member  who  has  a  personal  or  private  interest 
in  any  measure  or  bill  proposed  or  pending  before  the  General 
Assembly,  shall  disclose  the  fact  to  the  House  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  and  shall  not  vote  thereon. 

Congressional  and  Legislative  Apportionments. 

Sec.  44.  One  representative  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  elected  from  the  State  at  Large,  at  the  first 
election  under  this  Constitution,  and  thereafter  at  such  times 
and  places,  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
When  a  new  apportionment  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall  divide  the  State  into  congressional  dis- 
tricts accordingly. 

Sec.  45.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for 
an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1885,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter;  and  at  the  ses- 
sion next  following  such  enumeration,  and  also  at  the  session 
next  following  an  enumeration  made  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  shall  revise  and  adjust  the  apportionment  for 
Senators  and  Representatives  on  the  basis  of  such  enumeration, 
according  to  the  ratios  to  be  fixed  by  law. 

Sec.  46.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  twenty-six,  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  forty-nine  members,  which  num- 
ber shall  not  be  increased  until  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety,  after  which  time  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  may  increase  the  number  of  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives, preserving  as  near  as  may  be  the  present  pro- 
portion as  to  the  number  in  each  House;  Provided,  That  the 
aggregate  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  never 
exceed  one  hundred. 

Sec.  47.  Senatorial  and  representative  districts  may  be 
altered  from  time  to  time,  as  public  convenience  may  require. 
When  a  senatorial  or  representative  district  shall  be  composed 
of  two  or  more  counties,  they  shall  be  contiguous,  and  the 
district  as  compact  as  may  be.  No  county  shall  be  divided  in 
the  formation  of  a  senatorial  or  representative  district. 

Sec.  48.  Until  the  State  shall  be  divided  into  senatorial 
districts,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Article, 
said  districts  shall  be  constituted  and  numbered  as  follows: 

The  county  of  Weld  shall  constitute  the  first  district,  and 
be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Larimer  shall  constitute  the  second  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Boulder  shall  constitute  the  third  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  two  Senators. 

The  county  of  Gilpin  shall  constitute  the  fourth  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 
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The  counties  of  Gilpin,  Summit  and  Grand  shall  constitute 
the  fifth  district,  and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Clear  Creek  shall  constitute  the  sixth  dis- 
trict, and  be  entitled  to  two  Senators. 

The  county  of  Jefferson  shall  constitute  the  seventh  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Arapahoe  shall  constitute  the  eighth  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  four  Senators. 

The  counties  of  Elbert  and  Bent  shall  constitute  the  ninth 
district,  and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  El  Paso  shall  constitute  the  tenth  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Douglas  shall  constitute  the  eleventh  dis- 
trict, and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Park  shall  constitute  the  twelfth  district,  and 
be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  counties  of  Lake  and  Saguache  shall  constitute  the 
thirteenth  district,  and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Fremont  shall  constitute  the  fourteenth  dis- 
trict, and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Pueblo  shall  constitute  the  fifteenth  district, 
and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Huerfano  shall  constitute  the  sixteenth  dis- 
trict, and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Las  Animas  shall  constitute  the  seventeenth 
district,  and  be  entitled  to  two  Senators. 

The  county  of  Costilla  shall  constitute  the  eighteenth  dis- 
trict, and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  county  of  Conejos  shall  constitute  the  nineteenth  dis- 
trict, and  be  entitled  to  one  Senator. 

The  counties  of  Rio  Grande,  Hinsdale,  La  Plata  and  San 
Juan  shall  constitute  the  twentieth  district,  and  be  entitled  to 
one  Senator. 

Sec.  49.  Until  an  apportionment  of  Representatives  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Article,  they 
shall  be  divided  among  the  several  counties  of  the  state  in 
the  following  manner:  The  county  of  Arapahoe  shall  have 
seven;  the  counties  of  Boulder  and  Clear  Creek,  each,  four; 
the  counties  of  Gilpin  and  Las  Animas,  each,  three;  the  counties 
of  El  Paso,  Fremont,  Huerfano,  Jefferson,  Pueblo  and  Weld, 
each,  two;  the  counties  of  Bent,  Costilla,  Conejos,  Douglas,  Elbert, 
Grand,  Hinsdale,  Larimer,  La  Plata,  Lake,  Park,  Rio  Grande,  Sum- 
mit, Saguache  and  San  Juan,  each,  one;  and  the  counties  of 
Costilla  and  Conejos,  jointly,  one. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Judicial    Department. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  State  as  to  matters 
of  law  and  equity,  except  as  in  this  Constitution  otherwise  pro- 
vided, shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  court,  district  courts,  county 
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courts,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  such  other  courts  as  may  be 
provided   by   law. 

Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  2.  The  supreme  court,  except  as  otherwise  provided 
in  this  Constitution,  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which 
shall  be  co-extensive  with  the  State,  and  shall  have  a  general 
superintending  control  over  all  inferior  courts,  under  such  reg- 
ulations and  limitations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  mandamus,  quo  warranto,  certiorari,  injunction,  and 
other  remedial  writs,  with  authority  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same;  and  each  judge  of  the  supreme  court  shall  have  like 
power  and  authority  as  to  writs  of  habeas  corpus.  The  supreme 
court  shall  give  its  opinion  on  important  questions  upon  solemn 
occasions  when  required  by  the  Governor,  the  Senate  or  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  all  such  opinions  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  connection  with  the  reported  decisions  of  said  court. 

Sec.  4.  At  least  two  terms  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be 
held  each  year  at  the  seat  of  government. 

Sec.  5.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  three  judges, 
a  majority  of  whom  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum  or 
pronounce   a  decision. 

Sec.  6.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  elected 
by  the  electors  of  the  State  at  large  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  7.  The  term  of  office  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  except  as  in  this  Article  otherwise  provided,  shall  be 
nine   years. 

Sec.  8.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  immediately 
after  the  first  election  under  this  Constitution  be  classified  by 
lot,  so  that  one  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  one  for  the  term  of  six  years,  and  one  for  the  term 
of  nine  years.  The  lot  shall  be  drawn  by  the  judges,  who  shall 
for  that  purpose  assemble  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  they 
shall  cause  the  result  thereof  to  be  certified  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Territory,  and  filed  in  his  ofHce.  The  judge  having  the 
shortest  term  to  serve,  not  holding  his  office  by  appointment 
or  election  to  fill  a  vacancy,  shall  be  the  chief  justice,  and  shall 
preside  at  all  terms  of  the  supreme  court,  and  in  case  of  his 
absence,  the  judge  having  in  like  manner  the  next  shortest  term 
to  serve  shall  preside  in  his  stead. 

Sec.  9.  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  judges  thereof,  and  shall  hold  his 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  said  judges,  and  whose  duties  and 
emoluments  shall  be  as  prescribed  by  law,  and  by  the  rules  of 
the  supreme  court. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  judge 
of  the  supreme  court  unless  he  be  learned  in  the  law,  be  at 
least  thirty  years  of  age,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
nor  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in  this  State  or  Territory  at 
least  two  years  next  preceding  his  election. 
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District  Courts. 


Sec.  11.  The  district  court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction 
of  all  causes,  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  and  such  appellate 
jurisdiction  as  may  be  conferred  by  law.  They  shall  have  orig- 
inal jurisdiction  to  determine  all  controversies  upon  relation 
of  any  person  on  behalf  of  the  people,  concerning  the  rights, 
duties  and  liabilities  of  railroad,  telegraph  or  toll-road  com- 
panies or  corporations. 

Sec.  12.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  judicial  districts, 
in  each  of  which  there  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  thereof, 
one  or  more  judges  of  the  district  court  therein,  as  may  be 
provided  by  law,  whose  terms  of  office  shall  be  six  years;  the 
judges  of  the  district  courts  may  hold  courts  for  each  other, 
and  shall  do  so  when  required  by  law,  and  the  General  Assembly 
may,  by  law,  provide  for  the  selection  or  election  of  a  suitable 
person  to  preside  in  the  trial  of  causes  in  special  cases. 

Sec.  13.  Until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  said  districts 
shall  be  four  in  number,  and  constituted  as  follows,  viz.: 

First  District — The  counties  of  Boulder,  Jefferson,  Gilpin, 
Clear   Creek,   Summit  and   Grand. 

Second  District — The  counties  of  Arapahoe,  Douglas,  Elbert, 
Weld  and  Larimer. 

Third  District — The  counties  of  Park,  El  Paso,  Fremont, 
Pueblo,  Bent,  Las  Animas  and  Huerfano. 

Fourth  District.  The  counties  of  Costilla,  Conejos,  Rio 
Grande,  San  Juan,  La  Plata,  Hinsdale,  Saguache  and  Lake. 

Sec.  14.  The  General  Assembly  may  (whenever  two-thirds 
of  the  members  of  each  house  shall  concur  therein)  increase  or 
diminish  the  number  of  judges  for  any  district,  or  increase  or 
diminish  the  number  of  judicial  districts,  and  the  judges  thereof. 
Such  districts  shall  be  formed  of  compact  territory,  and  bounded 
by  county  lines;  but  such  increase,  diminution  or  change  in 
the  boundaries  of  a  district  shall  not  work  the  removal  of  any 
judge  from  his  office  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  elected  or  appointed. 

Sec.  15.  The  judges  of  the  district  court  first  elected  shall 
be  chosen  at  the  first  general  election.  The  General  Assembly 
may  provide  that,  after  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  the  election  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme,  district,  and 
county  courts,  and  the  district  attorneys,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
be  on  a  different  day  from  that  on  which  an  election  is  held 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  for  that  purpose  may  extend  or 
abridge  the  term  of  office  of  any  such  officers  then  holding, 
but  not  in  any  case  more  than  six  months.  Until  otherwise 
provided  by  law,  such  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  time 
of  holding  the  general  elections.  The  terms  of  office  of  all 
judges  of  the  district  court  elected  in  the  several  districts 
throughout  the  State,  shall  expire  on  the  same  day;  and  the 
terms  of  office  of  the  district  attorneys  elected  in  the  several 
districts  throughout  the  State  shall,  in  like  manner,  expire  on 
the  same  day. 
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Sec.  16.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  district 
judge  unless  he  be  learned  in  the  law,  be  at  least  thirty  years 
old,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  unless  he  shall  have 
resided  in  the  State  or  Territory  at  least  two  years  next  pre- 
ceding his  election,  nor  unless  he  shall,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  be  an  elector  within  the  judicial  district  for  which 
he  is  elected;  Provided,  That  at  the  first  election  any  person  of 
the  requisite  age  and  learning,  and  who  is  an  elector  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Colorado,  under  the  laws  thereof,  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  judicial  district  within  which  he 
is  an  elector. 

Sec.  17.  The  time  of  holding  courts  within  the  said  dis- 
tricts shall  be  as  provided  by  law,  but  at  least  one  term  of 
the  district  court  shall  be  held  annually  in  each  county,  except 
in  such  counties  as  may  be  attached,  for  judicial  purposes,  to 
another  county,  wherein  such  courts  are  so  held.  This  shall 
not  be  construed  to  prevent  the  holding  of  special  terms,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  IS.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  and  district  courts 
shall  each  receive  such  salary  as  may  be  provided  by  law,  and 
no  such  judge  shall  receive  any  other  compensation,  perquisite, 
or  emolument  for  or  on  account  of  his  office,  in  any  form 
whatever,  nor  act  as  attorney  or  counsellor  at  law. 

Sec.  19.  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  district  court  in 
each  county  wherein  a  term  is  held,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  judge  of  the  district,  to  hold  his  office  during  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  judge.  His  duties  and  compensation  shall  be  as 
provided  by  law  and  regulated  by  the  rules  of  the  court. 

Sec.  20.  Until  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law 
for  fixing  the  terms  of  the  courts  aforesaid,  the  judges  of 
the  supreme  and  district  courts,  respectively,  shall  fix  the 
terms  thereof. 

District  Attorneys. 

Sec.  21.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors 
of  each  judicial  district,  at  the  general  election  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  four,  and  every  four  years  thereafter, 
a  district  attorney  for  such  district,  whose  term  of  office  shall 
be  four  years,  and  whose  duties  and  salary  or  compensation, 
either  from  the  fees  or  emoluments  of  his  office  or  from  the 
general  county  fund,  as  shall  be  [as]  provided  by  law.  No 
person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  district  attorney  who 
shall  not,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  be  at  least  twenty-five 
years  of  age  and  possess  all  the  qualifications  of  judges  of 
the  district  courts,  as  provided  in  this  Article.  The  term  of 
office  of  the  district  attorneys  serving  in  the  several  districts, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  is  hereby  ex- 
tended to  the  second  Tuesday  of  January,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1905. 
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County  Courts. 

Sec.  22.  There  shall  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in 
each  organized  county  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  four, 
and  every  four  years  thereafter,  a  county  judge,  who  shall  be 
judge  of  the  county  court  of  said  county,  whose  term  of  office 
shall  be  four  years,  and  who  shall  be  paid  such  salary  or  com- 
pensation, either  from  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  his  office 
or  from  the  general  county  fund,  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 
The  term  of  office  of  the  county  judges  serving  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment  is  hereby  extended  to  the  second 
Tuesday  of  January,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1905. 

Sec.  23.  County  courts  shall  be  courts  of  record  and  shall 
have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  of  probate,  settlement  of 
estates  of  deceased  persons,  appointment  of  guardians,  con- 
servators and  administrators,  and  settlement  of  their  accounts, 
and  such  other  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  may  be  con- 
ferred by  law;  Provided,  Such  courts  shall  not  have  jurisdic 
tion  in  any  case  where  the  debt,  damage,  or  claim,  or  value  of 
property  involved,  shall  exceed  two  thousand  dollars,  except  in 
cases  relating  to  the  estates  of  deceased  persons. 

Appeals  may  be  taken  rrom  county  to  district  courts,  or 
to  the  supreme  court,  in  such  cases  and  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law.  Writs  of  error  shall  lie  from  the 
supreme  court  to  every  final  judgment  of  the  county  court. 
No  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  district  court  from  any  judgment 
given  upon  an  appeal  from  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Criminal  Court. 

Sec.  24.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  create 
and  establish  a  criminal  court  in  each  county  having  a  popula- 
tion exceeding  fifteen  thousand,  which  cotirt  may  have  con- 
current jurisdiction  with  the  district  courts  in  all  criminal 
cases  not  capital;  the  terms  of  such  courts  to  be  as  provided  by 
law. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Sec.  25.  Justices  of  the  peace  shall  have  such  jurisdiction 
as  may  be  conferred  by  law;  but  they  shall  not  have  juris- 
diction of  any  case  wherein  the  value  of  the  property  or  the 
amount  in  controversy  exceeds  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, nor  where  the  boundaries  or  title  to  real  property  shall 
be  called  in  question. 

Police  Magistrates. 

Sec.  26.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
vide for  creating  such  police  magistrates  for  ci^^'es  and  towns 
as  may  be  deemed  from  time  to  time  necessary  or  expedient; 
who  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  all  cases  arising  under  the  ordi- 
nances of  such  cities  and  towns  respectively. 
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Miscellaneous. 


Sec.  27.  The  judges  of  courts  of  record,  inferior  to  the 
supreme  court,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  in  each 
year,  report  in  writing  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  such 
defects  and  omissions  in  the  laws  as  their  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience may  suggest,  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December  of  each  year,  report 
in  writing  to  the  Governor,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
General  Assembly,  together  with  his  message,  such  defects  and 
omissions  in  the  Constitution  and  laws  as  they  may  find  to 
exist,  together  with  appropriate  bills  for  curing  the  same. 

Sec.  28.  All  laws  relating  to  courts  shall  be  general  and 
of  uniform  operation  throughout  the  State;  and  the  organiza- 
tion, jurisdiction,  powers,  proceedings  and  practice  of  all  the 
courts  of  the  same  class  or  grade,  so  far  as  regulated  by  law, 
and  the  force  and  effect  of  the  proceedings,  judgments  and 
decrees  of  such  courts  severally,  shall  be  uniform. 

Sec.  29.  All  officers  provided  for  in  this  article,  excepting 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  shall  respectively  reside  in  the 
district,  county,  precinct,  city  or  town  for  which  they  may  be 
elected  or  appointed.  Vacancies  occurring  in  any  of  the  offices 
provided  for  in  this  article  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  as 
follows:  Of  judges  of  the  supreme  and  district  courts,  by  the 
Governor;  of  district  attorneys,  by  the  judge  of  the  court  of  the 
district  for  which  such  attorney  was  elected;  and  of  all  other 
judicial  officers,  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  the 
county  wherein  the  vacancy  occurs.  Judges  of  the  supreme, 
district  and  county  courts  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  hold  office  until  the  next  general  election  and 
until  their  successors  elected  thereat  shall  be  duly  qualified. 

Sec.  30.  All  process  shall  run  in  the  name  of  "The  People 
of  the  State  of  Colorado;"  all  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in 
the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  "The  People  of  the  State 
of  Colorado,"  and  conclude,  "against  the  peace  and  dignity  of 
the    same." 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Suffrage  and    Elections. 

Section  1.  Every  person  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
possessing  the  following  qualifications,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
at  all  elections.  He  or  she  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  have  resided  in  the  state  twelve  months  im- 
mediately preceeding  the  election  at  which  he  offers  to  vote, 
and  in  the  county,  city,  town,  ward  or  precinct,  such  time 
as  may  be   prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  the  first  session 
thereof,  and  may  at  any  subsequent  session,  enact  laws  to  extend 
the  right  of  suffrage  to  women  of  lawful  age.  and  otherwise 
qualified  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  article.  No  such 
enactment  shall  be  of  effect  until  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the 
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qualified  electors  at  a  general  election,  nor  unless  the  same  be 
approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  thereon. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law  an  edu- 
cational qualification  for  electors;  but  no  such  law  shall  take 
effect  prior  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety  (1890),  and  no  qualified  elector  shall  be  there- 
by  disqualified. 

Sec.  4.  For  the  purpose  of  voting  and  eligibilty  to  oflice, 
no  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  residence  by  rea- 
son of  his  presence,  or  lost  it  by  reason  of  his  absence,  while 
in  the  civil  or  military  service  of  the  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  nor  while  a  student  at  any  institution  of  learning,  nor 
while  kept  at  public  expense  in  any  poor-house  or  other  asylum, 
nor  while  confined  in  public  prison. 

Sec.  5.  Voters  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or 
breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  at- 
tendance at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  therefrom. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  except  a  qualified  elector  shall  be  elected 
or  appointed  to  any  civil  or  military  oflBce  of  the  State. 

Sec.  7.  The  general  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October  in  the  years  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  annually  thereafter 
on  such  day  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  8.  All  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  by  ballot; 
every  ballot  voted  shall  be  numbered  in  the  order  in  which  it 
shall  be  received,  and  the  number  be  recorded  by  the  election 
oflBcrs  on  the  list  of  voters  opposite  the  name  of  the  voter  who 
presents  the  ballot.  The  election  officers  shall  be  swocn  or 
affirmed  not  to  enquire  or  disclose  how  any  elector  shall  have 
voted.  In  all  cases  of  contested  elections  the  ballots  cast  may 
be  counted,  compared  with  the  list  of  voters,  and  examined  under 
such  safeguards  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  9.  In  trials  of  contested  elections  and  for  offenses  aris- 
ing under  the  election  law  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to 
withhold  his  testimony  on  the  ground  that  it  may  criminate 
himself,  or  subject  him  to  public  infamy;  but  such  testimony 
shall  not  be  used  against  him  in  any  judicial  proceeding,  except 
for  perjury  in  giving  such  testimony. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  while  confined  in  any  public  prison  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote;  but  every  such  person  who  was  a  qualified 
elector  prior  to  such  imprisonment,  and  who  is  released  there- 
from by  virtue  of  a  pardon,  or  by  virtue  of  having  served  out 
his  full  term  of  imprisonment,  shall,  without  further  action,  be 
invested  with  all  the  rights  of  citizenship,  except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this   Constitution. 

Sec.  11.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass  laws  to  secure 
the  purity  of  elections,  and  guard  against  abuses  of  the  elective 
franchise. 

Sec.  12.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  general  law,  des- 
ignate the  courts  and  judges  by  whom  the  several  classes  of 
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election  contests,  not  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  tried,  and 
regulate  the  manner  of  trial,  and  all  matters  incident  thereto; 
but  no  such  law  shall  apply  to  any  contest  arising  out  of 
an  election  held  before  its  passage. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 
State   Institutions. 

Sec.  1.  Educational,  reformatory  and  penal  institutions,  and 
those  for  the  benefit  of  the  insane,  blind,  deaf  and  mute,  and 
such  other  institutions  as  the  public  good  may  require,  shall 
be  established  and  supported  by  the  State,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  change 
or  locate  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State,  but  shall  at  its  first 
session  subsequent  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  provide  by  law  for  submitting  the  question 
of  the  permanent  location  of  the  seat  of  government  to  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  the  State,  at  the  general  election  then  next  en- 
suing, and  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  upon  said  question  cast  at 
said  election  shall  be  necessary  to  determine  the  location  there- 
of. Said  General  Assembly  shall  also  provide  that  in  case  there 
shall  be  no  choice  of  location  at  said  election,  the  question 
of  choice  between  the  two  places  for  which  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  have  been  cast  shall  be  submitted  in  like 
manner  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State  at  the  next  gen- 
eral election;  Provided,  That  until  the  seat  of  government  shall 
have  been  permanently  located  as  herein  provided,  the  tempor- 
ary location  thereof  shall  remain  at  the  city  of  Denver. 

Sec.  3.  When  the  seat  of  government  shall  have  been  lo- 
cated as  herein  provided,  the  location  thereof  shall  not  there- 
after be  changed,  except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
qualified  electors  of  the  State  voting  on  that  question,  at  a 
general  election,  at  which  the  question  of  location  of  the  seat 
of  government  shall  have  been  submitted  by  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  make  no  appropria- 
tion or  expenditure  for  capitol  buildings  or  grounds,  until  the 
seat  of  government  shall  have  been  permanently  located,  as  here- 
in provided. 

Sec.  5.  The  following  Territorial  institutions,  to  wit.:  The 
University  at  Boulder,  the  Agricultural  College  at  Fort  Collins, 
the  School  of  Mines  at  Golden,  the  Institute  for  the  Education 
of  Mutes  at  Colorado  Springs,  shall,  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  become  institutions  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  and 
the  management  thereof  subject  to  the  control  of  the  State, 
under  such  laws  and  regulations  as  the  General  Assembly  shall 
provide;  and  the  location  of  said  institutions,  as  well  as  all 
gifts,  grants,  and  appropriations  of  money  and  property,  real 
and  personal,  heretofore  made  to  said  several  institutions,  are 
hereby   confirmed  to  the  use   and   benefit  of  the   same  respec- 
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tively;  Provided,  This  Section  shall  not  apply  to  any  institu- 
tion, the  property,  real  or  personal,  of  which  is  nov/  vested  in 
the  trustees  thereof,  until  such  property  be  transferred  by  proper 
conveyance,  together  with  the  control  thereof,  to  the  officers 
provided  for  the  management  of  said  institution  by  this  Con- 
stitution, or  by  law. 

ARTICLE  IX. 
Education. 

Section  1.  The  general  supervision  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  State  shall  be  vested  in  a  board  of  education,  whose  pow- 
ers and  duties  shall  be  prescribed  by  law;  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Attorne3--General 
shall  constitute  the  board,  of  which  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  shall  be  president. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, provide  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  thor- 
ough and  uniform  system  of  free  public  schools  throughout  the 
State,  wherein  all  the  residents  of  the  State  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  twenty-one  years  may  be  educated  gratuitously. 
One  or  more  public  schools  shall  be  maintained  in  each  school 
district  within  the  State,  at  least  three  months  in  each  year; 
any  school  district  failing  to  have  such  school  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  receive  any  portion  of  the  school  fund  for  that  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  public  school  fund  of  the  State  shall  forever 
remain  inviolate  and  intact;  the  interest  thereon  only  shall  be 
expended  in  the  maintenance  of  the  schools  of  the  State,  and 
shall  be  distributed  amongst  the  several  counties  and  school 
districts  of  the  State,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law.  No  part  of  this  fund,  principal  or  interest,  shall  ever 
be  transferred  to  any  other  fund,  or  used  or  appropriated  except 
as  herein  provided.  The  State  Treasurer  shall  be  the  custodian 
of  this  fund,  and  the  same  shall  be  securely  and  profitably  in- 
vested as  may  be  by  law  directed.  The  State  shall  supplj'  all 
losses  thereof  that  may  in  any  manner  occur. 

Sec.  4.  Each  county  treasurer  shall  collect  all  school  funds 
belonging  to  his  county  and  the  several  school  districts  therein, 
and  disburse  the  same  to  the  proper  districts  upon  warrants 
drawn  by  the  county  superintendent  or  by  the  proper  district 
authorities,  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  The  public  school  fund  of  the  State  shall  consist 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  lands  as  have  heretofore  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  granted  to  the  State  by  the  general  government 
for  educational  purposes;  all  estates  that  may  eschea.t  to  the 
State;  also  all  other  grants,  gifts  or  devices  that  may  be  made 
to  this  State  for  educational  purposes. 

Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  a  county  superintendent  of  schools 
in  each  county,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  two  years,  and 
whose  duties,  qualifications  and  compensation  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  He  shall  be  ex  officio  commissioner  of  lands 
within  his  county,  and  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  said  office 
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under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  of  land  commissioners, 
as  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  7.  Neither  the  General  Assembly,  nor  any  county,  city, 
town,  township,  school  district,  or  other  public  corporation,  shall 
ever  make  any  appropriation,  or  pay  from  any  public  fund  or  mon- 
eys whatever,  anything  In  aid  of  any  church  or  sectarian  society, 
or  for  any  sectarian  purpose,  or  to  help  support  or  sustain  any 
school,  academy,  seminary,  college,  university,  or  other  literary 
or  scientific  institution,  controlled  by  an}'  church  or  sectarian 
denomination  whatsoever;  nor  shall  any  grant  or  donation  of 
land,  money  or  other  personal  property,  ever  be  made  by  the 
State,  or  any  such  public  corporation,  to  any  church  or  for  any 
sectarian   purpose. 

Sec.  S.  No  religious  test  or  qualification  shall  ever  be  required 
of  any  person  as  a  condition  of  admission  into  anj*  public  edu- 
cational institution  of  the  State,  either  as  teacher  or  student; 
and  no  teacher  or  student  of  any  such  institution  shall  ever 
be  required  to  attend  or  participate  in  any  religious  service 
whatever.  No  sectarian  tenets  or  doctrines  shall  ever  be 
taught  in  the  public  schools,  nor  shall  any  distinction  or  clas- 
sification of  pupils  be  made  on  account  of  race  or  color. 

Sec.  9.  The  Governor,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, Secretary  of  State  and  Attorney-General  shall  constitute 
the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  who  shall  have  the 
direction,  control  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
State,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners  to  provide  for  the  location,  protection,  sale  or 
other  disposition  of  all  the  lands  heretofore  or  which  may  here- 
after be  granted  to  the  State  by  the  general  government,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  in  such 
manner  as  v/ill  secure  the  maximum  possible  amount  therefor. 
No  law  shall  ever  be  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  granting 
any  privileges  to  persons  v.-hc  may  have  settled  upon  any  such 
public  lauds  subsequent  to  the  survey  thereof  by  the  general 
government,  by  which  the  amount  to  be  derived  by  the  sale, 
or  other  disposition  of  such  lands,  shall  be  diminished,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period,  provide  by  law  that  the  several  grants  of 
land  made  by  Congress  to  the  State  shall  be  judiciously  located 
and  carefully  preserved  and  held  in  trust  subject  to  disposal, 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  respective  objects  for  which 
said  grants  of  land  were  made;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  for  the  sale  of  said  lands  from  time  to  time;  and  for 
the  faithful  application  of  the  proceeds  thereof  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  said  grants. 

Sec.  11.  The  General  Assembly  may  require,  by  law,  that 
every  child  of  sufficient  mental  and  physical  ability  shall  at- 
tend the  public  school  during  the  period  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  eighteen  years,  for  a  time  equivalent  to  three  years, 
unless  educated  by  other  means. 

Sec.    12.     There   shall   be   elected   by   the  qualified   electors 
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of  the  State,  at  the  first  general  election  under  this  Constitu- 
tion, six  regents  of  the  university,  who  shall  immediately  after 
their  election  be  so  classified,  by  lot,  that  two  shall  hold  their 
ofllce  for  the  term  of  two  years,  two  for  four  years,  and  two 
for  six  years;  and  every  two  years  after  the  first  election  there 
shall  be  elected  two  regents  of  the  university,  whose  term  of 
office  shall  be  six  years.  The  regents  thus  elected,  and  their 
successors,  shall  constitute  a  body  corporate,  to  be  known  by 
the  name  and  style  of  "The  Regents  of  the  University  of 
Colorado." 

Sec.  13.  The  regents  of  the  university  shall,  at  their  first 
meeting,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  elect  a  presi- 
dent of  the  university,  who  shall  hold  his  office  until  removed 
by  the  board  of  regents  for  cause;  he  shall  be,  ex-officio,  a 
member  of  the  board,  with  the  privilege  of  speaking,  but  not 
of  voting,  except  in  cases  of  a  tie;  he  shall  preside  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board,  and  be  the  principal  executive  officer  of 
the  university,  and  a  member  of  the  faculty  thereof. 

Sec.  14.  The  board  of  regents  shall  have  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  university,  and  the  exclusive  control  and  direction 
of  all  funds  of,  and  appropriations  for,  the  university. 

Sec.  15.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  by  law,  provide  for 
organization  of  school  districts  of  convenient  size,  in  each  of 
which  shall  be  established  a  board  of  education,  to  consist 
of  three  or  more  directors,  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors 
of  the  district.  Said  directors  shall  have  control  of  instruction 
in  the  public  schools  of  their  respective  districts. 

Sec.  16.  Neither  the  General  Assembly  nor  the  State  Board 
of  Education  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  text-books  to  be 
used  in  the  public  schools. 

ARTICLE  X. 
Revenue. 

Section  1.  The  fiscal  year  shall  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  October  in  each  year,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  an 
annual  tax,  sufficient,  with  other  resources,  to  defray  the  esti- 
mated expenses  of  the   State  Government  for  each  fiscal  year. 

Sec.  3.  All  taxes  shall  be  uniform  upon  the  same  class  of 
subjects  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  authority  levy- 
ing the  tax  and  shall  be  levied  and  collected  under  general  laws 
which  shall  prescribe  such  regulations  as  shall  secure  a  just 
valuation  for  the  taxation  of  all  property,  real  and  personal; 
Provided,  That  the  household  goods  of  every  person  being  the 
head  of  a  family,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars,  shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation.  Ditches,  canals,  and  flumes  owned  and 
used  by  individuals  or  corporations  for  irrigating  lands  owned 
by  such  individuals  or  corporations,  or  the  individual  members 
thereof,  shall  not  be  separately  taxed  so  long  as  they  shall  be 
owned    and    used   exclusively   for   such   purpose;    And   provided. 
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further,  That  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  affect 
such  special  assessments  for  benefits  and  municipal  improve- 
ments as  the  corporate  authorities  of  cities,  towns  or  improve- 
ment districts  may  assess  and  collect  under  provisions  to  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  The  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the  State, 
counties,  cities,  towns  and  other  municipal  corporations,  and 
public  libraries,   shall   be   exempt  from   taxation. 

Sec.  5.  Lots  with  the  buildings  thereon,  if  said  buildings 
are  used  solely  and  exclusively  for  religious  worship,  for  schools 
or  for  strictly  charitable  purposes,  also  cemeteries  not  used 
or  held  for  private  or  corporate  profit,  shall  be  exempt  from 
taxation,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  general  law. 

Sec.  6.  All  laws  exempting  from  taxation  property  other 
than  that  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  be  void. 

Sec.  7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  impose  taxes  for 
the  purposes  of  any  county,  city,  town,  or  other  municipal  cor- 
poration, but  may  by  law  vest  in  the  corporate  authorities  there- 
of respectively  the  power  to  assess  and  collect  taxes  for  all 
purposes   of   such  corporation. 

Sec.  8.  No  county,  city,  town,  or  other  municipal  corpor- 
ation, the  inhabitants  thereof,  nor  the  property  therein,  shall 
be  released  or  discharged  from  their  or  its  proportionate  share 
of  taxes  to  be  levied  for  State  purposes. 

Sec.  9.  The  power  to  tax  corporations  and  corporate  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  shall  never  be  relinquished  or  suspended. 

Sec.  10.  All  corporations  in  this  State,  or  doing  business 
therein,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  for  State,  county,  school,  mu- 
nicipal and  other  purposes,  on  the  real  and  personal  property 
owned  or  used  by  them  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  author- 
ity levying  the  tax. 

Sec.  11.  The  rate  of  taxation  on  property  for  State  pur- 
poses, shall  never  exceed  four  mills  on  each  dollar  of  valua- 
tion. 

Sec.  12.  The  treasurer  shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  each 
fund  in  his  hands;  and  shall,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  of 
the  fiscal  year,  report  to  the  Governor  in  writing,  under  oath, 
the  amount  of  all  moneys  in  his  hands  to  the  credit  of  every 
such  fund,  and  the  place  where  the  same  are  kept  or  deposited, 
and  the  number  and  amount  of  every  warrant  received, 
and  the  number  and  amount  of  every  warrant  paid  therefrom 
during  the  quarter.  Swearing  falsely  to  any  such  report  shall 
be  deemed  perjury.  The  Governor  shall  cause  every  such  re- 
port to  be  immediately  published  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
printed  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  otherwise  as  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  may  require.  The  General  Assembly  may  pro- 
vide by  law  further  regulations  for  the  safe  keeping  and  man- 
agement of  the  public  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer, 
but,  notwithstanding  any  such  regulation,  the  treasurer  and  his 
sureties  shall  in  all  cases  be  held  responsible  therefor. 

Sec.   13.     The  making  of  profit,  directly  or   indirectly,  out 
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of  State,  county,  city,  town  or  school  district  money,  or  using 
the  same  for  any  purpose  not  authorized  by  law,  by  any  public 
officer,  shall  be  deemed  a  felony,  and  shall  be  punished  as 
provided  by  law. 

Sec.  14.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  or  sold  for 
the  payment  of  the  corporate  debt  of  municipal  corporations. 

Sec.  15.  There  shall  be  a  State  Board  of  Equalization,  con- 
sisting of  the  Governor,  State  Auditor,  State  Treasurer,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  Attorney-General;  also,  in  each  county  of 
this  State,  a  county  board  of  equalization,  consisting  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  of  said  county.  The  duty  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  shall  be  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valu- 
ation of  real  and  personal  property  among  the  several  counties 
of  the  State.  The  duty  of  the  county  board  of  equalization 
shall  be  to  adjust  and  equalize  the  valuation  of  real  and  iser- 
sonal  property  within  their  respective  counties.  Each  board 
shall  also  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  16.  No  appropriation  shall  be  made  nor  any  expendi- 
ture authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  v/hereby  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  State  during  any  fiscal  year  shall  exceed  the  total 
tax  then  provided  for  by  law  and  applicable  for  such  appropri- 
ation or  expenditure  unless  the  General  Assembly  making  such 
appropriation  shall  provide  for  levying  a  sufficient  tax  not  ex- 
ceeding the  rates  allowed  in  Section  11  of  this  Article  to  pay 
such  appropriation  or  expenditure  within  such  fiscal  year.  This 
provision  shall  not  apply  to  appropriations  or  expenditures  to 
suppress  insurrection,  defend  the  State,  or  assist  in  defending 
the  United  States  in  time  of  war. 

ARTICLE  XI. 
Public   Indebtedness. 

Section  1.  Neither  the  State,  nor  any  county,  city,  town, 
township  or  school  district  shall  lend  or  pledge  the  credit  or 
faith  thereof,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  manner  to  or  in 
aid  of  any  person,  company  or  corporation,  public  or  private, 
for  any  amount  or  for  any  purpose  whatever,  or  become  respon- 
sible for  any  debt,  contract  or  liability  of  any  person,  company 
or  corporation,  public  or  private,  in  or  out  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  Neither  the  State  nor  any  county,  city,  tov/n,  town- 
ship or  school  district,  shall  make  any  donation  or  grant  to,  or 
in  aid  of,  or  become  a  subscriber  to,  or  shareholder  in,  any  cor- 
poration or  company,  or  a  joint  owner  with  any  person,  com- 
pany or  corporation,  public  or  private,  in  or  out  of  the  State, 
except  as  to  such  ownership  as  may  accrue  to  the  State  by 
escheat,  or  by  forfeiture,  by  operation  or  provision  of  law;  and 
except  as  to  such  ownership  as  may  accrue  to  the  State,  or  to 
any  county,  city,  town,  township  or  school  district,  or  to  either 
or  any  of  them,  jointly  with  any  person,  company  or  corpora- 
tion, by  forfeiture  or  sale  of  real  estate  for  non-payment  of 
taxes,  or  by  donation  or  devise  for  public  use,  or  by  purchase 
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by  or  on  behalf  of  any  or  either  of  them,  jointly  with  any  or 
either  of  them,  under  execution  in  cases  of  fines,  penalties  or 
forfeiture  of  recognizance,  breach  of  condition  of  official  bond, 
or  of  bond  to  secure  public  moneys,  or  the  performance  of  any 
contract  in  which  they  or  any  of  them  may  be  jointly  or  sev- 
erally  interested. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  shall  not  contract  any  debt  by  loan  in 
any  form  except  to  provide  for  casual  deficiencies  of  revenue, 
erect  public  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  State,  suppress  insur- 
rection, defend  the  State,  or,  in  time  of  war,  assist  in  defend- 
ing the  United  States;  and  the  amount  of  the  debt  contracted 
in  any  one  year  to  provide  for  deficiencies  of  revenue  shall 
not  exceed  one-fourth  of  a  mill  on  each  dollar  of  valuation 
of  taxable  property  within  the  State,  and  the  aggregrate  amount 
of  such  debt  shall  not  at  an}-  time  exceed  three-fourths  of 
a  mill  on  each  dollar  of  said  valuation  until  the  valuation  shall 
equal  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,,  and  thereafter  such  debt 
shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  debt  in- 
curred in  any  one  year  for  erection  of  public  buildings  shall 
not  exceed  one-half  mill  on  each  dollar  of  said  valuation,  and 
the  aggregate  amount  of  such  debt  shall  never  at  any  time 
exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  (except  as  provided 
in  Section  5  of  this  Article),  and  in  all  cases  the  valuation  in 
this  Section  mentioned  shall  be  that  of  the  assessment  last 
preceding  the  creation  of  said  debt. 

Sec.  4.  In  no  case  shall  any  debt  above  mentioned  in  this 
article  be  created  except  by  a  law  which  shall  be  irrepealable 
until  the  indebtedness  therein  provided  for  shall  have  been  fully 
paid  or  discharged;  such  law  shall  specify  the  purposes  to  which 
the  funds  so  raised  shall  be  applied,  and  provide  for  the  levy 
of  a  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on,  and  extinguish 
the  principal  of  such  debt  within  the  time  limited  by  such  law 
for  the  payment  thereof,  which  in  the  case  of  debts  contracted 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  and  supplying  deficiencies 
of  revenue,  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen 
years,  and  the  funds  arising  from  the  collection  of  any  such 
tax  shall  not  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  than  that  pro- 
vided in  the  law  levying  the  same;  and  when  the  debt  thereby 
created  shall  be  paid  or  discharged,  such  tax  shall  cease,  and 
the  balance,  if  any,  to  the  credit  of  the  fund,  shall  immediately 
be  placed  to  the  credit  cf  the  general  fund  of  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  A  debt  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings 
may  be  created  by  law,  as  provided  for  in  Section  4  of  this 
Article,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  three  mills  on  each 
dollar  of  said  valuation;  Provided,  That  before  going  into  effect 
such  law  shall  be  ratified  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  such 
qualified  electors  of  the  State  as  shall  vote  thereon  at  a  gen- 
eral election,  under  such  regulations  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe. 

Sec.  6.  No  county  shall  contract  any  debt  by  loan  in  any 
form  except  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  necessary  public  build- 
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ings,  making  or  repairing  public  roads  and  bridges;  and  such 
indebtedness  contracted  in  any  one  year  shall  not  exceed  the 
rates  upon  the  taxable  property  in  such  county,  following,  to 
wit:  Counties  in  which  the  assessed  valuation  of  taxable  prop- 
erty shall  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  on  each  thousand  dollars  thereof;  Counties  in  which  such 
valuation  shall  be  less  than  five  millions  of  dollars,  three  dol- 
lars on  each  thousand  dollars  thereof;  And  the  aggregate  amount 
of  indebtedness  of  any  county  for  all  purposes,  exclusive  of  the 
debts  contracted  before  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
not  at  any  time  exceed  twice  the  amount  above  herein  limited, 
unless  when  in  manner  provided  by  law,  the  question  of  in- 
curring such  debt  shall,  at  a  general  election,  be  submitted  to 
such  of  the  qualified  electors  of  such  county  as  in  the  year  last 
preceding  such  election  shall  have  paid  a  tax  upon  property 
assessed  to  them  in  such  county,  and  a  majority  of  those  voting 
thereon  shall  vote  in  favor  of  incurring  the  debt;  but  the  bonds, 
if  any  be  Issued  therefor,  shall  not  run  less  than  ten  years, 
and  the  aggregate  amount  of  debt  so  contracted  shall  not  at 
any  time  exceed  twice  the  rate  upon  the  valuation  last  herein 
mentioned;  Provided,  That  any  county  in  this  State  which  has 
an  indebtedness  outstanding,  either  in  the  form  of  warrants 
issued  for  purposes  provided  by  law  prior  to  December  31,  A.  D. 
1886,  or  in  the  form  of  funding  bonds  issued  prior  to  such  date 
for  such  warrants  previously  outstanding,  or  in  the  form  of 
public  building,  road  or  bridge  bonds  outstanding  at  such  date, 
may  contract  a  debt  by  loan  by  the  issuance  of  bonds  for  the 
purpose  of  liquidating  such  indebtedness,  provided  the  ques- 
tion of  issuing  said  bonds  shall,  at  a  general  or  special  election 
called  for  that  purpose,  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  such  of 
the  duly  qualified  electors  of  such  county  as  in  the  year  last 
preceding  such  election  shall  have  paid  a  tax  upon  property 
assessed  in  such  county,  and  the  majority  of  those  voting  there- 
on shall  vote  in  favor  of  issuing  the  bonds.  Such  election  shall 
be  held  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  this  State  for 
the  issuance  of  road,  bridge  and  public  building  bonds,  and 
the  bonds  authorized  at  such  election  shall  be  issued  and  pro- 
vision made  for  their  redemption  in  the  same  manner  as  pro- 
vided in  said  law. 

Sec.  7.  No  debt  by  loan  in  any  form  shall  be  contracted 
by  any  school  district  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and  furnish- 
ing school  buildings,  or  purchasing  grounds,  unless  the  propo- 
sition to  create  such  debt  shall  first  be  submitted  to  such  qual- 
ified electors  of  the  district  as  shall  have  paid  a  school  tax 
therein  in  the  year  next  preceding  such  election,  and  a  majority 
of  those  voting  thereon  shall  vote  in  favor  of  incurring  such  debt 

Sec.  8.  No  city  or  town  shall  contract  any  debt  by  loan 
in  any  form,  except  by  means  of  an  ordinance,  which  shall 
be  irrepealable,  until  the  indebtedness  therein  provided  for 
shall  have  been  fully  paid  or  discharged;  specifying  the  pur- 
poses to   which   the   funds   to   be  raised   shall   be   applied,  and 
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providing  for  the  levy  of  a  tax,  not  exceeding  twelve  (12) 
mills  on  each  dollar  of  valuation  of  taxable  property  within 
such  city  or  town,  sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  interest,  and 
extinguish  the  principal  of  such  debt  within  fifteen,  but  not 
less  than  ten  years  from  the  creation  thereof;  and  such  tax 
when  collected  shall  be  applied  only  to  the  purposes  in  such 
ordinance  specified,  until  the  indebtedness  shall  be  paid  or  dis- 
charged. But  no  such  debt  shall  be  created  unless  the  ques- 
tion of  incurring  the  same  shall  at  a  regular  election  for  coun- 
cilmen,  aldermen  or  officers  of  such  city  or  town,  be  submitted 
to  a  vote  of  such  qualified  electors  thereof  as  shall,  in  the 
year  next  preceding,  have  paid  a  property  tax  therein,  and  a 
majority  of  those  voting  on  the  question,  by  ballot  deposited 
in  a  separate  ballot-box,  shall  vote  in  favor  of  creating  such 
debt;  but  the  aggregate  amount  of  debt  so  created,  together 
with  the  debt  existing  at  the  time  of  such  election,  shall  not 
at  any  time  exceed  three  per  cent  of  the  valuation  last  afore- 
said. Debts  contracted  for  supplying  water  to  such  city  or 
town  are  excepted  from  the  operation  of  this  Section.  The 
valuation  in  this  Section  mentioned  shall  be  in  all  cases  that 
of  the  assessment  next  preceding  the  last  assessment  before 
the  adoption  of  such  ordinance. 

Sec.  9.  Nothing  contained  in  this  Article  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  either  impair  or  add  to  the  obligation  of  any  debt 
heretofore  contracted  by  any  county,  city,  town,  or  school  dis- 
trict, in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  Colorado  Territory,  or  pre- 
vent the  contracting  of  any  debt,  or  the  issuing  of  bonds  there- 
for, in  accordance  with  said  laws,  upon  any  proposition  for  that 
purpose,  which  may  have  been,  according  to  said  laws,  submit- 
ted to  a  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of  any  county,  city,  town 
or  school  district,  before  the  day  on  which  this  Constitution 
takes  effect 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Officers. 

Section  1.  Every  person  holding  any  civil  office  under  the 
State,  or  any  municipality  therein,  shall,  unless  removed  according 
to  law,  exercise  the  duties  of  such  office  until  his  successor  is  duly 
qualified;  but  this  shall  not  apply  to  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  nor  to  members  of  any  board  or  assembly,  two  or 
more  of  whom  are  elected  at  the  same  time;  the  General  As- 
sembly may  by  law  provide  for  suspending  any  officer  in  his 
functions,  pending  impeachment  or  prosecution  for  misconduct 
in  office. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  hold  any  office  or  employment  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  any  ordinance 
of  any  municipality  therein,  without  devoting  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  who  is  now  or  hereafter  may  become 
a  collector  or  receiver  of  public  money,  or  the  deputy  or  as- 
sistant of  such  collector  or  receiver,  and  who  shall  have  become 


32  CONSTITUTION  OF    COLORADO. 

a  defaulter  in  his  office,  shall  be  eligible  to  or  assume  the  duties 
of  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  State  under  the  laws 
thereof,  or  of  any  municipality  therein,  until  he  shall  have 
accounted  for  and  paid  over  all  public  money  for  Vv'hich  he 
may  be  accountable. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  hereafter  convicted  of  embezzlement  of 
public  money,  bribery,  perjury,  solicitation  of  bribery,  or  subor- 
nation of  perjury,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assembly, 
or  capable  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  district  court  of  each  county  shall  at  each 
term  thereof  specially  give  in  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  if  there 
be  one,  the  laws  regulating  the  accountability  of  the  county 
treasurer,  and  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  such  grand  jury, 
or  of  other  reputable  persons,  not  exceeding  five,  to  investi- 
gate the  official  accounts  and  affairs  of  the  treasurer  of  such 
county,  and  report  to  the  court  the  condition  thereof.  The 
judge  of  the  district  court  may  appoint  a  like  committee  in 
vacation  at  any  time,  but  not  oftener  than  once  in  every  three 
months.  The  district  court  of  the  county  v;rh8rein  the  seat  of 
government  may  be  shall  have  the  like  power  to  appoint  com- 
mittees to  investigate  the  official  accounts  and  affairs  of  the 
State  Treasurer  and  the  Auditor  of  State. 

Sec.  6.  Any  civil  officer  or  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
who  shall  solicit,  demand  or  receive,  or  consent  to  receive, 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself  or  for  another,  from  any  com- 
pany, corporation  or  person,  any  money,  office,  appointment, 
employment,  testimonial,  reward,  thing  of  value  or  enjoyment, 
or  of  personal  advantage,  or  promise  thereof,  for  his  vote, 
official  influence  or  action,  or  for  withholding  the  same,  or 
with  an  understanding  that  his  official  influence  or  action  shall 
[be]  in  any  way  influenced  thereby,  or  who  shall  solicit  or 
demand  any  such  money  or  advantage,  matter  or  thing  afore- 
said, for  another  as  the  consideration  of  his  vote,  official  influence 
or  action,  or  for  withholding  the  same,  or  shall  give  or  withhold 
his  vote,  official  influence  or  action,  in  consideration  of  the  pay- 
ment or  promise  of  such  money,  advantage,  matter  or  thing  to 
another,  shall  be  held  guilty  of  bribery,  or  solicitation  of  bribery, 
as  the  case  may  be,  within  the  meaning  of  this  Constitution,  and 
shall  incur  the  disabilities  provided  thereby  for  such  offense, 
and  such  additional  punishment  as  is  or  shall  be  prescribed 
by  law. 

Sec.  7.  Every  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall, 
before  he  enters  upon  his  official  duties,  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of 
the  State  of  Colorado,  and  to  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office  according  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  This  oath,  or 
affirmation,  shall  be  administered  in  the  hall  of  the  House  to 
which  the  member  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  8.  Every  civil  officer,  except  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  such  inferior  officers  as  may  be  by  law  exempted, 
shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and 
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subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  and  to  faith- 
fully perform  the  duties  of  the  office  upon  which  he  is  about 
to  enter. 

Sec.  9.  Officers  of  the  executive  department  and  judges  of 
the  supreme  and  district  courts,  and  district  attorneys, 
shall  file  their  oaths  of  office  with  the  Secretary  of  State;  every 
other  officer  shall  file  his  oath  of  office  with  the  county  clerk 
of  the  county  wherein  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  10.  If  any  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any  office 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  qualify  therein  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law,  such  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant. 

Sec.  11.  The  term  of  office  of  any  officer  elected  to  fill 
a  vacancy  shall  terminate  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  dur- 
ing which  the  vacancy  occurred. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  fight  a  duel,  or 
assist  in  the  same  as  a  second,  or  send,  accept  or  knowingly 
carry  a  challenge  therefor,  or  agree  to  go  out  of  the  State 
to  fight  a  duel,  shall  hold  any  office  in  the  State. 

ARTICLE  Xin. 
Impeachments. 

Section  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have  the 
sole  power  of  impeachment.  The  concurrence  of  a  majority 
of  all  the  members  shall  be  necessary  to  an  impeachment.  All 
impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate,  and  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  the  Senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirma- 
tion to  do  justice  according  to  law  and  evidence.  When  the 
Governor  or  Lieutenant-Governor  is  on  trial,  the  chief  justice 
of  the  supreme  court  shall  preside.  No  person  shall  be  con- 
victed without  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators 
elected. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  and  other  State  and  judicial  officers^ 
except  county  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  liable  to 
impeachment  for  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors,  or  malfeasance 
in  office,  but  judgment  in  such  cases  shall  only  extend  to  removal 
from  office  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  honor,  trust 
or  profit  in  the  State.  The  party,  whether  convicted  or  ac- 
quitted, shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  prosecution,  trial,  judg- 
ment and  punishment  according  to  law. 

Sec.  3.  All  officers  not  liable  to  impeachment  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  removal  for  misconduct  or  malfeasance  in  office,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

Counties. 

Section  1.  The  several  counties  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado, 
as  they  now  exist,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  counties  of  the 
State. 
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Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  remove 
the  county  seat  of  any  county,  but  the  removal  of  county  seats 
shall  be  provided  for  by  general  law,  and  no  county  seat  shall 
be  removed  unless  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
county,  voting  on  the  proposition  at  a  general  election,  vote 
therefor;  and  no  such  proposition  shall  be  submitted  oftener 
than  once  in  four  years,  and  no  person  shall  vote  on  such 
proposition  who  shall  not  have  resided  in  the  county  six  months 
and  in  the  election  precinct  ninety  days  next  preceding  such 
election. 

Sec.  3.  No  part  of  the  territory  of  any  county  shall  be 
stricken  off  and  added  to  an  adjoining  county  without  first  sub- 
mitting the  question  to  the  qualified  voters  of  the  county  from 
which  the  territory  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  off;  nor  unless 
a  majority  of  all  the  qualified  voters  of  said  county  voting  on 
the  question  shall  vote  therefor. 

Sec.  4.  In  all  cases  of  the  establishment  of  any  new  county, 
the  new  county  shall  be  held  to  pay  its  ratable  proportion  of 
all  then  existing  liabilities  of  the  county  or  counties  from  which 
such  new  county  shall  be  formed. 

Sec.  5.  When  any  part  of  a  county  is  stricken  off  and  at- 
tached to  another  county,  and  the  part  stricken  off  shall  be 
held  to  pay  its  ratable  proportion  of  all  then  existing  liabilities 
of  the  county  from  which  it  is  taken. 

County  Officers. 

Sec.  6.  In  each  county  having  a  population  of  less  than 
seventy  thousand  there  shall  be  elected,  for  a  term  of  four 
years  each,  three  county  commissioners,  who  shall  hold  sessions 
for  the  transaction  of  county  business  as  provided  by  law;  any 
two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  Two  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  elected  at  the 
general  election  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  and 
at  the  general  election  every  four  years  thereafter;  and  the 
other  one  of  said  commissioners  shall  be  elected  at  the  gen- 
eral election  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  six,  and  at  the 
general  election  every  four  years  thereafter;  Provided,  That 
when  the  population  of  any  county  shall  equal  or  exceed  seventy 
thousand,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  may  consist  of 
five  members,  any  three  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  Three  of  said  commissioners  in 
said  county  shall  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  four,  and  at  the  general  election  every 
four  years  thereafter;  and  the  other  two  of  said  commissioners 
in  such  county  shall  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  six  and  every  four  years  thereafter; 
and  all  of  such  commissioners  shall  be  elected  for  the  term 
of  four  years.  The  term  of  office  of  the  county  commissioners 
in  each  county  that  expires  in  January,  1904,  is  hereby  extended 
to  the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  A.  D.  1905,  and  the  term  of 
office  of  the  county  commissioners  that  expires  in  January, 
1906,   is   hereby   extended   to  the   second   Tuesday   in   January, 


CONSTITUTION  OF   COLORADO.  35 

A.  D.  1907;  and  in  counties  having  a  population  of  more  than 
seventy  thousand,  the  term  of  office  of  the  commissioners  that 
expire  in  1904  shall  be  extended  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  Janu- 
ary, 1905,  and  the  term  of  office  of  the  county  commissioners 
that  expire  in  1906  is  hereby  extended  to  the  second  Tuesday  in 
January,  1907.  This  section  shall  govern,  except  as  hereinafter 
otherwise  expressly  directed  or  permitted  by  constitutional  en- 
actment. 

Sec.  7.  The  compensation  of  all  county  and  precinct  officers 
shall  be  as  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  8.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county,  at  the  same 
time  at  which  members  of  the 'General  Assembly  are  elected, 
commencing  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  one  county 
clerk,  who  shall  be  ex  officio  recorder  of  deeds  and  clerk  of 
the  board  of  county  commissioners;  one  sheriff;  one  coroner; 
one  treasurer,  who  shall  be  collector  of  taxes;  one  county  super- 
intendent of  schools;  one  county  surveyor;  one  county  assessor; 
one  county  attorney,  who  may  be  elected,  or  appointed,  as 
shall  be  provided  by  law;  and  such  officers  shall  be  paid  such 
salary  or  compensation,  either  from  the  fees,  perquisites  and 
emoluments  of  their  respective  offices,  or  from  the  general 
county  fund,  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  term  of  office 
of  all  such  officials  that  expire  in  January,  1904,  is  hereby  ex- 
tended to  the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  A.  D.  1905.  This 
section  shall  govern,  except  as  hereinafter  otherwise  expressly 
directed  or  permitted  by  constitutional  enactment. 

Sec.  9.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  occurring  in  the  office  of 
county  commissioner,  the  Governor  shall  fill  the  same  by  ap- 
pointment; and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  any  other  county  office, 
or  in  any  precinct  office,  the  board  of  county  commissioners 
shall  fill  the  same  by  appointment;  and  the  person  appointed 
shall  hold  the  office  until  the  next  general  election,  or  until 
the  vacancy  be  filled  by  election  according  to  law. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  county  office 
unless  he  shall  be  a  qualified  elector;  nor  unless  he  shall  have 
resided  in  the  county  one  year  preceding  his  election. 

Sec.  11.  There  shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time  at  which 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  are  elected,  beginning  with 
the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  four,  two  justices  of  the  peace 
and  two  constables  in  each  precinct  in  each  county,  who  shall 
hold  their  office  for  a  term  of  two  years;  Provided,  That  in 
precincts  containing  fifty  thousand  (50,000)  or  more  inhabitants, 
the  number  of  justices  and  constables  may  be  increased  as  pro- 
vided by  law.  The  term  of  offices  of  all  justices  of  the  peace 
that  expires  in  January,  1904,  is  hereby  extended  to  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  in  January,  1905.  This  section  shall  govern,  ex- 
cept as  hereinafter  otherwise  expressly  directed  or  permitted 
by  constitutional  enactment. 

Sec.  12.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion or  appointment  of  such  other  county,  township,  precinct 
and  municipal  officers  as  public  convenience  may  require;   and 
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their  terms  of  office  shall  be  as  prescribed  by  law,  not  in  any 
case  to  exceed  two  years. 

Sec.  13.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  general 
laws  for  the  organization  and  classification  of  cities  and  towns. 
The  number  of  such  classes  shall  not  exceed  four,  and  the 
powers  of  each  class  shall  be  defined  by  general  laws,  so  that 
all  municipal  corporations  of  the  same  class  shall  possess  the 
same  powers  and  be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions. 

Sec.  14.  The  General  Assembly  shall  also  make  provision 
by  general  law  whereby  any  city,  town  or  village,  incorporated 
by  any  special  or  local  law,  may  elect  to  become  subject  to 
and  be  governed  by  the  general  law  relating  to  such  corpor- 
ations. 

Sec.  15.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  for  and  regulating 
the  compensation  of  county  and  precinct  officers,  the  General 
Assembly  shall  by  law  classify  the  several  counties  of  the  State, 
according  to  population,  and  shall  grade  and  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  the  officers  within  the  respective  classes  according  to 
the  population  thereof.  Such  law  shall  establish  scales  of  fees 
to  be  charged  and  collected  by  such  of  the  county  and  precinct 
officers  as  may  be  designated  therein  for  services  to  be  per- 
formed by  them  respectively;  and  where  salaries  are  provided, 
the  same  shall  be  payable  only  out  of  the  fees  actually  collected 
in  all  cases  where  fees  are  prescribed.  All  fees,  perquisites 
and  emoluments  above  the  amount  of  such  salaries  shall  be 
paid  into  the  county  treasury. 

ARTICLE  XV. 
Corporations. 

Section  1.  All  existing  charters  or  grants  of  special  or  ex- 
clusive privileges  under  which  the  corporators  or  grantees  shall 
not  have  organized  and  commenced  business  in  good  faith  at 
the  time  of  adoption  of  this  Constitutiotl,  shall  thereafter  have 
no  validity. 

Sec.  2.  No  charter  of  incorporation  shall  be  granted,  ex- 
tended, changed  or  amended  by  special  law,  except  for  such 
municipal,  charitable,  educational,  penal  or  reformatory  cor- 
porations as  are  or  may  be  under  the  control  of  the  State; 
but  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  general  laws  for 
the  organization  of  corporations  hereafter  to  be  created. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  the  power  to  alter, 
revoke  or  annul  any  charter  of  incorporation  now  existing  and 
revocable  at  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  or  any  that  may 
hereafter  be  created,  whenever  in  their  opinion  it  may  be  inju- 
rious to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  in  such  manner,  however, 
that  no  injustice  shall  be  done  to  the  corporators. 

Sec.  4.  All  railroads  shall  be  public  highways,  and  all  rail- 
road companies  shall  be  common  carriers.  Any  association  or 
corporation  organized  for  the  purpose  shall  have  the  right  to 
construct  and  operate  a  railroad  between  any  designated  points 
within   this  State,   and  to   connect  at  the   State   line  wi*h   rail- 
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roads  of  other  States  and  Territories.  Every  railroad  company 
shall  have  the  right  with  its  road  to  intersect,  connect  with  or 
cross  any  other  railroad. 

Sec.  5.  No  railroad  corporation,  or  the  lessees  or  managers 
thereof,  shall  consolidate  its  stock,  property  or  franchises  with 
any  other  railroad  corporation  owning  or  having  under  its 
control  a  parallel  or  competing  line. 

Sec.  6.  All  individuals,  associations  and  corporations  shall 
have  equal  rights  to  have  persons  and  property  transported  over 
any  railroad  in  this  State,  and  no  undue  or  unreasonable  dis- 
crimination shall  be  made  in  charges  or  in  facilities  for  trans- 
portation of  freight  or  passengers  within  the  State,  and  no 
railroad  company,  nor  any  lessee,  manager  or  employe  thereof, 
shall  give  any  preference  to  individuals,  associations  or  cor- 
porations in  furnishing  cars  or  motive  power. 

Sec.  7.  No  railroad  or  other  transportation  company  in 
existence  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
have  the  benefit  of  any  future  legislation  without  first  filing  in 
the  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  an  acceptance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Constitution,   in   binding  form. 

Sec.  8.  The  right  of  eminent  domain  shall  never  be  abridged, 
nor  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  General  Assembly  from  tak- 
ing the  property  and  franchises  of  incorporated  companies  and 
subjecting  them  to  public  use,  the  same  as  the  property  of 
individuals;  and  the  police  power  of  the  State  shall  never  be 
abridged  or  so  construed  as  to  permit  corporations  to  conduct 
their  business  in  such  manner  as  to  infringe  the  equal  rights 
of  individuals  or  the  general  well-being  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  No  corporation  shall  issue  stocks  or  bonds,  except 
for  labor  done,  service  performed,  or  money  or  property  actually 
received,  and  all  fictitious  increase  of  stock  or  indebtedness 
shall  be  void.  The  stock  of  corporations  shall  not  be  increased 
except  in  pursuance  of  general  law,  nor  without  the  consent 
of  the  persons  holding  a  majority  of  the  stock,  first  obtained 
at  a  meeting  held  after  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  given  in 
pursuance  of  law. 

Sec.  10.  No  foreign  corporation  shall  do  any  business  in 
this  State  without  having  one  or  more  known  places  of  bus- 
iness and  an  authorized  agent  or  agents  in  the  same,  upon 
whom  process  may  be  served. 

Sec.  11.  No  street  railroad  shall  be  constructed  within 
any  city,  town  or  incorporated  village,  without  the  consent  of 
the  local  authorities  having  the  control  of  the  street  or  high- 
way proposed  to  be  occupied  by  such  street  railroad. 

Sec.  12.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass  no  law  for  the 
benefit  of  a  railroad  or  other  corporation,  or  any  individual  or 
association  of  individuals,  retrospective  in  its  operations,  or 
which  imposes  on  the  people  of  any  county  or  municipal  sub- 
division of  the  State,  a  new  liability  in  respect  to  transactions 
or  considerations  already  past. 

Sec.  13.     Any  association  or  corporation,  or  the  lessees  or 
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managers  thereof,  organized  for  the  purpose,  or  any  individual, 
shall  have  the  right  to  construct  and  maintain  lines  of  tele- 
graph within  this  State,  and  to  connect  the  same  with  other 
lines,  and  the  General  Assembly  shall  by  general  law  of  uni- 
form operation  provide  reasonable  regulations  to  give  full  effect 
to  this  section.  No  telegraph  company  shall  consolidate  with 
or  hold  a  controlling  interest  in  the  stock  or  bonds  of  any  other 
telegraph  company  owning  or  having  the  control  of  a  compet- 
ing line,  or  acquire,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  any  other  com- 
peting  line   of  telegraph. 

Sec.  14.  If  any  railroad,  telegraph,  express  or  other  cor- 
poration organized  under  any  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  shall 
consolidate,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  with  any  railroad,  telegraph, 
express  or  other  corporation  organized  under  any  laws  of  any 
other  State  or  Territory,  or  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
shall  not  thereby  become  a  foreign  corporation,  but  the  courts 
of  this  State  shall  retain  jurisdiction  over  that  part  of  the 
corporate  property  within  the  limits  of  the  State  in  all  matters 
which  may  arise,  as  if  said  consolidation  had  not  taken  place. 

Sec.  15.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  company 
or  corporation  to  require  of  its  servants  or  employes,  as  a 
condition  of  their  employment  or  otherwise,  any  contract  or 
agreement  whereby  such  person,  company  or  corporation  shall 
be  released  or  discharged  from  liability  or  responsibility  on 
account  of  personal  injuries  received  by  such  servants  or  em- 
ployes while  in  the  service  of  such  person,  company  or  cor- 
poration, by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  such  person,  com- 
pany or  corporation,  or  the  agents  or  employes  thereof,  and 
such  contracts  shall  be  absolutely  null  and  void. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

Mining  and   Irrigation. 

IVIining. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  established  and  maintained  the 
office  of  commissioner  of  mines,  the  duties  and  salary  of 
which  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  When  said  ofBce  shall  be 
established,  the  Governor  shall,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  appoint  thereto  a  person  known  to  be  competent, 
whose  term  of  office  shall  be  four  years. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for 
the  proper  ventilation  of  mines,  the  construction  of  escapement 
shafts,  and  such  other  appliances  as  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  health  and  secure  the  safety  of  the  workmen  therein; 
and  shall  prohibit  the  employment  in  the  mines  of  children 
under  twelve  years  of  age. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Assembly  may  make  such  regula- 
tions, from  time  to  time,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
and  equitable  drainage  of  mines. 

Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  that  the  science 
of  mining  and  metallurgy  be  taught  in  one  or  more  of  the 
institutions  of  learning  under  the  patronage  of  the  State. 
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Irrigation. 

Sec.  5.  The  water  of  every  natural  stream,  not  heretofore 
appropriated,  within  the  State  of  Colorado,  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  property  of  the  public,  and  the  same  is  dedicated 
to  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  State,  subject  to  appropriation 
as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  6.  The  right  to  divert  unappropriated  waters  of  any 
natural  stream  to  beneficial  uses  shall  never  be  denied.  Priority 
of  appropriation  shall  give  the  better  right  as  between  those 
using  the  water  for  the  same  purpose;  but  when  the  waters  of 
any  natural  stream  are  not  sufficient  for  the  service  of  all  those 
desiring  the  use  of  the  same,  those  using  the  water  for 
domestic  purposes  shall  have  the  preference  over  those  claiming 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  those  using  the  water  for  agricultu- 
ral purposes  shall  have  preference  over  those  using  the  same 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

■  Sec.  7.  All  persons  and  corporations  shall  have  the  right 
of  way  across  public,  private  and  corporate  lands  for  the  con- 
struction of  ditches,  canals  and  flumes,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying water  for  domestic  purposes,  for  the  irrigation  of  agri- 
cultural lands,  and  for  mining  and  manufacturing  purposes,  and 
for  drainage,  upon  payment  of  just  compensation. 

Sec.  8.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  that 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  in  their  respective  counties, 
shall  have  power,  when  application  is  made  to  them  by  either 
party  interested,  to  establish  reasonable  maximum  rates  to  be 
charged  for  the  use  of  water,  whether  furnished  by  individuals 
or  corporations. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

Militia. 

Section  1.  The  militia  of  the  State  shall  consist  of  all  able- 
bodied  male  residents  of  the  State,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,  except  such  persons  as  may  be  exempted 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  organization,  equipment  and  discipline  of  the 
militia  shall  conform,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  to  the  regula- 
tions for  the  government   of  the  armies   of  the  United   States. 

Sec.  3.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  all  general,  field  and 
staff  officers,  and  commission  them.  Each  company  shall  elect 
its  own  officers,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor; 
but  if  any  company  shall  fail  to  elect  such  officers  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  law,  they  may  be  appointed  by  the  Governor. 

Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  arms,  military  records,  relics  and  banners 
of  the  State. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  having  conscientious  scruples  against 
bearing  arms  shall  be  compelled  to  do  militia  duty  in  time  of 
peace;  Provided,  Such  person  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  such 
exemption. 


r?^  }Ci'^)^-Ti 


40  CONSTITUTION  OF    COLORADO. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 
Miscellaneous. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass  liberal  home- 
stead and  exemption  laws. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to 
authorize  lotteries  or  gift  enterprises  for  any  purpose,  and  shall 
pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  or  gift  enterprise  tickets 
in  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  decide  dif- 
ferences by  arbitrators,  to  be  appointed  by  mutual  agreement 
of  the  parties  to  any  controversy,  who  may  choose  that  mode 
of  adjustment.  The  powers  and  duties  of  such  arbitrators  shall 
be  as  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  The  term  felony,  wherever  it  may  occur  in  this 
Constitution,  or  the  laws  of  the  State,  shall  be  construed  to 
mean  any  criminal  offense  punishable  by  death  or  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary,  and  none  other. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  prohibit  by  law  the 
importation  into  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  any 
spurious,  poisonous  or  drugged  spirituous  liquors,  or  spirituous 
liquors  adulterated  with  any  poisonous  or  deleterious  substance, 
mixture,  or  compound;  and  shall  prohibit  the  compounding  or 
manufacture  within  this  State,  except  for  chemical  or  mechan- 
ical purposes,  of  any  of  said  liquors,  whether  they  be  denom- 
inated spirituous,  vinous,  malt  or  otherwise;  and  shall  also  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  any  such  liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beverage, 
and  any  violation  of  either  of  said  prohibitions  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  fine  and  imprisonment.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  by  law  for  the  condemnation  and  destruction  of  all 
spurious,  poisonous  or  drugged   liquors   herein   prohibited. 

Sec.  6.  The  Gemeral  Assembly  shall  enact  laws  in  order 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  and  to  keep  in  good  preservation 
the  forests  upon  the  lands  of  the  State,  or  upon  the  lands  of 
the  public  domain,  the  control  of  which  shall  be  conferred  by 
congress  upon  the  State. 

Sec.  7.  The  General  Assembly  may  provide  that  the  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  private  lands  caused  by  the  planting  of 
hedges,  orchards  and  forests  thereon  shall  not  for  a  limited 
time,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  be  taken  into  account  in  assessing 
such  lands  for  taxation. 

Sec.  8.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  laws  passed  at  each  session  thereof;  and  until 
the  year  1900  they  shall  cause  to  be  published  in  Spanish  and 
German  a  sufllcient  number  of  copies  of  said  laws  to  supply 
that  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  who  speak  those 
languages  and  who  may  be  unable  to  read  and  understand  the 
English  language. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 
Amendments. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  may  at  any  time  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house  recom- 
mend to  the  electors  of  the  State  to  vote  at  the  next  general 
election  for  or  against  a  convention  to  revise,  alter  and  amend 
this  Constitution;  and  if  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion shall  declare  in  favor  of  such  convention  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  at  its  next  session  provide  for  the  calling  thereof. 
The  number  of  members  of  the  convention  shall  be  twice  that 
of  the  Senate  and  they  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner,  at 
the  same  places,  and  in  the  same  districts.  The  General  Assem- 
bly shall,  in  the  act  of  calling  the  convention  designate  the  day, 
hour  and  place  of  its  meeting,  fix  the  pay  of  its  members  and 
officers,  and  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  together 
with  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  convention.  Before  pro- 
ceeding the  members  shall  take  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Colorado 
and  to  faithfully  discharge  their  duties  as  members  of  the  con- 
vention. The  qualifications  of  members  shall  be  the  same  as 
of  members  of  the  Senate  and  vacancies  occurring  shall  be 
filled  in  the  manner  provided  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Said  convention  shall  meet  within  three  months 
after  such  election  and  prepare  such  revisions,  alterations  or 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
which  shall  be  submitted  to  the  electors  for  their  ratification  or 
rejection,  at  an  election  appointed  by  the  convention  for  that 
purpose,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six  months  after 
adjournment  thereof;  and  unless  so  submitted  and  approved  by 
a  majority  of  the  electors  voting  at  the  election,  no  such  revis- 
ion, alteration  or  amendment  shall  take  effect. 

Sec.  2.  Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Constitu- 
tion may  be  proposed  in  either  House  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  if  the  same  shall  be  voted  for  by  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  each  House,  such  proposed  amendment  or 
amendments,  together  with  the  ayes  and  noes  of  each  House 
thereon,  shall  be  entered  in  full  on  their  respective  journals; 
the  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  published  with 
the  laws  of  that  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  shall  also  cause  the  said  amendment  or  amend- 
ments to  be  published  in  full  in  not  more  than  one  news- 
paper of  general  circulation  in  each  county,  for  four  successive 
weeks  previous  to  the  next  general  election  for  members  to 
the  General  Assembly;  and  at  said  election  the  said  amendment 
or  amendments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  qualified  electors  of 
the  State  for  their  approval  or  rejection,  and  such  as  are  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  those  voting  thereon  shall  become  part 
of  this  Constitution. 

Provided,  That  if  more  than  one  amendment  be  submitted 
at  any  general  election,  each  of  said  amendments  shall  be  voted 
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upon  separately  and  votes  thereon  cast  shall  be  separately  count- 
ed the  same  as  though  but  one  amendment  was  submitted.  But 
the  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  more  than  six  articles  of  this  Constitution  at  the 
same  session. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

City  and   County   of   Denver.     Incorporation. 

Section  1.  The  municipal  corporation  known  as  the  city 
of  Denver,  and  all  municipal  corporations  and  that  part  of 
the  quasi-municipal  corporation  known  as  the  county  of  Arap- 
ahoe, in  the  state  of  Colorado,  included  within  the  exterior 
boundaries  of  the  said  city  of  Denver  as  the  same  shall  be 
bounded  when  this  amendment  takes  effect,  are  hereby  consol- 
idated and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  single  body  politic  and 
corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  "City  and  County  of  Denver." 
By  that  name  said  corporation  shall  have  perpetual  succession, 
and  shall  own,  possess  and  hold  all  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, theretofore  owned,  possessed  or  held  by  the  said  city  of 
Denver  and  by  such  included  municipal  corporations,  and  also 
all  property,  real  and  personal,  theretofore  owned,  possessed 
or  held  by  the  said  county  of  Arapahoe,  and  shall  assume,  man- 
age and  dispose  of  all  trusts  in  any  way  connected  therewith; 
and  shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights  and  liabilities,  and  shall 
acquire  all  benefits,  and  shall  assume  and  pay  all  bonds,  obliga- 
tions and  indebtedness  of  said  city  of  Denver  and  of  said  in- 
cluded municipal  corporations  and  of  the  county  of  Arapahoe; 
by  that  name  may  sue  and  defend,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in 
all  courts  and  places,  and  in  all  matters  and  proceedings;  may 
have  and  use  a  common  seal  and  alter  the  same  at  pleasure; 
may  purchase,  receive,  hold  and  enjoy,  or  sell  and  dispose  of, 
real  and  personal  property;  may  receive  bequests,  gifts  ahd 
donations  of  all  kinds  of  property,  in  fee  simple,  or  in  trust  for 
public,  charitable  or  other  purposes;  and  do  all  things  and  acts 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  such  gifts,  bequests  and 
donations,  with  power  to  manage,  sell,  lease  or  otherwise  dispose 
of  the  same  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  gift,  bequest  or 
trust;  shall  have  the  power,  within  or  without  its  territorial 
limits,  to  construct,  condemn  and  purchase,  purchase,  acquire, 
lease,  add  to,  maintain,  conduct  and  operate,  water  works,  light 
plants,  power  plants,  transportation  systems,  heating  plants, 
and  any  other  public  utilities  or  works  or  ways,  local  in  use  and 
extent,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  everything  required  therefor, 
for  the  use  of  said  city  and  county  and  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  any  such  systems,  plants  or  works  or  ways,  or  any  contracts 
in  relation  or  connection  with  either,  that  may  exist  and  which 
said  city  and  county  may  desire  to  purchase,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  may  be  purchased  by  said 
city  and  county  which  may  enforce  such  purchase  by  proceed- 
ings at  law  as  in  taking  land  for  public  use  by  right  of  eminent 
domain,  and  shall  have  the  power  to  issue  bonds  upon  the  vote 
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of  the  taxpaying  electors,  at  any  special  or  general  election,  in 
any  amount  necessary  to  carry  out  any  of  said  powers  or  pur- 
poses, as  may  by  the  charter  be  provided. 

The  general  annexation  and  consolidation  statutes  of  the 
state  shall  apply  to  the  City  and  County  of  Denver  to  the 
same  extent  and  in  the  same  manner  that  they  would  apply  to 
the  city  of  Denver  if  it  were  not  merged,  as  in  this  amendment 
provided,  into  the  city  and  county  of  Denver.  Any  contiguous 
town,  city  or  territory  hereafter  annexed  to  or  consolidated  with 
the  city  and  county  of  Denver,  under  any  of  the  laws  of  this 
state,  in  whatsoever  county  the  same  may  be  at  the  time,  shall 
be  detached  per  se  from  such  other  county  and  become  a 
municipal  and  territorial  part  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver, 
together  with  all  property  thereunto  belonging. 

The  city  and  county  of  Denver  shall  alone  always  con- 
stitute one  judicial  district  of  the  state. 

Officers. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver  shall 
be  such  as  by  appointment  or  election  may  be  provided  for  by 
the  charter;  and  the  jurisdiction,  term  of  office,  duties  and 
qualifications  of  all  such  officers  shall  be  such  as  in  the  charter 
may  be  provided;  but  every  charter  shall  designate  the  officers 
who  shall,  respectively,  perform  the  acts  and  duties  required 
of  county  officers  to  be  done  by  the  constitution  or  by  the 
general  law,  as  far  as  applicable.  If  any  officer  of  said  city 
and  county  of  Denver  shall  receive  any  compensation  whatever, 
he  or  she  shall  receive  the  same  as  a  stated  salary,  the  amount 
of  which  shall  be  fixed  by  the  charter,  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver  in  equal  monthly 
payments. 

Transfer  of  Government. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  upon  the  canvass  of  the  vote  showing 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
governor  of  the  state  to  issue  his  proclamation  accordingly, 
and  thereupon  the  city  of  Denver,  and  all  municipal  corpor- 
ations and  that  part  of  the  county  of  Arapahoe  within  the  boun- 
daries of  said  city,  shall  merge  into  the  city  and  county  of 
Denver,  and  the  terms  of  office  of  all  officers  of  the  City  of  Denver 
and  of  all  included  municipalities  and  of  the  county  of  Arapahoe 
shall  terminate;  except,  that  the  then  mayor,  auditor,  engineer, 
council  (which  shall  perform  the  duties  of  a  board  of  county 
commissioners),  police  magistrate,  chief  of  police  and  boards, 
of  the  city  of  Denver  shall  become,  respectively,  said  officers  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Denver,  and  said  engineer  shall  be  ex 
officio  surveyor  and  said  chief  of  police  shall  be  ex  officio  sheriff 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver;  and  the  then  clerk  and  ex 
officio  recorder,  treasurer,  assessor  and  coroner  of  the  county 
of  Arapahoe  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  holding 


*A  twentieth  article  was  added  to  the  constitution  in  1902. 
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office  within  the  city  of  Denver,  shall  become,  respectively,  said 
officers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver,  and  the  district  attorney 
shall  also  be  ex-officio  attorney  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver. 
The  foregoing  officers  shall  hold  the  said  offices  as  above  speci- 
fied only  until  their  successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified  as 
herein  provided  for;  except  that  the  then  district  judges,  county 
judge  and  district  attorney  shall  serve  their  full  terms,  respective- 
ly, for  which  elected.  The  police  and  firemen  of  the  city  of  Den- 
ver, except  the  chief  of  police  as  such,  shall  continue  severally  as 
the  police  and  firemen  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver  until  they 
are  severally  discharged  under  such  civil  service  regulations  as 
shall  be  provided  by  the  charter;  and  every  charter  shall  provide 
that  the  department  of  fire  and  police  and  the  department  of  pub- 
lic utilities  and  works  shall  be  under  such  civil  service  regula- 
tions as  in  said  charter  shall  be  provided. 

First  Charter. 

Sec.  4.  The  charter  and  ordinances  of  the  city  of  Denver,  as 
the  same  shall  exist  when  this  amendment  takes  effect,  shall,  for 
the  time  being  only,  and  as  far  as  applicable,  be  the  charter  and 
ordinances  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver;  but  the  people  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Denver  are  hereby  vested  with,  and  they 
shall  always  have  the  exclusive  power  in  the  making  , altering, 
revising  or  amending  their  charter,  and,  within  ten  days  after  the 
proclamation  of  the  governor  announcing  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  the  council  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver  shall, 
by  ordinance,  call  a  special  election,  to  be  conducted  as  provided 
by  law,  of  the  qualified  electors  in  said  city  and  county  of  Denver, 
for  the  election  of  twenty-one  taxpayers,  who  shall  have  been 
qualified  electors  within  the  limits  thereof  for  at  least  five  years, 
who  shall  constitute  a  charter  convention,  to  frame  a  charter  for 
said  city  and  county  in  harmony  with  this  amendment.  Immedi- 
ately upon  completion,  the  charter  so  framed,  with  a  prefatory 
synopsis,  shall  be  signed  by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  con- 
vention and  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  said  city  and  county,  who 
shall  publish  the  same  in  full,  with  his  official  certification,  in  the 
official  newspaper  of  said  city  and  county,  three  times,  and  a 
week  apart,  the  first  publication  being  with  the  call  for  a  special 
election,  at  which  the  qualified  electors  of  said  city  and  county 
shall  by  vote  express  their  approval  or  rejection  of  the  said 
charter.  If  the  said  charter  shall  be  approved  by  a  majority  of 
those  voting  thereon,  then  two  copies  thereof  (together  with  the 
vote  for  and  against),  duly  certified  by  the  said  clerk,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  such  vote  is  taken,  be  filed  with  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  shall  thereupon  become  and  be  the  charter  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Denver.  But  if  the  said  charter  be  rejected,  then, 
within  thirty  days  thereafter,  twenty-one  members  of  a  new 
charter  convention  shall  be  elected  at  a  special  election,  to  be 
called  as  above  in  said  city  and  county,  and  they  shall  proceed  as 
above  to  frame  a  charter,  which  shall  in  like  manner  and  to  the 
like  end  be  published  and  submitted  to  a  vote  of  said  voters  for 
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their  approval  or  rejection.  If  again  rejected,  the  procedure 
herein  designated  shall  be  repeated  (each  special  election  for 
members  of  a  new  charter  convention  being  within  thirty  days 
after  each  rejection),  until  a  charter  is  finally  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  those  voting  thereon,  and  certified  (together  with  the 
vote  for  and  against)  to  the  secretary  of  state  as  aforesaid, 
whereupon  it  shall  become  the  charter  of  the  said  city  and  county 
of  Denver  and  shall  become  the  organic  law  thereof,  and  super- 
sede any  existing  charters  and  amendments  thereof.  The  mem- 
bers of  each  of  said  charter  conventions  shall  be  elected  at  large; 
and  they  shall  complete  their  labors  within  sixty  days  after  their 
respective  election. 

Every  ordinance  for  a  special  election  of  charter  convention 
members  shall  fix  the  time  and  place  where  the  convention  shall 
be  held,  and  shall  specify  the  compensation,  if  any,  to  be  paid 
the  officers  and  members  thereof,  allowing  no  compensation  in 
case  of  non-attendance  or  tardy-attendance,  and  shall  fix  the  time 
when  the  vote  shall  be  taken  on  the  proposed  charter,  to  be  not 
less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than  sixty  days  after  its  delivery 
to  the  clerk.  The  charter  shall  make  proper  provision  for  con- 
tinuing, amending  or  repealing  the  ordinances  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Denver. 

All  expenses  of  charter  conventions  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  upon  the  order  of  the  president  and  secretary  thereof. 
The  expenses  of  elections  for  charter  conventions  and  of  charter 
votes  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  upon  the  order  of  the 
council. 

No  franchise,  relating  to  any  street,  alley  or  public  place  of 
the  said  city  and  county  shall  be  granted  except  upon  the  vote 
of  the  qualified  taxpaying  electors,  and  the  question  of  its  being 
granted  shall  be  submitted  to  such  vote  upon  deposit  with  the 
treasurer  of  the  expense  (to  be  determined  by  said  treasurer)  of 
such  submission  by  the  applicant  for  said  franchise.  The  coun- 
cil shall  have  power  to  fix  the  rate  of  taxation  on  property  each 
year  for  city  and  county  purposes. 

New  Charters,  Amendments  of  Measures. 

Sec.  5.  The  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Denver  shall 
have  the  exclusive  power  to  amend  their  charter  or  to  adopt  a 
new  charter,  or  to  adopt  any  measure  as  herein  provided: 

It  shall  be  competent  for  qualified  electors,  in  number  not 
less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  next  preceding  gubernatorial  vote 
in  said  city  and  county,  to  petition  the  council  for  any  measure, 
or  charter  amendment,  or  for  a  charter  convention.  The  council 
shall  submit  the  same  to  a  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  at  the 
next  general  election,  not  held  within  thirty  days  after  such  peti- 
tion is  filed;  whenever  such  petition  is  signed  by  qualified  elec- 
tors in  number  not  less  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  next  preceding 
gubernatorial  vote  in  said  city  and  county,  with  a  request  for  a 
special  election,  the  council  shall  submit  it  at  a  special  election, 
to  be  held  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than  sixty  days  from  the 
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date  of  filing  the  petition;  Provided,  That  any  question  so  sub- 
mitted at  a  special  election  shall  not  again  be  submitted  at  a  spe- 
cial election  within  two  years  thereafter.  In  submitting  any 
such  charter,  charter  amendment  or  measure,  any  alternative 
article  or  proposition  may  be  presented  for  the  choice  of  the 
voters,  and  may  be  voted  on  separately  without  prejudice  to 
others.  Whenever  the  question  of  a  charter  convention  is  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  those  voting  thereon,  a  charter  convention 
shall  be  called  through  a  special  election  ordinance,  as  provided 
in  section  four  (4)  hereof,  and  the  same  shall  be  constituted  and 
held  and  the  proposed  charter  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  qualified 
electors,  approved  or  rejected,  and  all  expenses  paid,  as  in  said 
section  provided. 

The  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  shall  publish,  with  his  offi- 
cial certification,  for  three  times,  a  week  apart,  in  the  official 
newspaper,  the  first  publication  to  be  with  his  call  for  the  elec- 
tion, general  or  special,  the  full  text  of  any  charter,  charter 
amendment,  measure  or  proposal  for  a  charter  convention,  or 
alternative  article  or  proposition,  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
voters.  Within  ten  days  following  the  vote  the  said  clerk  shall 
publish  once  in  said  newspaper  the  full  text  of  any  charter, 
charter  amendment,  measure,  or  proposal  for  a  charter  conven- 
tion, or  alternative  article  or  proposition,  which  shall  have  been 
approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  thereon,  and  he  shall  file 
with  the  secretary  of  state  two  copies  thereof  (with  the  vote  for 
and  against)  officially  certified  by  him,  and  the  same  shall  go  into 
effect  from  the  date  of  such  filing.  He  shall  also  certify  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  with  the  vote  for  and  against,  two  copies  of 
every  defeated  alternative  article  or  proposition,  charter,  charter 
amendment,  measure  or  proposal  for  a  charter  convention.  Each 
charter  shall  also  provide  for  a  reference,  upon  proper  petition 
therefor,  of  measures  passed  by  the  council  to  a  vote  of  the  quali- 
fied electors,  and  for  the  initiative  by  the  qualified  electors  of 
such  ordinances  as  they  may  by  petition  request. 

The  signatures  to  petitions  in  this  amendment  mentioned 
need  not  all  be  on  one  paper.  Nothing  herein  or  elsewhere  shall 
prevent  the  council,  if  it  sees  fit,  from  adopting  automatic  vote 
registers  for  use  at  elections  and  references. 

No  charter,  charter  amendment  or  measure  adopted  or  de- 
feated under  the  provisions  of  this  amendment  shall  be  amended, 
repealed  or  revived,  except  by  petition  and  electoral  vote.  And 
no  such  charter,  charter  amendment  or  measure  shall  diminish 
the  tax  rate  for  state  purposes  fixed  by  act  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, or  interfere  in  any  wise  with  the  collection  of  state  taxes. 

Cities  of  the  First  and  Second  Class. 

Sec.  6.  Cities  of  the  first  and  second  class  in  this  state  are 
hereby  empowered  to  propose  for  submission  to  a  vote  of  the 
qualified  electors,  proposals  for  charter  conventions  and  to  hold 
the  same,  and  to  amend  any  such  charter,  with  the  same  force 
and  in  the  same  manner  and  have  the  same  power,  as  near  as 
may  be,  as  set  out  in  sections  four  (4)  and  five  (5)  hereof,  with 
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full  power  as  to  real  and  personal  property  and  public  utilities, 
works  or  ways,  as  set  out  in  section  one  (1)  of  this  amendment. 

School  Districts  Consolidated. 

Sec.  7.  The  city  and  county  of  Denver  shall  alone  always 
constitute  one  school  district,  to  be  known  as  District  No.  1,  but 
its  conduct,  affairs  and  business  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  a  board 
of  education,  consisting  of  such  numbers,  elected  in  such  manner 
as  the  general  school  laws  of  the  state  shall  provide,  and  until 
the  first  election  under  said  laws  of  a  full  board  of  education, 
which  shall  be  had  at  the  first  election  held  after  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment,  all  the  directors  of  school  district  No.  1  and  the 
respective  presidents  of  the  school  boards  of  school  districts  Nos. 
2,  7,  17  and  21  at  the  time  this  amendment  takes  effect,  shall  act 
as  such  board  of  education,  and  all  districts  or  special  charters 
now  existing  are  hereby  abolished. 

The  said  board  of  education  shall  perform  all  the  acts  and 
duties  required  to  be  performed  for  said  district  by  the  general 
laws  of  the  state.  Except  as  inconsistent  with  this  amendment, 
the  general  school  laws  of  the  state  shall,  unless  the  context 
evinces  a  contrary  intent,  be  held  to  extend  and  apply  to  the  said 
"District  No.  1." 

Upon  the  annexation  of  any  contiguous  municipality  which 
shall  include  a  school  district  or  districts,  or  any  part  of  a  dis- 
trict, said  school  district  or  districts  or  part  shall  be  merged  in 
said  "District  No.  1,"  which  shall  then  own  all  the  property 
thereof,  real  and  personal,  located  within  the  boundaries  of  such 
annexed  municipality,  and  shall  assume  and  pay  all  the  bonds, 
obligations  and  indebtedness  of  each  of  the  said  included  school 
districts,  and  a  proper  proportion  of  those  partially  included  dis- 
tricts. 

Provided,  however.  That  the  indebtedness,  both  principal 
and  interest,  which  any  school  district  may  be  under  at  the  time 
when  it  becomes  a  part,  by  this  amendment  or  by  annexation,  of 
said  "District  No.  1,"  shall  be  paid  by  said  school  district  so  ow- 
ing the  same  by  a  special  tax,  to  be  fixed  and  certified  by  the 
board  of  education  to  the  council,  which  shall  levy  the  same  upon 
the  property  within  the  boundaries  of  such  district,  respectively, 
as  the  same  existed  at  the  time  such  district  becomes  a  part  of 
said  "District  No.  1,"  and  in  case  of  partially  included  districts, 
such  tax  shall  be  equitably  apportioned  upon  the  several  parts 
thereof. 

Sec.  8.  Anything  in  the  constitution  of  this  state  in  conflict 
or  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  amendment  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  matters  and  things  by  this 
amendment  covered  and  provided  for. 
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